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TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY 

14/2/21 

Caves Beach Uniting Church 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

In the beauty of a snow-covered forest, sparkling with sunlight; 

in the beauty of a fast flowing stream, sparkling with sunlight; 

        Artist and Creator God is revealed to us. 

In the smile of a newborn baby, in the love of parents for their child, 

vulnerable, miraculous, and in family, God is revealed to us. 

In the laughter of children on the school bus, in joy-filled evenings in the 

park, at the rink,  

        friendly, enthusiastic, and happy God is with us. 

In the silence of a meditating moment, in the quiet of an evening prayer, 

        gently, confidently, God’s will comes clear to us. 

Opening Prayer mountain top Transfiguration 

Take us to the mountaintop, O God; we will see things differently. 

We will see the great faith figures of the past and value their 

influence. 

Take us to the mountaintop, O God; we will be amazed.  

We will see your Beloved One, Jesus, and know he has words 
for us to hear.  

Take us to the mountaintop, O God; we will be awed and afraid. 

We will know the mystery of The Holy and be ready to worship. 

Bring us down from the mountaintop, O God, and prepare us for service. 

We will go about the saving work of Jesus in our church, in this 

neighborhood, and in our suffering world. Amen. 
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HYMN 315  Mine eyes have seen the glory  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=maty13s_db4  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING & CONFESSION 

God of mystery, 
we give thanks for moments of epiphany in our life: 
times when our faith was deepened, or certainty felt, 
occasions of revelation, or truth known, 
times when we knew we were in your presence, or the ground beneath our 
feet felt sacred and transformed. 
We are grateful for the many ways you speak into our lives, 
for the ways you are revealed in the world – through Scripture, creation, 
music, science, art, meditation. 
Above all – we are thankful for the gift of Christ who reveals you to us in 
unique and transformative ways. For the mystery of Christ’s nature as 
human and divine. For the mystery of Christ’s presence – contained in time 
and beyond all time. For the mystery of Christ’s friendship and guidance – 
outside us and within us. 

With thankful and searching hearts, we pray. 

God of love, 
just as you named Jesus as your child, and called Jesus beloved, 
you name us as your children, and call us beloved. 
And yet, we forget. We believe ourselves to be un-lovely, or unlovable. 
Help us to hear your words of affirmation and love. 
Help us to know deep in our being the value of our lives and your call upon 

us to be fully who we are, made in your image. 

God of love, we forget to understand that another is also your child and 
your beloved. We forget to see the divine spark of your presence in their 
life and do not treat them with the respect and honour they deserve. 
Help us to see your love for all people. 
Help us to honour the lives of others and be attentive to the divine within 

them.  

God of love, when our love for others or for ourselves is misguided, 
distorted, or harmful, reveal to us your truth that this is not love at all. Call 
our actions to account and remind us of your loving ways that are humble 
and kind, patient and protective. 
Help us to learn paths of love that resemble your ways and Christ’s life. 

Turn us to you, loving God, and reform us in your image. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=maty13s_db4
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God is a God of grace. God’s embrace is wide and God’s love knows no 
bounds. 
You are a child of God, loved and forgiven.  

Thanks be to God.  

Amen.  

READINGS 

       2 Corinthians 4:3-6  

3 
And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.  4 

In 
their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to 
keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is 
the image of God. 5 

For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus 
Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6 

For it is the 
God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 

Jesus Christ. 

       Mark 9:2-9 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led 
them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured 
before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on 
earth could bleach them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, 
who were talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good 
for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, 
and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 
Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, 
“This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked 

around, they saw no one with them anymore, but only Jesus. 

9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one 
about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the 
dead. 

HYMN 231  At the name of Jesus  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r4d4UXSJXig  

SERMON 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r4d4UXSJXig
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Late last century a survey was done among Catholic believers which 
showed that most of the lay people had experienced some form of a 
mystical life-changing event. Some of the events were almost as dramatic 
as the one we heard about today in the Gospel reading. Other research 
seems to indicate that this experience is not limited to just followers of the 

Catholic faith.  

What is remarkable is the fact that most of these people have never ever 
told anyone else about their experience. They were too fearful of being 

branded as crazy! 

When most of us are confronted with some sort of supernatural event in our 
lives we struggle to put it into context and tend to try to dismiss or minimise 
the experience. We certainly tend to keep our mouth shut for fear that 

people will ridicule not just our experience but also us as a person.  

