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PENTECOST 5 

27/6/21 

CAVES BEACH 

Call to Worship God: presence of: in worship worship: presence of 

God in  

Touch us with your presence, O God! 

        We will respond with worship that is joyful and free. 

Touch us with your presence, O God!  

We will hear the Word, spoken for us and for our faith 
community. 

Touch us with your presence, O God! 

We will experience the revealing, healing, power of the 
Spirit. 

Touch us with your presence, O God, 

        and we will be your compassionate presence to others. 

Opening Prayer of Thanksgiving thanks/thanksgiving 

For your creative glory, which shines from every flowing stream and sings 

out from every bird, 

        we give you thanks, most gracious God. 

For the joy that is ours at work, within the family circle, and when we relax 

with our friends, 

        we give you thanks, most gracious God.  

For your presence in the rough and tumble of life and when the pressure is 
on, 

        we give you thanks, most gracious God. 

For the peace of Christ which this faith community extends, as it reaches 

out to our suburb, and to communities far from here; 
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        we give you thanks, O most gracious God. Amen. 

HYMN  594  Fight the good fight 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bgl4SoI-5sk  

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING & CONFESSION 

We give thanks to you, God, for your compassion to us. 

You do not keep a record of our wrongdoings 

nor make us crawl on our knees  

nor cower before you in order to receive your forgiveness; 

you do not withhold your grace, 

you give it freely. 

You remember that we are your beloved people, 

those formed out of dust by your very hand. 

You listen to our deepest longings  

visit us with words of peace and kindness. 

And so wholly restored and renewed,  

we delight in your goodness to us, 

and join with the earth in all it’s beauty  

to praise you with gladness and joy. 

It is with remorse that we confess that we are the people  

who get in the way of your generosity and grace. 

We like regulations and controls  

and to litigate those we believe buck the system. 

We put up roadblocks for those we don’t like  

and skew the rules of engagement so that  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bgl4SoI-5sk
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only those who we deem acceptable are given an open pass into your 

realm. 

We put shackles on what we deem truth to be,  

by narrowing the parameters of who is allowed to speak  

and what is allowed to be spoken about. 

We couch this in a language of protection and security  

and are blind to the idea that it is in opening up the floodgates  

of compassion and justice that we become more blessed,  

more fully human, more in tune with you. 

We reach out to you and ask your forgiveness. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE       

God’s restoring Spirit is always at hand, offering words of love and 
encouraging us to be our best selves. So put aside all the things that get 
between you and your relationship with God, step forward with faith and 

know God’s peace and healing. 

READINGS 

       2 Corinthians 8:7-15 

7 Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 
utmost eagerness, and in our love for you—so we want you to excel also in 

this generous undertaking. 

8 I do not say this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness of your 
love against the earnestness of others. 9 For you know the generous act of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he 
became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich. 10 And in this 
matter I am giving my advice: it is appropriate for you who began last year 
not only to do something but even to desire to do something— 11 now 
finish doing it, so that your eagerness may be matched by completing it 
according to your means. 12 For if the eagerness is there, the gift is 
acceptable according to what one has—not according to what one does not 
have. 13 I do not mean that there should be relief for others and pressure 
on you, but it is a question of a fair balance between 14 your present 
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abundance and their need, so that their abundance may be for your need, 

in order that there may be a fair balance. 15 As it is written, 

“The one who had much did not have too much, 

    and the one who had little did not have too little.” 

       Mark 5:21-43 

21 When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great 
crowd gathered around him; and he was by the sea. 22 Then one of the 
leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came and, when he saw him, fell at 
his feet 23 and begged him repeatedly, “My little daughter is at the point of 
death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well, 

and live.” 24 So he went with him. 

And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him. 25 Now there was a 
woman who had been suffering from haemorrhages for twelve years. 26 
She had endured much under many physicians, and had spent all that she 
had; and she was no better, but rather grew worse. 27 She had heard 
about Jesus, and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 
28 for she said, “If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well.” 29 
Immediately her haemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she 
was healed of her disease. 30 Immediately aware that power had gone 
forth from him, Jesus turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my 
clothes?” 31 And his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing in 
on you; how can you say, ‘Who touched me?’” 32 He looked all around to 
see who had done it. 33 But the woman, knowing what had happened to 
her, came in fear and trembling, fell down before him, and told him the 
whole truth. 34 He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go 
in peace, and be healed of your disease.” 

35 While he was still speaking, some people came from the leader’s house 
to say, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the teacher any further?” 36 
But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the leader of the synagogue, 
“Do not fear, only believe.” 37 He allowed no one to follow him except 
Peter, James, and John, the brother of James. 38 When they came to the 
house of the leader of the synagogue, he saw a commotion, people 
weeping and wailing loudly. 39 When he had entered, he said to them, 
“Why do you make a commotion and weep? The child is not dead but 
sleeping.” 40 And they laughed at him. Then he put them all outside, and 
took the child’s father and mother and those who were with him, and went 
in where the child was. 41 He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha 
cum,” which means, “Little girl, get up!” 42 And immediately the girl got up 
and began to walk about (she was twelve years of age). At this they were 
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overcome with amazement. 43 He strictly ordered them that no one should 

know this, and told them to give her something to eat. 

