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Sunday 17th July, 2022  
Service for Swansea & Charlestown Presbyterian Church    

Welcome & Prayer 
Let us worship God. As the Psalmist says in Psalm 42, “As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul 
pants for you, my God. 2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with God? 3 My 
tears have been my food day and night, while people say to me all day long, ‘Where is your God?’ 4 These 
things I remember as I pour out my soul: how I used to go to the house of God under the protection of the 
Mighty One with shouts of joy and praise among the festive throng. 5 Why, my soul, are you downcast?  
Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Saviour and my God.” 
 
Let us pray… Dear Lord and Father we come to you today with the aim of putting our hope in you. This 
week we have put our hope in lots of things. In a bus timetable, in our own abilities, in our family, in our 
government but none of those things are strong as you, as good as you, as compassionate as you or as 
powerful as you. We know that we should have put our hope in you in the first case but we are often wilful 
and independent and stubborn. And we are slow learners. 
 
But today we come to you, we look to you, we trust in you. We trust in you for the forgiveness of sin. We 
look to you and your word for the guidance we need in our lives. And we come to you, as we are, hoping 
that you will send us out renewed and refreshed and reinvigorated, and ready to serve you. 
 
So be with us in our prayers, in our songs, in our readings and in the preaching of your word. Lift us up if 
we are down. Settle if we are trouble. Challenge us if we are complacent. But most of all change and make 
us more like your son, the Lord Jesus. In whose name we pray, Amen.  
 

Song – All Creatures of Our God and King      
(1) All Creatures of Our God and King [Official Lyric Video] - YouTube 

1. All creatures of our God and King,   2. And all ye men of tender heart, 
Lift up your voice and with us sing,   Forgiving others, take your part, 
Alleluia! Alleluia!     O praise Him! Alleluia! 
Thou burning sun with golden beam,   Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, 
Thou silver moon with softer gleam!   Praise God and on Him cast your care! 

Refrain:   O praise Him! O praise Him! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

3. Let all things their Creator bless, 
And worship Him in humbleness, 
O praise Him! Alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
And praise the Spirit, Three in One! 

Bible Reading – Revelation 6:1-17 (NIV)  
I watched as the Lamb opened the first of the seven seals. Then I heard one of the four living creatures say 
in a voice like thunder, “Come!” 2 I looked, and there before me was a white horse! Its rider held a bow, and 
he was given a crown, and he rode out as a conqueror bent on conquest.3 When the Lamb opened the 
second seal, I heard the second living creature say, “Come!” 4 Then another horse came out, a fiery red 
one. Its rider was given power to take peace from the earth and to make people kill each other. To him was 
given a large sword. 5 When the Lamb opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come!” I 
looked, and there before me was a black horse! Its rider was holding a pair of scales in his hand. 6 Then I 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hhycL4h64_s
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heard what sounded like a voice among the four living creatures, saying, “Two pounds of wheat for a day’s 
wages, and six pounds of barley for a day’s wages, and do not damage the oil and the wine!” 7 When the 
Lamb opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, “Come!” 8 I looked, and 
there before me was a pale horse! Its rider was named Death, and Hades was following close behind him. 
They were given power over a fourth of the earth to kill by sword, famine & plague & by the wild beasts of 
the earth. 
 

9 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the 
word of God and the testimony they had maintained. 10 They called out in a loud voice, “How 
long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our 
blood?” 11 Then each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, until the full 
number of their fellow servants, their brothers and sisters, were killed just as they had been. 12 I watched as 
he opened the sixth seal. There was a great earthquake. The sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat 
hair, the whole moon turned blood red, 13 and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as figs drop from a fig 
tree when shaken by a strong wind. 14 The heavens receded like a scroll being rolled up, and every mountain 
and island was removed from its place. 15 Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the 
mighty, and everyone else, both slave and free, hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains. 16 They 
called to the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the 
throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17 For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can 
withstand it?” 
 

