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Sunday August 14, 2022 
Service for Swansea & Charlestown Presbyterian Church  

 

Welcome & Prayer  
Welcome everyone to our service this morning.  Although we can’t come together at the same time, it is 
wonderful to be able to worship our Lord and rejoice that we are all part of God’s family, for as it says in 
Ephesians “You are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of 
God’s household.” Lets pray… 

 

Our mighty Lord and Heavenly Father, we want to thank you that in the midst of all that occurs in our 
world, we are never alone. You are there to listen to us, to speak to us, to encourage us and to rebuke us. 
No matter how deep inside our own homes, how deep inside ourselves we might go as we are physically 
isolated, you are always there. Although we often fail to take comfort in this or to appreciate the incredible 
gift you have given us, we appreciate it. Thank you for never leaving us alone. 
 
As we come to worship with our brothers and sisters, we ask that you will teach us, giving us eyes to see 
and ears to hear. Help us not to be complacent in our own homes, to recognise how important it is to 
continue to grow in our faith through prayer, song, reading and the teaching of Your Word. Switch our 
brains on and help our tongues and bodies to follow suit, applying what we might learn through service to 
you and the people around us. Remind us that you are a living, loving God who is shaping us and teaching 
us what it means to follow your son. And we can pray for these things because of the precious blood Jesus 
shed for us. Amen. 
 

Song – Glories of Calvary The Glories of Calvary With Lyrics By Sovereign Grace Music (feat. 

Norton Hall Band) - YouTube 
1. Lord, You're calling me to come   2. Sinners find eternal joy 

And behold the wondrous cross   In the triumph of Your wounds 
To explore the depths of grace   By our Savior's crimson flow 
That came to me at such a cost   Holy wrath has been removed 
Where Your boundless love    And Your saints below 
Conquered my boundless sin    Join with your saints above 
And mercy's arms were opened wide  Rejoicing in the Risen Lamb 

 
Chorus: My heart is filled with a thousand songs  Chorus x2 
Proclaiming the glories of Calvary   Bridge: For all eternity we will sing worthy 
With every breath, Lord how I long   Our God has set us free 
To sing of Jesus who died for me    We'll sing the glories of Calvary 
Lord, take me deeper     Repeat Bridge 
Into the glories of Calvary     Chorus 

 

Bible Reading – Revelation 12:1-9 (NIV) 
A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown 
of twelve stars on her head. 2 She was pregnant and cried out in pain as she was about to give birth. 3 Then 
another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven 
crowns on its heads. 4 Its tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth. The 
dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that it might devour her child the 
moment he was born. 5 She gave birth to a son, a male child, who “will rule all the nations with an iron 
scepter.” And her child was snatched up to God and to his throne. 6 The woman fled into the wilderness to a 
place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days. 7 Then war broke out in 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=auFgpp-eelU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=auFgpp-eelU
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heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought 
back. 8 But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. 9 The great dragon was hurled 
down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to 
the earth, and his angels with him  
 

Announcements  
Focus for August – Commitment. Our first commitment is to Christ. As well as that it is good to be 
committed to Christ’s body, the Church. Many of us are very good at being committed to our sporting 
teams or our clubs because we don’t want to let the others who go down. Shouldn’t we be even more 
committed to Christ’s body as we are not just a team but a community helping one another to deal with 
the ups and downs of live? So how committed are you to the Church and what could you do to strengthen 
that commitment  
COVID. As the risk of spreading covid reduces in our community so we can ease back on some of our 
restrictions. So from this weekend we will again have morning tea & supper. Small groups and Church wide 
meetings will (if they can) meet again in person. But we will continue to open windows and doors to keep a 
good airflow and will provide masks if people feel more comfortable wearing them inside.  
Recharge conference, A conference for men in the Hunter Valley. Saturday, 10th September, 2022.  8:30 
am to 3:00 pm.  Location: Grace Evangelical Church, 344- 348 Lake Rd., Glendale. Speaker, Simon 
Manchester, John 14, 15 &16, for "on ocean of encouragement". L ink for more details and to 
register: https://www.hgm.org.au/recharge. Any enquiries, Martin, 0421749751.  
Church BBQ | TODAY @ 12:00pm We will be holding a BBQ in the church grounds. This will also be a great 
opportunity to get to know some of the new people who’ve started coming along to church in the past few 
months. BYO – BBQ meat and a salad to share. We’ll start cooking the BBQ at the end of morning tea. 
Inquiries –Simon M 0404 942 544 
The Christian Health Professionals Network would like to invite all healthcare workers and support staff 
(admin/ pastors) to their annual prayer brunch at Macquarie Life Church at 127 Macquarie Rd, Macquarie 
Hills on Saturday 3 September, 8-10am followed by morning tea.  Contact Liz Trethewey on 0402 123 839 
for details or register at www.chpn.com.au.  
Working Bee. The Church will be holding a working bee so it can do some of the general maintenance that 
builds up regularly. It will be held on Saturday 3rd September 8-12noon. All welcome. Come for an hour, 
come for the morning. Plenty of big and small jobs to do. 
For your diary 