HYMN 717  Give thanks with a grateful heart  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5waffTnMH6g 

SERMON 

Well, here we are again in Mark’s Gospel with two distinct but intertwined 
stories.  

In both stories today we have women who are dramatically unclean by any 
standards of Jewish Law. One woman has a persistent problem with 
bleeding. This means that she should not come into contact with any-one 
else socially and was excluded from religious ceremonies. The other, a little 
12 year old girl, has died so her body is considered ritually unclean 

contaminating anyone who happens to touch her. 

Once again we have Mark’s technique of two intertwined stories building 

one on another to show a greater message than any single passage could.  

We start out with a story about a sick little girl. Her father, Jairus, is a 
privileged and prominent religious leader in the community. He has 
everything going for him. Like any parent he is desperate to do whatever is 
necessary to save one of his children. He has come to the point that he is 
publicly begging this iterant rabbi to come to his house to heal his daughter. 
Here is a man of massive public importance who now bows before Jesus in 
front of the massive crowd. The people had been pressing in to hear the 
what Jesus is saying. The crowd all wanted to be part of His movement.  

Let us also make note of the fact that Jairus is the only religious dignity in 

the New Testament to publicly acknowledge Jesus for who He is.  

The crowds kept milling around Jesus as He made His way to the home of 
Jairus. Jesus quietly follows the desperate father. Then without any obvious 
reason Jesus suddenly stops and asks: “Who touched me?”  

Hold on Jesus! Everyone is bumping into one another as you make your 
way through the crowd and you just asked who touched you?? Jairus is in 
a hurry, desperate for his daughter to be made well before it is too late and 
here is this bloke stopping and asking who touched Him? Just about 
anyone around could have done that, what’s the big deal? Jesus doesn’t 

make a move to go further as he looks around Him.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5waffTnMH6g
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Eventually the guilty party comes forward. It turns out to be a woman who 
has been suffering for many years with a persistent discharge which had 
rendered her an outcast. She, like Jairus, falls to her feet in surrender. She 
had been to all the medical people and the healers gaining nothing more 

than running out of money.  

She certainly must have suffered if we are aware of the sorts of treatment 
used in those days for people like her. One list for such a condition included 

frightening the woman and feeding her on the grain from Mule dung.  

This discharge had gone on for 12 years. During this time she would have 
not been able to join with others in the Synagogue or visit the Temple in 
Jerusalem as she was considered ritually unclean. She also could not have 
even mixed socially. One ancient Jewish text ruled that close proximity to a 
menstruating woman could easily cause death. This is on top of the cultural 
expectation that a man could not touch a woman, especially when she was 
menstruating.  

So this woman was not only isolated and ritually unclean but she had 
suffered this indignity for 12 years. Even being present in a crowd like this 
was taboo and could have resulted in her being stoned to death. What is 
even more outrageous is that she sought to touch a holy person like the 

rabbi called Jesus. Her actions would have left Him ritually unclean. She 
should have at least joined the massive lines of people seeking healing like 
everyone else.  

Let’s be honest, this woman was disobedient and desperate. She risks 
everything for one last chance of a normal life. She has convinced herself 
that if only she could just touch His cloak that she would be healed. She 
does this and she immediate realises that she is indeed healed.  

Then everything seems to go wrong for her. …. 

After all, how could He have known that she just touched His cloak? …. 

She had not bumped into Him like everyone else did. Compounding this is 
Jairus who is such an important man who has just prostrated himself 
begging for his daughters healing is waiting impatiently. How dare she slow 
his progress. It was already hard enough with this mob milling around 

Jesus. Now there was yet another thing diverting Him from getting to his 

sick girl as soon as possible.  

Jesus stands his ground and no one is going anywhere until the person 
who touched His cloak is identified. When the lady does come forward, 
probably trembling in abject fear, Jesus simply connects with her calling her 
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His daughter. Instead of humiliation Jesus gives her words of peace and 
reconciliation. At the same time Jairus’ world comes crashing down as he is 
told that his precious daughter is now dead.  

Without engaging the crowd any further Jesus simply restarts His journey 
to the sick girl, ignoring the sad news about her death. Brushing aside the 
grieving family and all the professional mourners He simply takes the little 
girl’s hand and encourages her to get up from her bed. Not even death can 

prevent Jesus from His healing mission. 

Let us stop here for a moment and reflect on what has happened in the 
middle of all the good news. Jesus has in the space of a few verses broken 
some of the most important taboos in Jewish society. He has had contact 
with an oozing woman and then He touched a dead body. The purity codes 
of Leviticus and Numbers have not just been ignored, they have been 

shattered.   

As Christians we understand that we are not burdened by the old purity 
demands of Jewish Laws. We are even encouraged not to be too heavily 
restrained by human laws. Jesus is the source of our guidance on the road 

to righteousness, justice and salvation. 

