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ADVENT 4 

20/12/20 

CB 

 

NOTICES 

Myra & Jack send greetings. Myra has a chest infection & needs to eat and drink 
more. Thanks to everyone for their greetings they are much appreciated.     

CALL TO WORSHIP 

First-born of Mary and Joseph from Nazareth, born lowly, yet born to be the Saviour, 
Saviour of the world: 

may all nations see the Saviour’s face, the face that loves us into justice 
and sharing. 

Saviour of the church: 

may we who are disciples see the Saviour’s face, the face that loves us 
into community. 

Saviour of the human heart: 

may each of us see the Saviour’s face, the face that loves us into 
compassion. 

Opening Prayer love:God’slove:Advent  

The rich food and special drinks, the cakes and candies, give us the satisfied 
feelings we look for, 

but God’s love will be cradled before us, a love which is all we need.  

The “bargains” in the store windows shout loudly of the gifts we 
must have, 

but God’s love will be cradled before us, a love which is all we need. 

The soap operas and the Christmas movies make clear the romance so many are 
seeking, 

but God’s love will be cradled before us, a love which is all we need. 

Wonderful God, we rejoice that Jesus, vulnerable but rooted in your love, is coming 
to us this Christmas. 
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        Our thanks is heartfelt! Amen. 

HYMN 304 1-3, 5-6 While shepherds watch their flocks 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvegJ3wRLFE 

ADVENT CANDLE 

The season of Advent continues.  Today we shall be lighting the candle of love.  

No other word so completely describes what we know of our God. For God so loved 
the world that a child was given....God’s love in human form. 

We wait in hope and peace, and with joy. 

                              The two purple candles and the pink candle are lit 

We light the candle of love to proclaim that God’s love is revealed in the Child born in 
Bethlehem, and we are challenged to proclaim and reveal that same love as we live 
out our faith here in Australia. 

                                                  The purple candle is lit 

We give thanks for a love that passes our human understanding, and we await once 
more the birth of God’s enduring love this Christmas.  Amen 

TIS 286 :  “Light one candle for hope” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RFQZ7DK_GEE 

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING & CONFESSION 

God of the creative moment, 

we praise and thank you 

for your gift of peace that comes to us 

in the stories of Advent and Christmas, 

and in your presence here. 

We come before you in humility, 

acknowledging that your thoughts are far beyond us. 

Your goodness fills us with awe. 

We are overwhelmed with wonder 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvegJ3wRLFE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RFQZ7DK_GEE
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that the coming of the Christ-child, 

born in simplicity and couched in fragility 

is the means of salvation 

and the declaration of your eternal love. 

All glory, honour, praise and thanks be yours, 

this day and forever.  

Oh God, 

in the craziness of the pre-Christmas season 

we lose sight of its significance 

amid the rush to please others. 

We focus on gift-giving rather than your gifting. 

We focus on carols and parties and feasts 

and forget the meaning of Jesu’s 

incarnation, life, teaching, death and resurrection. 

We guard our time jealously and pass by the needy, 

ignoring your call to love the least, reach the lost, 

support works of justice 

and declare your gospel. 

Forgive us we pray. 

Forgive the mayhem we create, 

our selfishness and blindness 

and reveal your higher purposes, 

day by day and minute by minute. 

For the sake of Christ, we pray. Amen, 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
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God is trustworthy, faithful and true. 

In the name of Christ, 

we can know our sins are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. 

READINGS 

       Luke 1:26-38 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
favoured one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by his words 
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will 
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of 
his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am 
a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the 
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel 
departed from her. 
 

       Luke 1:46-55 

And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 

48 for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 

    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

    and holy is his name. 

50 His mercy is for those who fear him 

    from generation to generation. 
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51 He has shown strength with his arm; 

    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

    and lifted up the lowly; 

53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 

    and sent the rich away empty. 

54 He has helped his servant Israel, 

    in remembrance of his mercy, 

55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

HYMN 309  Angels from the realms of glory 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ymJFcBPcUY 

SERMON 

I came across a story on the internet a few years ago.  I am not sure if it true.  It is 
allegedly a report on combatting corporate crime from the Centre for Strategic and 
International Studies.  

     According to this report, FBI agents conducted a raid of a psychiatric hospital in 
San Diego that was under investigation for medical insurance fraud.  After hours of 
reviewing thousands of medical records, the dozens of agents had worked up quite 
an appetite.  The agent in charge of the investigation called a nearby pizza shop with 
a delivery service to order a quick dinner for his colleagues.  The following telephone 
conversation took place and was recorded by the FBI because they were taping all 
phone conversations at the hospital:  

     Agent:         Hello. I would like to order 19 large pizzas and 67 cans of soda.  

