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CAVES BEACH 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Holy Spirit, come amongst us! 

        Inspire our worship, strengthen our faith. 

Holy Spirit, stay with us! 

        Deepen our fellowship, support our sharing. 

Holy Spirit, challenge our discipleship! 

Encourage us to venture out, give us the compassion of Jesus. 

Holy Spirit, work through us! 

Touch the downhearted with hope, move the dispirited with 

Love. 

Opening Prayer - Holy Spirit: inviting the presence, Holy Spirit: 

actions of 

Soaring, flowing, questing, dancing, 

        the Holy Spirit leads us to praise. 

Searching, finding, changing, challenging, 

        the Holy Spirit calls us to faithfulness. 

Gently, calmly, simply, persistently, 

        the Holy Spirit invites us to reflection. 

With perseverance, with encouragement, with joy, with urgency,  

the Holy Spirit moves us to be with us, now and always! 
Amen.  

HYMN 411 Filled with the Spirit’s power 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DyBNuAeqaM4&t=32s  

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING & CONFESSION 

We thank you for the Spirit, the creative force that has been with us  

from the very beginning of time, 

moving over the waters of creation, 

bringing light out of darkness, 

and order into what was chaos. 

By her breathe life was given to us,  

and we were enabled to hold your likeness within us. 

We thank you that the promise of Jesus held true, 

and that the transforming power of the Spirit enveloped the disciples at 

Pentecost 

send them out on mission to leave no one untouched by the love of God. 

We respond to the Spirit’s call on our lives here with us now 

to work toward your promise 

that one day there will be a renewed world,  

a realm of love, justice and peace that will have no end. 

God, you speak to each of us with such intimacy,  

with such knowing, and yet,  

we can be uncertain as to how to respond. 

When we are deafened by the noisy demands of secular life, 

Open our ears to your voice. 

When we are blinded by routine and the habits of the everyday, 

Open our hearts to search deeply and clearly for you in all things. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DyBNuAeqaM4&t=32s


When we are distracted by trinkets  

and the flotsam and jetsam of marketing and commerce, 

Open our eyes to what is of real value. 

When we are held hostage to misunderstanding and twisted truths, 

Open our minds so that we may grapple with, and come to understand, 

what walking in the way of Christ truly means. 

When we are called to tell the story of your goodness and grace, 

embolden us to not shirk from our calling. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE       

The Spirit is at hand, ready to come amongst us speaking words of 
encouragement and mercy so that we become a movement of people 
bearing God’s good news and grace. Let this knowledge dwell within your 

heart and soul, and let it guide and comfort you. 

READINGS 

       John 15:26-27,16:4b-15 

“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf.  

27 
You also are to testify because you have been with me from the 

beginning. 

4 
But I have said these things to you so that when their hour comes you 

may remember that I told you about them. 

“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with 
you. 5 

But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, 
‘Where are you going?’ 

6 
But because I have said these things to you, 

sorrow has filled your hearts. 7 
Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your 

advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not 
come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 

And when he comes, he will 
prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 

about 
sin, because they do not believe in me; 10 

about righteousness, because I 
am going to the Father and you will see me no longer;  11 

about judgment, 

because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 



12 
“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  

13 
When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he 

will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will 
declare to you the things that are to come. 14 

He will glorify me, because he 
will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 

All that the Father has is 
mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to 

you. 

       Acts 2:1-21  

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 
2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided 
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 
them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7 
Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 
language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 
both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages 
we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed 
and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But 

others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

Peter Addresses the Crowd 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed 
them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to 
you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you 
suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was 

spoken through the prophet Joel: 

17  

‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 



and your young men shall see visions, 

    and your old men shall dream dreams. 

18  

Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

    in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

        and they shall prophesy. 

19  

And I will show portents in the heaven above 

    and signs on the earth below, 

        blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

20  

The sun shall be turned to darkness 

    and the moon to blood, 

        before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 

21  

Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 

HYMN 409 O breath of life 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qnDnclPgt-M  

SERMON 

It is an interesting challenge when Pentecost comes around each year. The 
event is probably at least as well known in most circles as Christmas and 
Easter and consequently it has been approached in many ways over the 
years.  

On that fist Pentecost the followers of Jesus were certainly ecstatic. 
Throughout history we have all tended to look back to some golden age. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qnDnclPgt-M


The field ministry of Wesley, the massive evangelical rallies of the 1950’s, 

even back to that wonderful day of the first Pentecost.  

The Old Testament starts out with the idyllic look back at the wonderful 
times in the Garden of Eden with God. Then we can move to the constant 
bickering of the Israelites as they wandered in the wilderness, forgetting 
about the pain and suffering they left behind in Egypt. This pattern of 
looking back to some golden age is nothing new.  

Coming back to that first Pentecost, it occurred on the Jewish equivalent of 
a Harvest Festival which also celebrated the giving of the Law by Moses to 
so many generations before. It was a time when people would gather and 
celebrate all of God’s gifts. 

This meant that at this time of year there was great hope for the future and 
more abundant crops to come. There was always an expectation for more 
blessings to come both in agriculture and with the idea of Israel once again 
becoming a dominant nation. When would the promised Messiah come and 
set them free from the tyranny of Rome? 

It was into that celebratory atmosphere that we are taken for the wonder of 
the descent of the Holy Spirit. With rushing winds and flickering tongues of 
fire and people speaking in many different languages. This unfolding of the 
Holy Spirit’s power and impact brought the good news of Jesus’ teachings 
to many thousands that day. Those people latched on to the messages 

shared by the first disciples.  