Announcements  
Focus for July – Hospitality. Is there someone at Church you haven’t seen for a while? Or someone you 
would normally speak to regularly that you haven’t had the chance recently to catch up? During this month 
focusing on hospitality, why not try and reconnect to them and encourage them in their faith?  
Help needed - It would be fantastic if after the service today some strong folks could help move the 
rubbish outside of the cottage onto the road. Roadside pick up begins on Monday 18th for the 
Charlestown area. 
School Holidays. The regular activities of the Church will be starting up again from next week. We are 
extremely thankful to all those who serve us in this way and we hope they will be able to have a good 
break and come back in term 3 refreshed. 
Kids church: A holiday kids church program is running today and back to normal from next Sunday. 
Children 3yo to those in year 2 are able to go to the hall. Children in years 3-4 have the option of staying in 
church or going to the hall. Children in years 5-6 are asked to stay in church. There will be activity sheets 
available at the back of the church for kids staying in church. 
Impact Youth. We are in for epic Term 3 of Impact Youth! Our first Friday back is July 29th from 7pm. 
Small Leaders Meeting. We will be having a small group leader’s meeting on Sunday 24th July from 11:30-
12:30am. 
 

Song – Jesus thank you  
Jesus, Thank You (feat. Brook Hills Music) - Official Lyric Video - YouTube  

i. The mystery of the cross I cannot comprehend 
The agonies of Calvary 
You the perfect Holy One, crushed Your Son 
Who drank the bitter cup reserved for me 

 
Chorus  Your blood has washed away my sin. Jesus, thank You 

The Father's wrath completely satisfied. Jesus, thank You 
Once Your enemy, now seated at Your table. Jesus, thank You 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tHp8eThI2qk
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ii. By Your perfect sacrifice I've been brought near 
Your enemy You've made Your friend 
Pouring out the riches of Your glorious grace 
Your mercy and Your kindness know no end 

 
Chorus 
Bridge Lover of my soul, I want to live for You (x4) 
Chorus 

 

Pastoral Prayer Points  
Psalm 22:27-28: “All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the 
nations shall worship before you. For the kingship belongs to the Lord and He rules the nations.” 
Pray for Cameroon: Pray for an end of widely held tribal spiritualist traditions among Christians. Pray for a 
moral government system to provide for the clean water, food, and health needs of the people. Pray for a 
gentle transfer of spiritual leadership from Western organisations to national believers. 
Prayer of thanksgiving: Lord, thank you for our salvation. And we thank you for the gift of the church, and 
the gift of this church. And we pray for our marriages, our homes, our jobs and our ministries. We pray for 
a spirit of humility, unity and love within this body of believers. 
Pray for government leaders: Pray that these leaders will weigh their decisions through the lens of truth 
and love. 
Pray for the Hunter Region:  We pray for the people of the Hunter Region. We pray for the many people 
who remain dead in their sins and imprisoned by Satan. Pray the Lord would show his power, grace, and 
mercy to our region by redeeming the lost by His word and Spirit. 
 

Bible Reading – Revelation 7:1-17 (NIV)   
7 After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the 
earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the land or on the sea or on any tree. 2 Then I saw another angel 
coming up from the east, having the seal of the living God. He called out in a loud voice to the four angels 
who had been given power to harm the land and the sea: 3 “Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees 
until we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.” 4 Then I heard the number of those who 
were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel. 5 From the tribe of Judah 12,000 were sealed, from the 
tribe of Reuben 12,000, from the tribe of Gad 12,000, 6 from the tribe of Asher 12,000, from the tribe of 
Naphtali 12,000, from the tribe of Manasseh 12,000, 7 from the tribe of Simeon 12,000, from the tribe of 
Levi 12,000, from the tribe of Issachar 12,000, 8 from the tribe of Zebulun 12,000, from the tribe of Joseph 
12,000, from the tribe of Benjamin 12,000. 
 

9 After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white 
robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10 And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation 
belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 11 All the angels were standing around the 
throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne 
& worshiped God, 12 saying: “Amen! Praise & glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and 
strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!” 13 Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white 
robes—who are they, and where did they come from?” 14 I answered, “Sir, you know.” And he said, “These 
are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore, “they are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his 
temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 16 ‘Never again will they 
hunger; never again will they thirst. The sun will not beat down on them,’ nor any scorching heat. 17 For the 
Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; ‘he will lead them to springs of living water.’  ‘And 
God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’” 
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Sermon – Why doesn’t God clean up the mess?  
On the Morning of September 11, 2001, Reverend John Mason from Redeemer Presbyterian Church in 
New York was putting the finishing touches to a sermon which he'd called, "Disillusioned with God? Why 
Doesn't He Clean Up the Mess?" when the first plane hit the NY twin towers. Chaos reigned. Smoke 
belched from the buildings. A while later one tower fell followed by another. Mason says it was like an 
earthquake. The smoke took over. It was as dark as midnight and in the midst of all the chaos he wondered 
if this might be the end. 