While I have no conclusive details about any of you having a spiritual 
experiences I suspect that a lot of you will have at least one experience of 
some sort. Some people have small and almost un-noticeable events while 
others can experience something that defies physical laws and the ways of 
our universe. Perhaps one or two might have had an experience but not 
even recognise it for what it is. Some may have experienced an event 

whose timings and impact have had life-changing consequences.  

I sometimes wonder if a psychoanalyst would give a very boring and 
rational explanation for our experiences. However I am sure that at least 
some of us are convinced that any analysis would not adequately explain 

our experience, let alone diminish the impact on our life. 

Here is one way to look at that approach. Suppose that you were a very 
good electronics technician who could analyse and fix any problems with a 

broken TV. This does not stop you having a life changing experience which 
came from seeing a program on a TV. You might be able to describe the 
way that the signal from the TV tower is converted into pictures and sound 
on the TV set but that does not impact on your experience from when you 

viewed that program. 

Being tied up in the technicalities of our lives can make us more and more 
reluctant to share unusual experiences in our lives with others. We are 
afraid of being dismissed as being unhinged. It is for this reason that I am 
not going to get too deeply involved in the story of the transfiguration of 
Jesus. It is not a story which needs to be deeply analysed and dissected. 
Rather I would suggest that it is a story which warrants being prayed and 
experienced.  
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In the transfiguration we have an experience which should be allowed to 
wash over us and surge through our heart and soul to take us through to 
the next step in our lives. If we dissect the story too far we end up with a 
reduced understanding because dissection does not bring out the full depth 

of the experience.  

Consequently I want to explore more about how we experience these sorts 
of events and to help comprehend some of the images in this story which 

was burned into the minds of three disciples two thousand years ago.  

This event must have had a very profound impact on the three disciples 
present. Profound enough for it to come out in the gospels of Mark, 
Matthew and Luke. Peter, James and John saw an aspect of Jesus that 
they had never experienced before. It meant that they saw Jesus in a 

completely new way, It was the same Jesus but in a whole new context.  

How often have you had an experience which turned your previous 
perception of someone on its head? You seem to see things about them in 
a whole new context. This realisation can be both negative and positive.  

       For instance suppose that there is the previously highly regarded 

public figure who has now been shown to be involved in paedophile sex 
tours in Asia. From then on they never seem to be the same in our eyes. 

       Or, someone that you have often wondered about as you travel to 

work on public transport. They seem to be completely unconnected with the 
world, a bit of an air-head. It then comes to your attention that that person 
is a very highly regarded human rights lawyer working for a nominal income 
in an ongoing effort to stamp out child slavery. Once again it is a whole new 

take on your perception of that person. 

The vision coming from transfiguration is not so much about something 
changing as it is about viewing someone in a whole new light. It is a bit like 
discovering that the person you thought you were knew is just the ‘tip of the 
iceberg’ when viewed in the new mindset. How often don’t we see the 
whole picture? 

Think of a person sitting beside you who does not live under your roof. How 
well do you actually know them? Most people have aspects of themselves 

which they don’t always feel comfortable to share with others.  

I had one old couple come to me at my church at The Entrance asking to 
renew their wedding vows from a wedding hurriedly conducted during 
WW2. They seemed a very quiet and almost timid couple. It was only in 
carefully listening and asking a few questions of them that it transpired that 
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he had been an original member of the first group men in the British SAS 
Regiment. He was a very highly decorated war hero who never wore the 
massive cache of medals that he had earned in battle. In doing the 
ceremony of renewing their vows I could not look at him in the same way 

again. 

If you have never spoken in depth to the person sitting next to you then 
there is no way that you can make many judgements about them, even if 

you have had a nodding acquaintance for years.  

What colour are their eyes?  

You can only guess at their level of physical fitness.  

What is their blood group?  

Have they had their wisdom teeth out?  

How well could you fill in a psychological profile about them?  

You might think that you know someone but are there hidden depths that 

you have never even considered?  

Perhaps a poet might capture some of the radiance of your neighbour but 
then they don’t often deal with raw facts as much as with emotions and 
scenery.  

Given the disciples’ experience on the mountain top, it is impossible for the 
three of them to fully describe and the way in which it impacted on them. 
They were sworn to secrecy until after the resurrection. Even when they did 
start to describe the experience they had to revert to poetic imagery to try 
and explain the event. Clothes becoming dazzlingly white, whiter than had 
ever been seen before! This harks back to Moses each time he came out of 
the tent after praying at the Arc of the Covenant.  

After all we are talking here about a mystery that defied their powers of 
description even a few years later when the experience was first written 

down.  