 Mission Team Zoom Meeting – Sunday 21st August @ 4-4:45pm 

 Small Group Leaders meeting – Sunday 28th August 11:30-12:30pm in Cottage 

 Church camp. Fri 3 – Sun 5 March 2023 
Kids Spot: Kids Spot: We have a cliff hanger of a story today in Kids church where we will learn 

from Luke 4:14-30 where Jesus visits his home town of Nazareth and is rejected by the people he 
grew up with. They tried to kill Jesus, but couldn't because it was not the time God had planned for 
this to happen. Question of the week: Why did the people of Nazareth reject Jesus as the 
promised Messiah? 
Rhema Do you realise that our Church runs a radio programme on Rhema every Sunday morning from 
7:30am? It costs us approximate $60 a week to put the programme on Rhema and f you would like to 
financially support it please mark your offering Rhema. 
  

Prayer Points for 14th August 2022 
Psalm 26:2-3 “Prove me, O Lord, and try me; test my heart and my mind. For your steadfast love is before 
my eyes, and I walk in your faithfulness.” 
Pray for Hong Kong:  Pray for continued freedom to produce and distribute Christian media. Pray for 
amassed wealth to be used for God's glory rather than materialistic excess. Pray for Hong Kong to lead in 
proclaiming the Gospel to Chinese people worldwide. 

https://www.hgm.org.au/recharge
http://www.chpn.com.au/
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Pray for our church: Pray we will be steadfast, immovable and always abounding in good works for God’s 
glory. 
Pray for Kingdom growth: “His dominion is an eternal dominion; His kingdom endures from generation to 
generation … He does as He pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth. No one can 
hold back His hand …” (Daniel 4:34b–35 NIV). Praise God for His kingdom that endures from generation to 
generation. Pray it would grow and spread throughout all the world, until the kingdoms of this world 
become the kingdoms of the Son. 
 

Bible Reading – Revelation 12:10-17 
10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom 
of our God, and the authority of his Messiah. For the accuser of our brothers and sisters, who accuses them 
before our God day and night, has been hurled down. 11 They triumphed over him by the blood of the 
Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. 
12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, because the 
devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury,  because he knows that his time is short.” 13 When the 
dragon saw that he had been hurled to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth to the male 
child. 14 The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, so that she might fly to the place prepared 
for her in the wilderness, where she would be taken care of for a time, times and half a time, out of the 
serpent’s reach. 15 Then from his mouth the serpent spewed water like a river, to overtake the woman and 
sweep her away with the torrent. 16 But the earth helped the woman by opening its mouth and swallowing 
the river that the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 17 Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and 
went off to wage war against the rest of her offspring—those who keep God’s commands and hold fast 
their testimony about Jesus. 
 

Song – Who is on the Lords side  Who is on the Lord's side (BY St Michael's 

Singers) (gospel hymn) - YouTube 
1. Who is on the Lord’s side? Who will serve the King? 

Who will be His helpers, other lives to bring? 
Who will leave the world’s side? Who will face the foe? 
Who is on the Lord’s side? Who for Him will go? 
By Thy call of mercy, by Thy grace divine, 
We are on the Lord’s side—Saviour, we are Thine! 

2. Jesus, Thou hast bought us, not with gold or gem, 
But with Thine own lifeblood, for Thy diadem; 
With Thy blessing filling each who comes to Thee, 
Thou hast made us willing, Thou hast made us free. 
By Thy grand redemption, by Thy grace divine, 
We are on the Lord’s side—Saviour, we are Thine! 

3. Fierce may be the conflict, strong may be the foe, 
But the King’s own army none can overthrow; 
’Round His standard ranging, vict’ry is secure, 
For His truth unchanging makes the triumph sure. 
Joyfully enlisting, by Thy grace divine, 
We are on the Lord’s side—Saviour, we are Thine! 