Slide 2 
I think that many of us have asked that same question, “Why doesn’t God just clean up the mess?” 
Ukraine. Refugees. COVID. China. War. Famine. Poverty. In the words of cricket commentator Bill Lawry, 
“It’s all happening!” Is this the beginning of the end of the world? 

Slide 3 
Over the next 9 weeks we are going to look again at the book of Revelation. Which certainly will talk to us 
about the end of the world. Earlier in the year we looked at the easy part, chapters 1 to 5 and we saw that 
this is a vision about Jesus, the one who walks among the lampstands, the church of the living God. The 
one who is worshipped in heaven. The one, the only one, who is worthy to take the scroll and enact God’s 
plans for his world. 
 
I think all Christians would agree with that. But now comes the tricky part. Making sense of Revelation 6-
22. Even within this church there will be a wide range of opinions on almost everything I will say in the next 
term. Trust me, no one will agree with me on everything. And even though this is my third time preaching 
through Revelation I won’t always agree with what I said last time!  
 
But there are blessings in this book for those who read the words of this prophecy and who hear it and 
take to heart what is written in it. So together we are going to read it. Hear it. Talk about it & take to heart 
what the Spirit is going to say to us. So, let’s all take the attitude I know some things about Revelation but 
over the next couple of months I am going to learn some more things about this book and I am going to try 
and live out what I learn! 

Slide 4 
Someone has said the book of Revelation is a bit like a Pablo Picasso picture. Like this one. Guernica. It’s a 
painting about the effects of the Spanish Civil War. But it is not a photograph. Nor a liner description, it is 
all over the shop. But it powerfully portrays the horrors of war. Apocalyptic writings like the book of 
Revelation are a bit like that. They are different, surreal, weird, different to most other writings. But if we 
are able to get a look at the big picture, they will powerfully portray our world and the world to come. Let’s 
jump in! 

Slide 5 
1. Seals (Revelation 6:1-16) 

“I watched as the Lamb opened the first of the seven seals. Then I heard one of the four living creatures say 
in a voice like thunder, “Come!” 2 I looked, and there before me was a white horse! Its rider held a bow, and 
he was given a crown, and he rode out as a conqueror bent on conquest.” As Christ opens the first scroll, 
we get to see an evil force is released onto the world. A rider with a bow, who is a king & wants to show off 
his power. So begins a campaign of conquest. Oh no. This doesn’t look good. But it is going to get much 
worse.  

Slide 6 
3 “When the Lamb opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, “Come!” 4 Then another 
horse came out, a fiery red one. Its rider was given power to take peace from the earth & to make people 
kill each other. To him was given a large sword. 5 When the Lamb opened the third seal, I heard the third 
living creature say, “Come!”             Slide 7 
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 I looked, and there before me was a black horse! Its rider was holding a pair of scales in his hand… 7 When 
the Lamb opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, “Come!” 8 I looked, & 
there before me was a pale horse! Its rider was named Death, and Hades was following close behind him.” 

Slide 8 
Here are the four horses of the Apocalypse. The rise of power leads to war. And war leads to famine. And 
famine leads to death. Massive death. For a quarter of the population of the world go on to die from the 
war, famine and the associated evil. But here is our first question. Is John talking about something in the 
future or something happening right now?  
 
At first look we would have to say the future, because I haven’t seen any horseman riding around causing 
that sort of carnage on the ABC news recently. But then I do see the destructive influence of men and 
women of power all around me. And that misuse of power does lead to war and famine and death. Just 
look at what is happening in the Ukraine or Afghanistan for example. And when you think about it more 
people die of famine than any other causes. Currently we have 805 million people without food security. 
As well as a number of countries at war. And over 100 million refugees living in terrible conditions. 
 
Billy Graham once wrote, “The shadows of the four horsemen can already be seen galloping throughout 
the world at the moment.” And that was 50 years ago. In fact, I would go onto to say that every generation 
has experienced power struggles, war, famine and death. So, let’s leave the possibility open that this might 
be a word for each and every generation. 
 