     Pizza Man:     And where would you like them delivered?  

     Agent:         We're over at the psychiatric hospital.  

     Pizza Man:     The psychiatric hospital?  

     Agent:         That's right. I'm an FBI agent.  

     Pizza Man:     You're an FBI agent?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ymJFcBPcUY
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     Agent:         That's correct.  Just about everybody here is.  

     Pizza Man:     And you're at the psychiatric hospital?  

     Agent:         That's correct.  And make sure you don't go through the front doors.  
We have them locked. You will have to go around to the back to the service entrance 
to deliver the pizzas.  

     Pizza Man:     And you say you're all FBI agents?  

     Agent:         That's right.  How soon can you have them here?  

     Pizza Man:     And everyone at the psychiatric hospital is an FBI agent?  

     Agent:         That's right.  We've been here all day and we're starving.  

     Pizza Man:     How are you going to pay for all of this?  

     Agent:         I have my chequebook right here. (This was before credit cards.) 

     Pizza Man:     And you're all FBI agents?  

     Agent:         That's right.  Everyone here is an FBI agent.  Can you remember to 
bring the pizzas and sodas to the service entrance in the rear?  We have the front 
doors locked.  

     Pizza Man:     I don't think so.  Click. Beep, beep, beep! 

The feeling that the Pizza Man must have had as he participated in that conversation 
would have been something like a young girl named Mary felt that first Christmas.  
An angel, Gabriel, had come to her and said, "Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is 
with you!"  

Yeah! Sure!  

On Sunday afternoon, June 1st 1975, Darrel Dore was on an oil rig in the Gulf of 
Mexico.  

   Suddenly it wobbled, tipped to one side, and crashed into the sea.  Darrell was 
trapped inside a room on the rig.  

   As the rig sank deeper and deeper into the sea the lights went out and the room 
began to fill with water. 

   Thrashing about in the darkness, Darrel eventually found a huge air bubble that 
had formed in the corner of the room.  He thrust his head inside it. 

   Then a horrifying thought sent a shiver down his spine.  "I'm buried alive".  Darrell 
began to pray - out loud - and as he did, something remarkable happened.  He said 
later: 
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"I found myself actually talking to someone.  Jesus was there with me.  
There was no illumination, nothing physical, but I sensed him, a 
comforting presence.  He was real, he was there." 

   For the next 22 hours that Presence continued to comfort Darrel.  By now the 
oxygen supply inside the bubble was giving out.  Death was inevitable.  It was just a 
matter of time.  

   Then a remarkable thing happened.  Darrel saw a tiny star of light shimmering in 
the pitch-black water.  Was it real?,  or after 22 hours was he beginning to 
hallucinate through the lack of oxygen? Darrel squinted his eyes.  The light seemed 
to grow brighter.  He squinted again. 

   He wasn't hallucinating.  The light was real.  It was coming from a diver's helmet.   
Someone had found him. His 22 hour nightmare was over.  Rescue had come.  He 
was saved. 

That true story is a remarkable illustration of what Christmas is all about. 

The annunciation story is one of my favourite stories. Not only because there is a 
woman featuring as the star character nor because there are angels involved (I love 
angels!) but because it is all so very unlikely.  

And that of course is the whole point of these stories. And of all of Luke’s birth story: 
That it is so incredibly unlikely, especially because none of the other sources, none 
of the other Gospels, tell us anything about a virgin, or shepherds, or a stable.  

Now don’t be alarmed. Saying that the story is unlikely does not mean that there is 
no truth in it. There is in fact a lot of truth in it. Because if there isn’t we would lose 
something that has given hope and direction to people’s lives ever since the story 
was written, especially since it was popularised through being dramatically re-
enacted in differing ways helping to teach people about the life of Christever since.  

Was Mary a Virgin or not? As I have explained many times it is not quite as simple 
as yes or no. The word used in Greek is a word that would most accurately translate 
as “young maiden”. The text from Isaiah that Luke connects his story to talks about a 
“maiden”. Technically speaking, in our sense of the word, I guess, this does not 
necessarily mean Mary was a virgin, but does not necessarily preclude it either. She 
could or could not have been.  

But that is not the point that Luke is making.  

Luke could not have cared less, because he would not have understood as much 
about conception as we do today, and he would have thought of it in a completely 
different way.  