4. Chosen to be soldiers, in an alien land, 
Chosen, called, and faithful, for our Captain’s band; 
In the service royal, let us not grow cold, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i244sHrT17c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i244sHrT17c
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Let us be right loyal, noble, true and bold. 
Master, wilt Thou keep us, by Thy grace divine, 
Always on the Lord’s side—Saviour, always Thine! 

Sermon – The Cosmic Conflict (Stephen T)  

“Today we saw what seemed like two tribes going to war. And boy was it a bloody conquest. The Bulls got 
the first breakthrough. And once they had their hand on their opponent’s throat, they weren’t going to let 
up. They gnawed and pummelled their opposition into submission. But somehow the Warriors clawed back 
into the contest. Initially it was by stabilising the rot but in the end, they beat the Bulls at their own game. 
They came at them with all guns blazing and showed no mercy. From then on victory was secured. In fact, 
despite the heat of the contest the Western Australian Warriors outscored the Queensland Bulls with 4 
overs to spare to win the one-day cricket final.”  
 
Have you noticed that nowadays to be a sporting team you have a catchy name? In the past teams carried 
such names as the magpies, the berries or the waratahs. But now the names seem to be getting more and 
more ferocious. The Brisbane Bullets will make the opposition eat lead. The Newcastle Knights will slay any 
opponents. The Melbourne Storm can strike from anywhere. And so, when we pick up the newspaper and 
read any report on a sporting fixture, you have to interpret the symbolism behind the names.   
 
In fact, if you think about it, the modern sporting page is beginning to look very much like the book of 
Revelation. For there we find dragons attacking women clothed with the sun. We see the ancient serpent 
being hurled out of heaven. We hear a third of the stars being swept out of the sky. And we ask ourselves 
what does this all mean? 
 
And the answer is that both the newspaper and the Bible are using highly symbolic language to describe 
the battle between two great foes. On the sporting field it may be two teams in a final but here in 
Revelation we see that it is two sides in a war. The greatest of all wars. 

Slide 2 
The fight between good and evil. The conflict between light and darkness. The battle between God and the 
Devil. And this war is not just being waged in your head, in your heart and in your home but it is a cosmic 
conflict. For what is going on all around you is linked to what is going on in heaven. The battle you are 
waging right now is related to the war that is going on between God and Satan. And so, the best thing we 
can do right now is not try and land the decisive blow ourselves but to get on the winning side. And to use 
the weapons that our commander in chief has made available to us each day. Let’s begin with  

Slide 3 
1. The Great War (verses 1-6) 

“A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a 
crown of twelve stars on her head. 2 She was pregnant and cried out in pain as she was about to give birth.” 
 
This war involves a woman, clothed with the sun with twelve stars in her crown & the moon at her feet. 
Jewish tradition, building on the vision of Joseph in Genesis 37 in which Jacob is the sun, Rachel the moon, 
the patriarchs of Israel the stars, takes this as a metaphor for Israel, the people of God. But Revelation 12 
will push that interpretation a little bit wider. 

Slide 4 
5 “She gave birth to a son, a male child, who “will rule all the nations with an iron sceptre.” Now that is 
clearly a picture of Jesus. Who of course was an Israelite, so all good so far! “And her child was snatched 
up to God and to his throne. 6 The woman fled into the wilderness to a place prepared for her by God, 
where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days.” 
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After Jesus goes to heaven the woman is taken care of by God. And this looks like it is a reference not to 
physical Israel, but spiritual Israel. Not just to the Jews but to the whole people of God, Jew and Gentile. 
So, there is war between the people of God & who? Satan! 

Slide 5 
3 “Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and 
seven crowns on its heads. 4 Its tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth. The 
dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that it might devour her child the 
moment he was born.” 

Slide 6 
Now that is a frightening sight. An enormous red dragon. With 7 heads and the power of a horn on each of 
them. A crown on them as well so this dragon is a powerful ruler. So much so that his tail can sweep a third 
of the stars out of the sky. Is that a reference to Satan taking a number of the angels out of heaven & 
forming his own demonic army or is it saying that Satan has the ability to influence what is going in both 
the heavens and the earth? 
 
Either way this is going to be some battle. Between two spiritual heavyweights. Where Satan the king of 
this world is intent on attacking the people of God. A little bit later in the chapter we will see what 
weapons Satan has at his disposal. 9 “The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the 
devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.” 
 