But where is God in all of this? Well, this chapter tells us that God gives these horsemen the permission to 
do these things. You see it is Jesus himself that is opening the seals that allow the horsemen to spread 
their carnage. And did you notice that the crown of the first rider, the second rider’s ability to take peace 
away, death and Hades’ authority to kill, did you notice they’re all given to them? It’s not theirs by nature 
or by necessity or by right. It is given! That is to say, even the worst of the worst, even the darkest of the 
darkness, is ordered and bounded and constrained by the purpose and decree of Almighty God.  

Slide 9 
As Joni Tada Eareckson once said, God is “Always permitting what he hates, to accomplish something he 
loves.” If evil was running rampant then this would be an even more horrendous picture in front of us. But 
somehow God is so in control that He is able to work all things for the good of those who love him. Even 
war, even poverty, even abuses of power 

Slide 10 
But the seals haven’t ended yet. Its going to get both better & worse. 9 “When he opened the fifth seal, I 
saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God & the testimony they 
had maintained. 10 They called out in a loud voice, “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge 
the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?” 11 Then each of them was given a white robe, and they 
were told to wait a little longer, until the full number of their fellow servants, their brothers and 
sisters, were killed just as they had been.” 
 
You see the saints, Christians like you and me are not exempt from the destructive influences of war and 
poverty and power. For here we see under the altar the souls of those who have been slain. Persecuted, 
killed because they hung onto the word of God and continued to share their testimony of faith in Jesus 
with others.  
 
You would think that if Christians were in trouble God would save them from all their troubles. But He 
doesn’t. Yes, they are safe now that they are under the heavenly altar that has had the blood of Jesus shed 
on their behalf and that perfectly protects them now. But it didn’t protect them while they were on earth. 
And so they cry out how long Lord? When are you going to give this world justice? When are you going to 
clean up all the mess?  
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And they are told, wait. Not yet. But they are given the white robe of purity. For there are going to be more 
Christian martyrs into the future. But when the full number allowed by God is up, justice will come. And 
that is what we see done when the sixth seal is broken.  

Slide 11 
12 “I watched as he opened the sixth seal. There was a great earthquake. The sun turned black like 
sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon turned blood red, 13 and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as 
figs drop from a fig tree when shaken by a strong wind. 14 The heavens receded like a scroll being rolled up, 
  Slide 12  and every mountain and island was removed from its place. 15 Then 
the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, & everyone else, both slave and 
free, hid in caves & among the rocks of the mountains. 16 They called to the mountains and the rocks, “Fall 
on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!” 
 
When God’s wrath come it doesn’t matter whether you are a leader or a follower, a king or a servant, 
powerful or powerless. For no one will have any place to hide. No one will escape the judgement that 
comes at the end of the world. Justice will come on all. And rather than run to Jesus to find mercy from 
him, people run away from him and hide from their God. 

Slide 13 
Now is it fair that God’s judgement falls on all? I like the story of the barber and the minster who were one 
day driving together through the city’s slums. The barber who was an unbeliever said “If there is a loving 
God, how can he permit all this poverty, suffering and violence among these people, why doesn’t he save 
them all from this?” Just then a man crossed the street in front of them. He was filthy, unshaven and with 
long straggly hear.  
 
The minister pointed him out to the barber. “You’re a barber and claim to be a good one, so why do you 
allow that man to be unkempt and unshaven?” “Why, why... he never gave me a chance to fix him up, said 
the barber. “True” replied the minister “and the world is like this because men have not come to God in 
order to be fixed up as well!”  
 
You see that is what Revelation 6 is telling us. Yes, in this world God allows power and war and famine and 
death to seemingly wreak havoc in every generation. But one day everyone will get the justice they 
deserve. The wicked will have to give an account of everything they have done. The righteous will be 
avenged. And God will be glorified as he should be! 
 
But in the meantime, this is not a playground but a battle ground. And you and I need to live on a war 
footing. During WW2 there were posters up “Loose lips, sink ships!” People were told that what they do 
here on the home front can have a major impact on the battle front & Christians need to be constantly 
reminded that we are at war as well. Against Satan and his fellow demons. And we need to put on the 
armour of God in order to stand. 

