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PENTECOST 20 

18/10/20 

CAVES BEACH 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

The seventh day, Sunday, is a blessing for us, O God: 

a day when most can rest and relax, and forget the demands of the workplace. 

The seventh day, Sunday, is a blessing for us, O God:   

a day when we can focus on spiritual things, and reflect and pray. 

The seventh day, Sunday, is a blessing for us, O God:     

         a day when we can gather for worship, 

         and share in the life of the faith community. 

the seventh day, Sunday is a blessing for us, O God: 

a day when we remember Jesus Christ, and glory in his rising from death. 

 

Opening Prayer 

You have promised to stay with us, O God;  

         when we rejoice and celebrate, you are there. 

You have promised never to leave us, O God;  

         when we go our selfish way, you are there. 

You have promised to remain faithful, O God, 

         and in Jesus Christ, your faithfulness is proved. 

You have promised to always be with us, 

         and in time, and beyond time, you are there. Amen. 

 

HYMN 143 Immortal, invisible God only wise  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c59R-Ry8q50  

 

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING & CONFESSION 

Eternal God of wisdom and holy goodness, 

we give thanks and praise for all that you are to us. 

You shape our lives by your grace 

encouraging us to embrace the fulness of Christ’s stature. 

You forgive us when we go astray 

and renew us by your Word 

and the guidance of your Sprit. 

You revitalise us to serve others 

through the gifts of the Spirit 

and your loving-kindness. 

How can we ever thank you enough for all your goodness? 

We fall on our knees before you 

in honour and praise. 

All glory be yours, O God, 

now and forever. 

God of justice and truth, 

draw us to yourself in grace and forgiveness 

as we reflect on our discipleship and faithfulness. 

We acknowledge that, too often, 

we seek the ways of the world rather than your way, 

desiring prestige and popularity 

at the expense of your realm. 

So often we look to ‘Caesar’ for guidance and authority 

rather than dwelling in your truth. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c59R-Ry8q50
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Forgive us when we are tempted to distort 

the power of the Gospel for quick and easy outcomes, 

rather than looking for prophetic words for our times. 

Cleanse our hearts and minds by the power of your Spirit 

that we may dwell in the light of your presence. 

Renew within us a right spirit of humble service 

that we might ever seek your wisdom and truth. 

In the name of the Christ, we pray. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

Christ is our light and our salvation, 

the source of eternal truth, 

who declares forgiveness for every repentant soul. 

Know, therefore, our sins are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

READINGS 

·       1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

Grace to you and peace. 

2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 3 

remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of 

hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen 

you, 5 because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the 

Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among 

you for your sake. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you 

received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the 

believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only 

in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no 

need to speak about it. 9 For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we 

had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 10 and to wait 

for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is 

coming. 

·       Matthew 22:15-22 

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. 16 So they sent their disciples to 

him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of 

God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with 

partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 18 But 

Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me 

the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20 Then he said to them, “Whose head is 

this, and whose title?” 21 They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to 

the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When they 

heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 

 

HYMN 132 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fH6tbslLEaE  

 

SERMON 

I was reflecting after last Sunday at the impact that the live streaming of our services can have. So 

much religious material which is broadcast on TV and social media these days is focused on following 

some hyped Pentecostal formula. There seems to be no room for these people to acknowledge that 

there are other styles of worship. WELL! We are proving them wrong. There are many ways to worship 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fH6tbslLEaE
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God and we are not restricted to just one formula. The formula is based on reflecting God’s image not 

some commercial format. God is greater than one simple style of worship. 

 

If we were to try and copy those mega-churches I am sure that we would fail miserably in showing 

God our true appreciation for what His creation has given us. However there is some value in imitation 

in certain circumstances. It is a natural human tendency to imitate those things around us that are of 

some value in our lives. 

 

I think that the tendency to imitate might be a genetically initiated reaction in our brains. It not only 

happens at the individual level but also as communities. In the passage from Paul’s first letter to the 

faithful in Thessalonica we are touching on what is probably one of the oldest passages of Christian 

writing. 