There is the mystery of a person who was just like you and me most of the 
time. Once he opened his mouth and when sick and troubled people came 
to him to be healed, then there was a real difference compared to other 
teachers of the law. In retrospect there were many moments when there 
were flashes of the divinity which lay just below the surface with this 
travelling teacher. Jesus was a person who was intrinsically intertwined 

with God in so many ways.  
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In reality it is impossible to dissect the language of the poet and the 
practical descriptions of the disciples present, and there is no need to do 
so. After all we are dealing with one of those rare moments when the 

physical world comes into contact with God’s other kingdom. The two 
worlds are open to those present at the same time. We cannot apply the 
criteria from the physical world to the spiritual experiences of heaven.  

Now the disciples heard God’s voice saying: “This is my Son, the beloved, 

listen to Him.”  

How do you describe what occurred to people who were not there?  

Physically? Did their ear drums actually vibrate with the sound? Who 
cares? Down through the ages many people have recalled God speaking to 
them. In the Bible we have Moses while looking at a burning bush. And then 
there was Samuel in the Temple precincts one night. Whether the sound 

came in a physical way or at some other level is, to me, irrelevant.  

At that same event those three disciples witnessed Jesus in conversation 

with Moses and Elijah.  

Was this a physical presence?  

Did their retinas actually physically see the events pass before them?  

Rather we look to the spiritual experience.  

Here on a remote mountain top we have three faithful followers of Jesus 
witness to a situation beyond their previous life experiences and 
comprehension. Jesus is chatting with two of the greatest patriarchs of the 
Jewish faith who according to their scriptures did not physically die but who 
had been taken physically up into heaven at the end of their lives. 

What would be your reaction?  

Those witnesses on the mountain top fell to the ground full of awe. Their 
leader was now glowing and seemed so omnipotent just a few shorts hours 

after speaking to them about His impending death.  

They immediately try to react to this other worldly experience by offering 
hospitality to the esteemed guests.   

However after God’s affirmation it is all over. The world looks normal, no 
spiritual leaders visiting with their leader, no voices booming into their 
consciousness. But, this is the way of transformative experiences, they 
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seem to pass in a flash. The experience described by them is probably just 

the ‘tip of the iceberg’ of the full depth of what they experienced.  

Some people who have described their spiritual encounters have talked 
about the veil being pulled back and encountering a loving Christ so 
profoundly that words do not seem adequate. The self realisation coming 
from this experience takes you into a far deeper understanding of yourself 
and your life. A bit like Peter, James and John it leaves you struggling to 

describe the experience fully.  

Whether a transfiguring vision of Christ, or of the world, or of yourself, I 
think these moments are enormously important for our faith, fleeting though 
they are. Most Sundays this year we are watching Jesus as he moves 
through the gospel of Mark. Often what he does seems strange, difficult to 
explain. We struggle to come to terms with what’s going on. With the 
disciples we ask “Who is this?” 
 
Then in some stunning moment, in some dazzling glimpse, we see things 
as they really are - Jesus, the world, ourselves. Jesus is seen in context of 
the other greats of the faith. There is a voice, speaking explicitly to us, “This 

is my son. Listen to him.” 

HYMN 675  Lord the light of you love is shining  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rce9UHYZwl4  

PRAYERS FOR THE OFFERING 

Transformative God, receive these gifts we offer, however foolish, or 
unpolished. May they bring your presence into the world in unexpected 
ways. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Leiza Steele) 

Holy God, we encounter you in our daily living for there in our midst you are 
always present. We bring our prayers for the messiness of our living to you 

this day. (Silence) 

For places where beauty is absent and truth is desperately needed, we 
pray. 
For first nations people of this land and all around the world, we pray. Holy 
God, call us to ministries of reconciliation. Plant a desire to understand the 
deep knowledge and wisdom of First Peoples, in the hearts of all people.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rce9UHYZwl4
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For places of heartbreak and pain, where relationships are damaged or 
damaging, we pray. Bring compassion and understanding, freedom and 
peace, healer of hearts.  

For places of mysterious encounter with you, we pray. Help us share our 

stories and the good news of your revelation and presence.  

Holy God, call us and renew us, that our hearts and hands may serve you 
and the world. Speak to us and through us, that we may be participants in 
the whole people of God.  

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

HYMN 685  Lord I come to you  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ga6Qtxzd6vk 

BENEDICTION 

Go out into the world as the beloved children of God, 
attentive to God in extraordinary and ordinary moments of our lives, 

for God is present and journeys with us this day and always.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ga6Qtxzd6vk
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May the love of God enfold you, 
the presence of Christ surprise you, 
and the breath of the Spirit give you peace. Amen.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-MEOAQy-d5I 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-MEOAQy-d5I