This dragon is the ancient serpent, the one who tempted Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden and caused 
evil to come into this world in the first place. He is also the devil, literally the evil one, the source of all that 
is wrong with this world. He is the Satan, the accuser who stands before God and says about the people of 
God, they are sinners. They have let you down, God. They have disobeyed your commands and so they 
should pay for their crimes. And Satan is so good at what he does, he has led the whole world astray. His 
fingerprints are everywhere. Oh no, this doesn’t look good.  
 
Putting these two signs together, a pregnant woman about to give birth and a powerful dragon who wants 
to eat her baby. Now who would you be putting your money on to win? The woman cannot run. There is 
no where to hide and she is completely defenceless. And that is what our world looks like. It seems like evil 
has won, it looks like Satan has the upper hand, it appears that God and his ways are constantly being 
trashed.  

Slide 7 
But the woman, the people of God does give birth to the one who will rule all the nations. Despite Herod 
attempting to kill the baby Jesus, Mary & Joseph do escape from Bethlehem. Jesus gets to teach his 
disciples the gospel, do miracles and healings. He is protected long enough for him to choose to die on a 
cross to forgive the sins of the world and to rise to life and defeat that great enemy of all mankind, death.  
 
But none of that is included in the story of Revelation 12. For according to our passage, the two key 
components of this cosmic conflict are the birth of Jesus and his ascension. Where he comes down and 
takes Satan on at his home ground so to speak, the earth and when he returns back to heaven as the king 
of the world having defeated sin, Satan and death. The key turning points in the winning of this great war 
are Jesus coming as a man so he could properly represent all mankind and Jesus returning to his Father 
God as the victorious, all conquering King, the king of the world! 
 
Often, we as Christians emphasise the death and resurrection of Jesus and these are key battles within the 
fight for good and evil. But the real battle begins with the incarnation where Jesus takes on the role of our 
commander in chief and he stays that way until the battle ends when Jesus ascends back to heaven having 
shed this own blood to save his people from their sins.  

Slide 8 
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So, Revelation 12 is a newspaper report writing about the age-old conflict between good & evil, between 
the seed of the woman and the ancient serpent, between Christ and the devil, between the church and the 
world. It always looks like Satan is going to win but he is a loser. Jesus is supreme. Jesus wins us the victory. 
Thus we need to make sure we are on Jesus side. 

Slide 9 
But friends often you and I forget that this is true. You might know that Martin Luther, the great reformer 
often suffered bouts of deep depression. One day his wife Kathryn had noticed he has been in one of those 
moods for far too long. So, she decided to do something to snap him out of it. She dressed all in black and 
met him at the front door. Luther noticed her clothes and asked his wife “who had died” and she replied 
“Your God died. At least so you act (like it)” The shock of her words and the realisation that God wasn’t 
dead was enough to wake Martin Luther up and remind him that Jesus is Lord over all things. Which is 
what the next part of Revelation 12 tells us about. The great war and secondly… 

Slide 10 
2. The Great Victory (verses 7-12) 

7 “Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his 
angels fought back. But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. The great dragon 
was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He 
was hurled to the earth & his angels with him.” 

Slide 11 
So, the fighting in this war between good and evil becomes particularly intense. And Satan and his demons 
are doing their best on one side and Michael and the angels are responding on the other side. But Satan is 
not strong enough to overcome the forces of God. And they lose their place in heaven. So, when did that 
happen? Or is it still to happen?  
 
Well, there are three possibilities. He might have been hurled down to earth before mankind was created. 
For there he is in the Garden of Eden tempting Adam and Eve. And remember the power he was given to 
inflict pain and suffering and death on Job and his family. Or maybe he lost his place in heaven when Jesus 
came to earth for there, he is found scheming and using King Herod and Judas and the Pharisees and 
Pontius Pilate to do his leg work and get rid of the Son of God while he is away from the safety of heaven. 
Or this could be something that will happen at the end of the world, where Satan comes and launches  
one last battle, the battle of Armageddon to once and for all be crowned king of the World. 

Slide 12 
But what does our text say? 10 “Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come the salvation and 
the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Messiah. For the accuser of our brothers 
and sisters, who accuses them before our God, day & night, has been hurled down. They triumphed 
over him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so 
much as to shrink from death.” 
 
That seems to suggest that what dislodged Satan from heaven was the triumph of the blood of the lamb. 
When Jesus died and rose again to pay the penalty for our sins. That completely changes Satan’s role. As 
the accuser he can rightly say to God about you and me. That guy is a sinner. That girl is a traitor. That one 
over there has blood on their hands and an unforgiven heart so they are mine. Satan in heaven plays the 
role of the prosecution lawyer. Those guys are guilty. And so deserve the punishment of eternal death 
given by a just judge. 