  

Paul is affirming of the community for the way that they copied the practices of the first Christian 

communities in Christian discipleship. He says of the Thessalonians, “you became imitators of us and 

of the Lord … and you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.” So we see 

that the faithful in this community have discerned what it is that they want to imitate in their worship 

and lives.  

 

Now let’s move quickly over to the passage from Matthew in the Temple in Jerusalem. I am sure that 

some of you are saying that there is no connection here with the Epistle reading. The Pharisees in this 

passage are craftily trying to catch Jesus into a ‘Catch 22’ situation where he would be caught into 

some massive heresy or taken away by the Roman guards for starting some uprising.  

 

Asking a simple yes/no style question the Pharisees craftily ask: “Tell us, then, what you think. Is it 

lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” If Jesus simply answered that they should pay taxes to the 

Roman Emperor then he would have immediately been in trouble with the ordinary Jews who deeply 

hated the Roman occupation and their constant taxing of the people.  

 

There was already some feeling among the local community as people hoped that Jesus would turn 

out to be the great Hebrew liberator who would overthrow the occupying armies from Rome.  

At the same time there was the other side to this conundrum. If Jesus was to say that they should not 

pay their taxes to Rome then the local spies would very quickly have him in trouble for stirring up 

revolutionary ideas. That would be a fatal encounter. So once again the Pharisees thought that they 

could have Jesus eliminated! 

 

Here is where Jesus called their bluff! ‘Let me see a coin that you use to pay the Roman tax.’ Jesus had 

just turned the trap on his accusers. No Roman coins were allowed into the Temple precinct. That is 

what the money changers were there for. The Roman coin was banned from the Temple as it carried 

the head of Caesar with the inscription that he was a god.  

 

Any Pharisee knew not to be caught with one in the temple. That would bring retribution down onto 

them. Jesus simply asked the question as to whose head was on the coin illegally taken into the inner 

sanctum of the Temple. Straight away that Pharisee would have been in trouble when he produced 

the coin. Innocently Jesus continues by saying that they should pay to Caesar what belonged to 

Caesar and to God what belonged to God. The Temple coins had their own distinctive designs. Images 

go God we’re forbidden for Jews. 

 

If ever Jesus pulled out a great escape act, this was it! It is here that we start to have a link with the 

Epistle reading. Jesus continues on with the rest of his statement where he says that they should 

equally give tribute to God for whatever bears his image. 

  



4 
 

So what does bear God’s image? Each of you do! & I do! We are all made in God’s image, after all! 

Consequently whatever reflects God’s image must be dedicated to God. Anything which bears 

Caesar’s image can be given to him.  

 

Let’s think about this for a moment. If each of us are created in the image of God then we all reflect 

God in the way we look. As we look at each other we can see God. This also means that the more we 

develop our faith to reflect the image of God, the more fully we are fulfilling our full potential. We 

then are starting to become the potential that we were created to be by God.  

 

This journey to grow closer to God is a lifelong activity. As we are each created in God’s image we all 

know that we need to seek to imitate God’s ways. 

I am sure that many of us have seen people on TV who have obsessively gone about trying to have 

themselves completely remade as some imitation of an aspirational figure. One person who 

immediately comes to me was the woman who had a lot of plastic surgery done in an effort to look 

like the Barbie Doll. Another one I heard about was a man from the Philippines who was obsessed 

with looking like Superman. Not only was there massive amount of surgery needed but also he had to 

have the colour of his skin changed from brown to white. A bit like Michael Jackson when he 

appeared suddenly looking very white. 

 

Our journey to be seen as being in God’s image does not require such radical surgery. In fact we don’t 

need to change our physical appearance at all. God took the risk to come among us and He was fully 

human. We don’t need to have long ragged hair, a bead, sandals on our feet and a tanned 

complexion.  

 

As Paul often tells us we have the image of Jesus to help us have some insight into God. While we can 

never copy Jesus we can imitate what he taught us. We don’t have divine power but we can do things 

which are virtually impossible for other people. 