On that day a whole new community was formed which was to gradually 
develop into the Christian church. For some this was the ‘golden age’ of the 
church. However to do this we are stuck with no concept of the power of 
the Holy Spirit even through to today. One of the greatest barriers to future 
success is to settle comfortably with past success.  

I am sure that we can all name times in our lives, even up to the current 
time, when we have learned from our mistakes. There is always an 
opportunity to do things better next time. But, when things have gone well 
in the past we seem to be happy to repeat those actions and approaches. 
Why change what has worked in the past? We all know the saying: “If it 

ain’t broke, don’t fix it!” 

If it worked in that past why wouldn’t it work this time? Consequently we 
create systems that institutionalise organisations and activities. It is so easy 
to look back at the ‘golden years.’ Let’s hold onto those times.  



This is where any group, organisation and even the church can start with 
fundamentally flawed thinking. Past success is no guarantee of success 
now.  

If Pentecost tells us anything it is that God is constantly moving before us 
creating new opportunities. We can’t simply allow ourselves to be stuck in 

the past like some stone statue.  

That early church was not a picture of peace and harmony. It was the start 
of a journey which has had a bumpy road of ups and downs over the last 
2,000 years. During this time the church both across the world and in 

individual communities has been constantly dealing with problems.   

Right from the start the influx of newcomers was a mixed blessing. Some 
just fitted in easily while some were different and didn’t seem to fit in so 
easily. There were different styles of worship and a mix of expectations 
around what the community was expecting of people. If you blend into this 
mixture the Gentiles with no Jewish traditions or culture then there is little 
wonder that there were ructions around suspicions and misunderstanding 
and plain straight ignorance of what each group saw as worshipping and 

following Christ. 

The people who were new to this environment looked to exciting 
possibilities while those who had come from a Jewish tradition just seemed 
to want more of the same, possibly with a few minor adjustments. Following 
the story through the subsequent chapters of Acts we can see that the 
Apostles stayed in Jerusalem close to the Temple as they did not see 

initially that Jesus’ message would develop into a new faith.  

Newcomers after Pentecost like Barnabas and Paul were far more open to 
the new potential of Jesus’ message and started to spread far and wide in 
the known world. It was not long before another base of the faith was 

established in Antioch.  

The followers in Jerusalem did wonderful work building a very supportive 
pastoral community which took great care in seeing that those in need were 
not left out. The base in Antioch soon became the starting point for 
spreading the Gospel far and wide. To extend the faithful way beyond 

anything that the people in Jerusalem could have imagined. 

This same diverse range of approaches remain even here in this 
community today. Some of you are very comfortable in maintaining a 
strong pastoral presence among the existing congregation. This is very well 

done here at Caves Beach.  



Then there are some people who could be described to have itchy feet. 
The pray that the congregation could grow and spread its wings in new 
creative and innovative ways might be unsettling for others.  

The key here is to recognise both. It is not a matter of feeling threatened by 
each other rather we should celebrate what each of us contributes to the 
community here at Caves Beach. We need each other. We need both 
Antioch and Jerusalem. 

Under the shadows of COVID and a fast changing approach to 
socialisation and community we need to know that it was not until Acts 
11:26 where we read: “And it was in Antioch that the disciples were first 
called Christians”.  In the intervening 9 chapters there was a period of 
gestation where the synthesis between the Jerusalem and the Antioch 

approaches were distilled.  

I want us to look at the current time as being the ‘golden age.’ The 
message of Pentecost is that the church can always keep developing and 
evolving under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. It is that same Holy Spirit 
which is always at work within our community helping us to discern and 
develop both strong and vital pastoral care along side dynamic new 
insights into the potential beyond the existing congregation. I don’t want to 
limit the actions of the Holy Spirit. On that first Pentecost celebration the 
Holy Spirit moves over the whole community both supporting us pastorally 
and igniting us into new and exciting adventures. This is the same Spirit 
which overcame language and cultural barriers. It moved past age old 

enmity between cultures and races. 

The promise of the Pentecost experience is that each and every one of us 
can be emboldened by the Holy Spirit to be part of the mission of the 
church here at Caves Beach and beyond. For this we need to accept both 
the Antioch and the Jerusalem experiences and lessons. We are 
challenged to become the church which God foresees for us.  

On this Pentecost Sunday we need to pray for the guidance of God’s Spirit. 
We need to see and ignite the passion sitting within each of us. We need to 

support one another in the unfolding adventure.  

HYMN 398 Come down O love divine  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXO4rqBQOAU&t=26s  

PRAYERS FOR THE OFFERING 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXO4rqBQOAU&t=26s


Spirit of justice and compassion, as these gifts make their way in the world 
may they become good news for all those who receive them. This we pray, 
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Spirit, come unsettle us in our comfort and speak into our hearts, light 

within us the desire to proclaim God’s justice for all. 

Give us voices to tell of Jesus the Christ, who was a blessing to the world 

and who showed us how good human life could be. 

Create within us the imagination to conceive of a world without hunger, 
conflict and poverty, to dream of programs and incentives that will take 

what is imagined and turn it into reality. 

Stir within us the desire to be scientists and engineers, teachers and health 
professionals, artists and poets, people who heal and build and create 

beauty. 

Let us be clever with our minds, kind with our words, and open to what is 
Spirit-led as we seek to serve God and all God’s world. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 



HYMN 658  I the Lord of sea and sky  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgLwH5RdtPk  

BENEDICTION 

We have been blessed by the word of the Spirit speaking to us and calling 
us to lives of generosity and compassion, so go now and be a blessing to 
all. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YhiG-Vj8CGU 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgLwH5RdtPk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YhiG-Vj8CGU