When we come to reflect on these two stories there are in fact several 
points that come to me:  

       Jairus is a father seeking healing for his daughter as her death 

would have shattered his privileged life. The woman in the crowd is seeking 
healing from a condition which renders her constantly impure and has left 

her a destitute outcast.  

       Jairus is a man of privilege who has everything to lose.. The other 

person is a woman who has lost everything and has everything to gain.  

       He is an upstanding member of the local religious community. 

She has been ostracised by her community as well as the religious 

community.  

       He has wealth with a big home and servants. She is destitute as 

she has spent everything on seeking a cure.  

       Jairus comes striding forward very formally asking for help. She 

discreetly pushes through the crowd hoping not to be recognised for who 
she is and gently just touched his cloak.  
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The connections are obvious when we stop to think. Each one’s story 

intertwines.  

       The woman has been suffering for 12 years. The girl is 12 years 

old.  

       The father expresses his faith in Jesus. The woman is driven to 

seek healing through her faith in Jesus.  

       Both Jairus and the woman fall at Jesus’ feet to seek His graceful 

healing.  

       The woman and the girl were both ritually unclean but Jesus 

ignores this outdated belief system. 

       Their healing allows them to fully rejoin their society. 

       In both cases He treats them like His precious children.  

       In their healing is salvation and there is no competition between 

them. They are in fact forever linked. 

  

How would we recast this story today?  

       Would it be a refugee father begging for the life of his child after 

suffering the horrors which forced them to flee their homeland?  

       Perhaps the struggles of a single middle-aged woman to find a 

cure for a persistent cancer with no more financial backing for the 

expensive treatment she so desperately needs? 

       Maybe there is the spouse of a military service person in the 

middle of conflict in the Middle East? 

       Is it a person shattered and homeless from a psychiatric illness? 

Any of these people would willingly prostrate before Jesus demanding his 

attention. They would be desperate for relief from their suffering.  

As different as our times and medical systems are there are still people 
desperate for Jesus to offer healing. Whether we come as someone with 
dignity and influence or we are destitute and begging, the call is the same 
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as in Mark’s Gospel. Even today Jesus can look into the eyes of these 

desperate people and offer hope like a loving parent with His children.  

Lilla Watson is an Aboriginal artist, activist and academic recognised as an 
elder by her home mob in western Queensland. While she does not claim 
to be the author of the following phrase she used it at a United Nations 
conference on women in Nairobi. “If you have come here to help me, you 
are wasting your time. But if you have come because your liberation is 
bound up with mine, then let us work together.” Jesus walks the liberation 

journey with each of us.  

The stories in Mark’s Gospel need each other. Our stories today need each 
other. In Luke 4:18, Jesus quotes Isaiah to describe the purpose of His 
ministry. He says, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor, to proclaim liberation to the 
captives, sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free.” Sometimes when 
our world seems so divided, it can start to feel like my healing and your 
healing are at odds, like your liberation is an interruption of mine. But as we 
can see in our stories today, Jesus shows us that as different as we are, 
our liberation is bound together. 

This brings us to the point of this passage for me today. May we all look 
around at our world with crowds of people bumping into one another and 
people in desperate need of healing and acceptance. Some might be 
different from us. Some might even challenge our quietly held attitudes. 
Some seem to have an orthodox approach to life, others completely 
against our grain. Jesus does not call out loudly in the market place about 
his achievements. Jesus simply says that His children are healed in His 

presence. 

Let us be like Jesus in our world today and quietly give healing and 
acceptance to those who are suffering in the crowded world around us, in 
Jesus’ name. 

HYMN 629  When I needed a neighbour 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fExR7eOhJO0  

PRAYERS FOR THE OFFERING 

We send our love and blessing with these gifts as they reach out into 
places in the world in which they are needed. May they be a sign of hope 

and bring healing to the world. Amen.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fExR7eOhJO0
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God, as you have brought us into wholeness  

and loving communion with you,  

we look to be your people in the world: 

In places of chaos – let us bring words of serenity, 

in times of conflict – let us be peace makers, 

for those who are overlooked and disregarded – let us be the ones who 

take notice. 

We remember the healing power of the Christ  

and pray that those who suffer illness will find healing and wholeness,  

that those who cannot find peace of mind  

will discover a way to calm the storm of their tumultuous thoughts. 

We see the weary and worn out who struggle to find hope and joy  

and pray that we might open the doors of love to them  

in ways that ease their heartache and lessen their load. 

We pray that when we find people who have been silenced but need to 

speak,  

we will present them with the opportunity to give voice 

to what has to be said, and then listen. 

We pray that we become better custodians of your good earth,  

that we learn to live in a way the doesn’t harm  

the fragile balance needed for the sustainable living of all things. 

Grant us the compassion and wisdom. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 
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your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 

HYMN 133 O worship the King all-glorious above  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RAyKmYD2Zg8  

BENEDICTION 

Go into the world holding the healing power of God within you, 

turn strangers in to friends, 

bring peace to places of conflict, 

restore those who have been outcast back into community, 

and remember that the Spirit goes with you to give you strength and peace.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YhiG-Vj8CGU 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RAyKmYD2Zg8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YhiG-Vj8CGU