  

A few weeks ago we had a passage from Philippians where we are told that Christ emptied himself of 

divine things so that He would be fully human. He ‘emptied himself of all but love,’ according to the 

old Wesleyan hymn. The things which Christ was able to do could be considered amazing, even 

miraculous. It is only as we realise that Christ was not simply human action but God’s activity that we 

start to see God’s connection with us. This simply challenges us to develop our full human potential, 

no matter what our age or perceived ability. 

  

So if we are to continue to grow and live in the image of God we simply do this by creating ourselves 

in the image of Jesus. I think that the concept of ‘following Jesus’ is a very appropriate way to describe 

what we call discipleship, as we are simplyy following His example. Jesus ways of relating to people 

and how he responded to different situations are perfect examples of His sharing of the image or 

concept of God’s eternal offering of love and grace.  

 

I do not in any way want to infer that this image to which we are drawn is simple and without its 

challenges. Just looking at the Gospel passage today where Jesus was meeting with the Pharisees we 

see that He was dealing with hostility and bitterness from frightened people. In the Epistle passage we 

see that Paul is acknowledging that the faithful in Thessalonica were experiencing persecution.  

While we as a community here might not be the subject of these sorts of attacks today we do receive 

hostile responses when we dare to challenge unfair government policies and social actions. It is in the 

way that we respond to that hostility that we are deeply challenged in our attempts to follow Jesus. It 

can be so simple to ‘go along with the mob’ on issues which we feel strongly about. For me there are 

problems when we start to cut back on aid to our Pacific neighbours who are also suffering at this 

time. It can be so tempting to lash out in response to hostility and to reject and condemn those who 

would try to push us to one side. 
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By looking back to the approach shown to us by Jesus we don’t need to respond with hostility when 

people are trying to trap us into a lose-lose argument. Jesus response was direct and decisive but his 

simple guidance on how to ascribe our tribute was a standard for all of us to seek to copy.  

The call here is to recognise God in whose image we are created and to develop new ways of sharing 

His love and mercy and the unlimited invitation to join with Christ. Rather than continuing to prop up 

a world where people are tearing one another apart, there is the call to reproduce the image of radical 

and limitless love without end. Like Christ we can no longer cooperate with the movements which 

impose death and destruction. We need to share unbounded love where there was suffering, pain and 

complete despair. 

 

HYMN 560 All my hope on God is founded 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3LCGh02Vew&t=9s  

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

All we have, and all we are, 

are gifts from God. 

We make this offering as a token 

of our love for God 

and out of our desire to serve 

in Christ’s mission of reconciliation. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Val Willoughby) 

God of healing and mercy, 

hear the prayers of your people, 

true expressions of our hearts’ desire. 

We pray for the world, 

so broken by greed and enmity. 

We pray for the created order, 

that it might be renewed and restored according to your will. 

We pray for its nations and peoples. 

We long for peace in every land. 

We pray for the day when all people will be free, 

when racism, poverty, bigotry and hatred 

will be replaced with justice and goodness for all. 

We pray for your people – people of faith –  

asking that we may be bold to speak out against cruelty 

and eager to serve faithfully and with kindness. 

Strengthen your church and shape it 

according to the teachings of Jesus, 

that it might shine like a beacon of hope for all. 

And now, in this moment of silence, 

we lift before you all for whom we are personally concerned, 

praying for your blessing and healing, 

that hearts may be strengthened and lives renewed… 

 

  Silent prayer 

To you be all glory and praise, O God. Amen. 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3LCGh02Vew&t=9s
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your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

HYMN 640 Kneels at the feet of his friends 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UvQz513Jl8M  

 

BENEDICTION 

We go from this place of worship 

to offer service in the name of God. 

We go to confront all that is unworthy 

of God’s vision for life, 

to offer the Way of Christ 

the bringer of true wisdom. 

May the realm of God be ever in our minds, 

as God grants us a vision for the future. 

May the teachings of Christ guide our path 

revealing truth and  understanding. 

May the Holy Spirit, bringer of life, 

strengthen us in every situation. 

Now and forever more. Amen. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UvQz513Jl8M