Slide 13 
That is what we see that Satan does for Job. He makes accusations against him. He appears before God in 
the heavenly court. He still in some way has access to heaven. But when Jesus dies for our sins. And the 
blood of the lamb takes away the penalty of our sins. There is no work for Satan to do as an accuser. 
Because God’s people are now justified, just as if they had never sinned. They are forgiven, their sins have 
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been taken away as far as east is from west. So, Satan can no longer point to our sins, all he can see now is 
Jesus’ righteousness.  
 
Martin Luther tells the story of an encounter with Satan in which the devil wrote out a long list of Luther’s 
sins, every one of them accurate and true. Luther read the list and said to the Devil, “think a little harder, 
I’m sure you have missed some!” The Devil did & added another page to his list. Martin Luther reread 
them and gave them back to the Devil. “That’s about right now. But write across that list in red ink “The 
blood of Christ cleanses us from all sin. The Lamb has died. I’m forgiven! You’re defeated, Satan!” The Devil 
went away defeated. 
 
It was Jesus’ death on the cross that was the decisive blow that defeated the devil. Which is why Jesus says 
in Luke chapter 10, when He sent His disciples out to preach the gospel and they came back saying, 
rejoicing, “even the devils are subject to us.” You remember what He said to them? – “I saw Satan fall like 
lightning from heaven.” 

Slide 14 
Once Jesus died on the cross and rose to life, Satan no longer has access to God in heaven. So where is he 
now? Revelation 12 continues…12 “Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to 
the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that 
his time is short.” 
 
The Devil is now prowling around us like a roaring lion. He knows that he is going down. That his time is 
short and he wants to take as many down with him as he can. So, the battle goes on. The war continues to 
rage. But the outcomes have been well & truly determined. 

Slide 15 
It is a bit like what happened in WW2. When the Allies landed back on French territory and won the battle 
that became known as D Day, everyone knew the war was effectively over. Hitler was on the run. And yes 
he like Satan threw everything he had, including the kitchen sink at the Allies but he was never, ever was 
going to win. Likewise, sin, death and Satan were defeated by Jesus on the cross. The captives had been set 
free. The sinners have been forgiven. Eternal life had been won. But Satan will keep waging war until the 
very end. 

Slide 16 
So how do we fight such a wounded foe? Verse 11. 11 “They triumphed over him by the blood of the 
Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.” We 
start with relying, completely relying on what Jesus has done for us. We are not saved because we go to 
Church or because we cook meals for those with COVID. We have put our trust in the blood of Jesus. That 
is our word of testimony. That is what we sing about and talk about. Jesus saves. Without Jesus I am lost. 
With Jesus I have eternal life. 
 
And because of that we will follow Jesus. Pick up our cross and follow him, wherever he will lead us. We 
want to follow him more than we want to protect our own skin. We will serve Him rather than serve our 
families. We are even willing to die ourselves and live with Him.  
 
You see the truth of the gospel is that not only does Jesus’ death save us from hell. It helps to give us the 
victory in our battle with Satan. Jesus is our commander in chief. He is the King of the world. So, if I stay 
close to him, if I trust in Him, he will deliver me not matter what Satan will throw at me. The armour of 
God, the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, the 
sword of the spirit. And wrapped around it all, a life of prayer. That is our best defence from Satan’s 
schemes.  
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But if that is true, if Satan has been cast down. If we have triumphed through Jesus’ blood, why is it so hard 
being a Christian? How come the struggle for holiness is always two steps forward and one step back? 
Because Satan continues to pursue the people of God. 

Slide 17 
3. The great war, the great battle and lastly the great escape. (Verses 13-17) 

13 “When the dragon saw that he had been hurled to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth 
to the male child. 14 The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, so that she might fly to the place 
prepared for her in the wilderness, where she would be taken care of for a time, times and half a time, out 
of the serpent’s reach.  Slide 18 15 Then from his mouth the serpent spewed water like a river, 
to overtake the woman and sweep her away with the torrent.  But the earth helped the woman by opening 
its mouth and swallowing the river that the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. Then the dragon was 
enraged at the woman and went off to wage war against the rest of her offspring—those who keep God’s 
commands and hold fast their testimony about Jesus.” 
 
This time the imagery comes from the book of Exodus. The dragon pursues the people of God like Pharoah 
pursues the Egyptians. But God leads his people into the desert. And when it looks like they will be trapped 
by the waters of the Red Sea, the earth & the wind protects them from all harm. You see God continues to 
care for his people. When the Church is under attack there is no need to fear. Instead like the Psalmist we 
can say, “I lift my eyes to the hills. Where does my help come from? Our safety comes from the Lord, the 
Maker of heaven and earth.” God is our defender & we can take refuge there. We are safe with him. 
 