Slide 14 
As John Piper wrote “I need to hear this message again and again, because I drift into peace time mindset 
as certainly as rain falls down and the flames go up. I am wired by nature to love the same toys that the 
world loves. I start to fit in. I start to love what others love. I start to call earth “home”. Before you know it, I 
am calling luxuries “needs” and using my money the way unbelievers do. I begin to forget the war. I don’t 
think much about people perishing. Mission and unreached peoples drop out of my mind.”  

Slide 15 
2. Seals & Stand? (Revelation 6:17) 

For Revelation 6 ends with a devastating question. 17 “For the great day of their wrath has come, and who 
can withstand it?” Who will be left after all the carnage has taken place? 
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And really it looks like no one will survive. Who is going to survive the stars falling from the sky and the 
mountains and rocks falling on people right left and centre? If I am alive when the end of the world comes, 
will I survive? Will you? 
 
Suppose it was today. Will you cry with John, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus! Welcome! Welcome at last! My, 
‘How long, O Lord?’ my prayers are answered!” Or will you call to the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us! 
Hide us from Him who is seated on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb because now I see. Now I 
see and it’s too late. How wrong I was! And the thought of being face to face with the Lamb whose name I 
have denounced and denied and desecrated is more than I can bear.” Will you survive? Will I? 
 
Let me put it another way. If you dreamed the dream that makes up chapter 6 and 7 and you woke up in 
the middle of the night, would you say, “Gee I've had a good dream”? Or would you be in cold sweat, and 
you'd sit up in bed shaking and say “Gee I have had a nightmare”? If you were to look at the Pablo Picasso 
version of these chapters, would you say that painting was an encouragement to me to continue to serve 
God or would you say it produces in me a worry about what would happen to me & my family on the last 
day? 

Slide 16 
3. Seals, Stand & Sealed (Revelation 7:1-10) 

Well, it depends on whether you will be able to stand on that last day. And according to Revelation 7 there 
will be some who will stand because before the horsemen ride and before the end comes, they will have 
been sealed by God himself.  
 
“After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the 
earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the land or on the sea or on any tree. 2 Then I saw another angel 
coming up from the east, having the seal of the living God. He called out in a loud voice to the four angels 
who had been given power to harm the land and the sea: 3 “Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees 
until we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.”  
 
Once again, we see God’s sovereignty. Holding back the winds, holding back the power to harm until he 
has protected his people, he has sealed them. A couple of weeks ago I had a cold and I was drinking golden 
syrup, lemon and hot water for my sore throat but then I ran out of golden syrup. But we had another 
squeezy bottle but although it was full nothing came out. I undid the cap and there was a silver seal 
protecting the contents from harm. 
 
And that is what God is promising to do for his people. Here they are surrounded by danger and disease. 
There is around us a world of temptation and evil and you and I are not immune from it. God doesn’t 
remove us from the world of evil nor does he remove evil from our world, instead he keeps us safe and 
seals us ensuring we will always be his. 

Slide 17 
How does God do that? The apostle Paul tells us in his letter to the Ephesians, 1 “When you believed, you 
were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our 
inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.” God seals 
us with the Holy Spirit. He places his very being within us. Part of God actually dwells within the Christian. 
That how much he loves us. That is how committed he is to us. That yes, he will allow evil to do its best but 
he has sealed us so that the true child of God will never fall away.    

Slide 18 
As he says in Romans 8, 35 “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?... 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 



      

Page | 8 

 

Slide 19 
And then John gives us that famous number – 144,000 he said will be sealed from every tribe of the sons of 
Israel. Twelve is the number of the tribes. Twelve times twelve times a thousand is simply a way of 
indicating the fullest possible number of the people of God with not one missing, from God’s chosen 
people. Once again don’t get tied up with the numbers, it’s a symbol, a picture. Everyone who has been 
sealed from God’s people will be saved.  
 
Sometimes we look around today and see the number of people who are Christians in Australia is dropping 
dramatically and we wonder, are there only going to be a few that are saved? No John says, there are 
thousands, a hundred thousand and more. Actually, John hears the number of 144000 and then he sees a 
great multitude.  