The way Luke would have thought about conception was the male essence was very 
much thought of as the dominant force planting itself in the woman’s womb that he 

had selected. Luke may have guessed sex had something to do with it, but how it 
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exactly happened was at that time in history a mystery. Women were considered as 
contributing little more than a place for the baby to grow, sort of like some fertile soil. 

So when Luke writes his story about the annunciation the physical state of Mary 
almost certainly did not come into what he wanted to talk about at all. What he 
wanted to share was something altogether different.  

What Luke wanted to talk about is where Jesus’ origins lay. There is a maiden. 
There are angels, shepherds, and a stable surrounded by darkness. And there is an 
emperor who likes to play god and wreaks havoc with the lives of his subjects. And 
then there is Joseph who in the story of Luke only seems to be there to make sure 
we all understand there is no human male involved in the conception of Jesus.  

It is a story of sharp contrast. The young maiden who conceives a kernel of the 
divine that will grow into a burning flame changing the world forever, versus a mighty 
emperor who tries with all his might to bring that world under his control and bend it 
to his will.  

The helpless babe born into a world of chaos and darkness versus Augustus, the 
greatest emperor who had ever lived, born to a life of gold and riches, who was said 
mythically to have been conceived from a god.  

This is a story of God against a pseudo god,  

of maiden against men of power,  

of a baby against the might of the Roman Empire.  

And the moral of the story is of course that  

God wins,  

that the maiden wins,  

that the babe grows up to be greater than the emperor Augustus and his empire.  

He is the Prince of Peace, God from God.  

The story of the annunciation tells us that the essence is for Jesus to be God’s Son. 
It is the accepting, surrendering love of a maiden that brings him into the world and 
not the stamping march and weaponry of the most powerful army of the day.  

We learn that at the centre of what Jesus is lies not the human condition but the 
divine combining of the human condition with hope, with peace, with joy, with 
something way beyond what we could conceive or imagine if it had to come from us. 
There are angels involved.  

And if you think about it I am sure you’ll understand that Luke was right: There is no 
way the world would bring forth someone like Jesus on its own, something must 
have crept in from another realm, something must have found its way into our lives 
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from another place where love comes naturally and pain and brokenness have no 
part to play.  

All Luke says with his story is that he can’t understand who and what Jesus was in 
any other way. That Jesus must have come from a place other than the darkness 
and chaos of a broken life where babies find their way into a world that is cold and 
inhospitable.  

It was not the high and mighty, but the unlikely maiden Mary who gave birth to that 
miracle. Implying that if she could, we can too. It is not the high and mighty powers of 
the day, then or now, who give birth to the divine in our midst. It is through those who 
open themselves to the unlikely, seeking to find its way into their lives, who will give 
birth to the divine that will bring love, peace and healing to the world. Amen.  

HYMN 311 Silent night  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hyY36DJmIcs  

PRAYERS FOR THE OFFERING 

Small as we are in the scope of eternity, 

small as our offering is in the face of the needs of our world, 

in your hands all becomes a miracle of life and peace. 

Receive these our gifts, we pray. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Val Willoughby) 

Merciful God, 

from of old your prophets dreamed of the Day of the Lord, 

of a day when nations might dwell in peace, 

and every soul might flourish. 

We join all those who have prayed for peace, 

lifting up the plight of nations, 

praying for leaders to embrace truth and justice, 

longing for your reign of love to be realised everywhere. 

Loving God, 

let your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hyY36DJmIcs
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Gracious God, 

as we stand on the eve of Christmas, 

we are mindful of the inequality that exists 

in every city and country. 

We pray that people will have food to eat, 

shelter and care, 

celebrations that bring joy 

and a real awareness of your saving grace. 

Spirit of life, 

we know that there are people here amongst us 

and within our wider circle whom we know 

are in need of your blessing. 

In silence we name them now… 

We do not name them because they are 

more special or deserving than others, 

but because you call us to pray for their wholeness 

and you have placed them upon our hearts and lips. 

May they know your presence, your healing touch, 

and be strengthened in faith. 

In this season of madness and season of gladness 

call us to prayer and to cling closely to your presence, 

in the name of Jesus, bringer of peace. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 
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your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

HYMN 322  The north wind 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0UWsnvA25-o  

BENEDICTION 

The Advent God, who is always coming, 

bids as go and be ready for service. 

Let us listen to the voices of those struggling. 

Let us stand with all who fear or despair. 

Let us be a source of peace wherever we are. 

May the Spirit’s guidance light our path, 

may Christ’s saving grace be in our hearts, 

and may the eternal God dwell in our homes 

and every community with peace. Amen. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0UWsnvA25-o