Safe with him in the wilderness. For our home is not in the cities, our home is not here on earth. We are 
pilgrims heading toward heaven. We are not going to put our roots down too deeply here on earth. For we 
are just passing through. We will keep heading in the direction that Jesus is pointing us toward.  

Slide 19 
So do you feel like you are drowning? Does your spiritual life feel under attack? Do you feel hard pressed, 
crushed on every side? Remember the words of Isaiah 40, “Do you not know? Have you not heard? The 
Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his 
understanding no one can fathom. 29 He gives strength to the weary & increases the power of the weak. 
30 Even youths grow tired & weary & young men stumble and fall; 31 but those who hope in the LORD will 
renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk 
and not be faint.” 
 
Today Revelation 12 has helped us look at the world through the right eyes. There is a battle going on, a 
spiritual battle and the people of God are caught up in the crossfire. While the battle rages it will never be 
easy for us. But Satan is defeated. Christ does reign. Our victory is assured. And yet we must not get 
complacent. 
 
CS Lewis in the book the Screwtape letters tells us that Christians can make two major mistakes in this 
area. Firstly, we can disbelieve in the devil, ignore the fact that there is a spiritual battle & if we go down 
that path we will not be prepared for the battle of our lives.  

Slide 20 
I read a while back a true story about a person who left his property to the devil. Now this had never 
happened before and the dispute ended up in court. The court’s verdict? “It is decided that the best way to 
carry out the wished of the deceased is to allow the farm to grow weeds, the soil to erode and the house 
and the barn to rot. In our opinion the best way to leave something to the devil is to do nothing.” Ignoring 
the devil and doing nothing is a dangerous business. 
 
Alternatively, we can have an unhealthy interest in the devil, in demons, even in the book of Revelation 
and forget that the key idea is that Jesus has won us the victory. Friends, we don’t need to be spooked by 
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the devil. We don’t need to be scared about the future. Whenever the devil reminds us of our past, we can 
remind him of his future. 

Slide 21 
A painter once painted the devil playing a game of chess with a young man whose eternal soul was at 
stake. The scene showed the devil with a look of glee on his face as he checkmates the young man whose 
look of despair acknowledges defeat. There appears no other move for him to make. But a great chess 
player came across the work of art and after carefully studying the game, found that if he made just one 
move on the young man’s behalf, the tables were turned and it was now the devil in a position of utter 
defeat.  

Slide 22 
Friends, when we look around us, when we look within us, when we look at our past and our present, it 
looks like evil is winning. But Jesus has intervened and made the winning move. D Day has happened and 
some time soon V Day will come our way. In the meantime, it is up to us to put our trust in the blood of the 
lamb, to continue to give to others the word of our testimony and to not love life so much as to shrink 
from death. The war might be raging but thanks be to God who gives us the victory through the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
 
Satan is defeated. Christ does reign. Sin is forgiven. And yet we mustn’t get complacent. Satan fights on, 
driven not by an attempt to win the war. No, he’s been defeated but in spite and in malice and in 
unrelenting rage in the midst of a war, he knows he’s lost he wants to take God’s people down. So cling to 
Christ and let him fight the battle on your behalf. 
 

Song – Cling to Christ   Cling to Christ • Official Lyric Video on Vimeo 

1. Father, I can come to You    Chorus 
And boast of deeds I've done    It's more than I can do 
In my pride I strive to earn    It's more than I can do 
The favor Christ has won    To keep my hold on You 
He alone pleads my acceptance   But all my hope and peace 
All my works aside     Is that You cling to me 
So I come with empty hands 
And I cling to Christ 

 
2. Father, I can go astray     3. Father, all my earthly aims 

And battle needless fears    In time will turn to dust 
Voices tell me I'm condemned   Let me learn that loss is gain 
And that I can't draw near    For those who know Your love 
But Your Spirit calls me homeward   All the treasures of this world 
With Your words of life    Will never satisfy 
Jesus bore my every sin    You alone are endless joy 
So, I cling to Christ     So, I cling to Christ 

 

Benediction 
10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom 
of our God, and the authority of his Messiah. For the accuser of our brothers and sisters, who accuses them 
before our God day and night, has been hurled down. 11 They triumphed over him by the blood of the 
Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death 

https://vimeo.com/248230178