Slide 20 
9 “After this I looked, & there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
tribe, people & language, standing before the throne & before the Lamb. They were wearing white 
robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10 And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation 
belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 

Slide 21 
Wait there is more, hundreds of thousands more, millions more. From every nation. Every tribe. Every 
people. They were sealed as well. They were protected when the difficult times broke all around them. 
When death and war and poverty came riding through their lives on horseback. So the saved are made up 
not just of the Jews but the Gentiles. For the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ has gone all over the earth & 
no people groups will miss out in the end. 
 
Just because God is sovereign doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t be doing mission. Actually, this is an 
encouragement to do mission because on the last day every nation will be represented. This is God’s will 
for the world. So, shouldn’t it also be our passion as well? 

Slide 22 
As preacher David Strain has put it. “I suspect if we really grasped that truth that Gospel success for the 
mission of God is guaranteed in the end, if we really grasp that truth as a church, we would become a much 
more radical, risk-taking congregation than we now are – trying new things, stepping out of our comfort 
zone with great Gospel zeal. Because, friends, our passage teaches us that the mission cannot fail. It can’t 
fail. Here they all are, everyone for whom Christ died, not one missing from every tribe & tongue. What are 
we waiting for? Let’s go! Call to bring the Gospel to the world on a mission we know will not fail. How bold 
we ought to be as the Lamb’s emissaries proclaiming good news while there’s still time.” 

Slide 23 
4. Seals, stand, sealed and finally singing (Revelation 7:11-17) 

The sealed lifted their voices to heaven in song. “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and 
to the Lamb.” And later on “Amen! Praise & glory and wisdom and thanks and honour and power and 
strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!” 
 
Joy replaces sadness and suffering. They find shelter with their Good Shepherd. Yes, they once had to wait, 
to stay the course and endure difficult times here on earth. But the wait is now over. Justice has been 
done. Their salvation has been secured by the lamb. He had rescued his people from his own wrath. He 
plunged their filthy, soiled, ugly clothes of sin into his red, pure, cleansing blood and miraculously and 
supernaturally they came out clean.    

Slide 24 
Corrie Ten Boom put it this way “the blood of Jesus has great power. There is perhaps not a phrase in the 
bible that is so full of secret truth as is “the blood of Jesus.” It is the secret to his incarnation, when Jesus 
took on flesh and blood; the secret to his obedience unto death, when we have his blood at the cross of 
Calvary; the secret to his love that went beyond all understanding when he bought us with blood.” 
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Friends if we are a Christian, we can see ourselves amongst that number. God has sealed us, protected us. 
One day he will deliver us into his presence. Where we will praise God with song & continue to trust our 
Good Shepherd who has led us to these springs of living water.  
 
So why doesn’t he clean up the mess? He is waiting for the right number from all the world to be sealed 
and saved. And so, if we want it to happen sooner, then let us get on our skates now and continue to 
preach the good news to all the earth. In the meantime, we trust Him, in the midst of a world full of war, 
evil and pain & suffering. 

Slide 25 
I once heard of a toddler who became very ill but his parents taught her to recite the 23rd psalm on her 
fingers. Starting with her pinkie she would grab a finger as she said each word of “The Lord is my 
shepherd.” One morning after a long fight with her illness, the little girl was found dead, but she was found 
with her hand grasping her thumb. “The Lord is my shepherd.” Despite all her difficulties, her good 
shepherd had led her to green pastures. Wiped away her tears & taken her to springs of living water. And 
that is what we see in our passage as well, how God truly protects his own no matter what the world 
throws at us. 
 

Song – I have a shelter  I Have A Shelter - Sovereign Grace - YouTube 

1. I have a shelter in the storm 
When troubles pour upon me 
Though fears are rising like a flood 
My soul can rest securely 
O Jesus, I will hide in You 
My place of peace and solace 
No trial is deeper than Your love 
That comforts all my sorrows 

 
2. I have a shelter in the storm 

When all my sins accuse me 
Though justice charges me with guilt 
Your grace will not refuse me 
O Jesus, I will hide in You 
Who bore my condemnation 
I find my refuge in Your wounds 
For there I find salvation 

 
3. I have a shelter in the storm 

When constant winds would break me 
For in my weakness, I have learned 
Your strength will not forsake me 
O Jesus, I will hide in You 
The One who bears my burdens 
With faithful hands that cannot fail 
 

Closing.  
“When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit 
guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his 
glory.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MCxhyiXQO9M

