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PENTECOST 4 

SUNDAY JUNE 28 2020 

CAVES BEACH UCA 

  

  

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Welcome. 

We are called together by the Christ. We called in obedience to his word. We are called in 

the Spirit of love. All are welcome, 

for the undeniable grace and love of God bids us come. 

Let us worship the living God. 

Holy one, 

ancient of days and yet eternally present, we come, responding to your welcome, 

remembering that we are your beloved children; recalling your goodness and grace; 

knowing that we will find fullness of life here. 

Unite us with one another in your love. Come and let us be renewed yet again. Amen. 

  

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING & CONFESSION 

How can we ever thank you sufficiently, 

God of mercy, God of wonder, God of eternal grace? 

When yet we were far from you, you drew us to yourself, 

enabling us to be aware of your desire to be near us. 

You look upon all creatures with the kindness of a loving mother and a caring father. 

You are always at the work of creating and recreating, reconciling all things to yourself, 

and so we declare our adoration, praise and thanks, seeking to draw ever nearer to you, 

the true source of love.  

  

Merciful God, 

You are present in every place and every time embracing all creatures and all things in love, 

sustaining all that is in grace. 

We acknowledge that our lives are but a pale reflection of your goodness. 

We are sorry that we are content to seek our own security and to live with divisions rather 

than welcome the stranger. 

We are sorry for the times when we have turned our backs on the need of another. Forgive 

us, we pray, for every harsh act, every unkind word, and every negative gesture that 

separates us from others. 

Help us to follow your way of unconditional love and always to act for the sake of the 

common good. 

Have mercy upon us, we pray. Amen. 

  

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Even in our many shortcomings, 

the forgiveness we seek is offered freely. 

By the grace of God, we are forgiven. 

By the salvation of Christ we are set free. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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READINGS 

Genesis 22:1-14 

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 
2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, 

and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.” 3 So 

Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with 

him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went to the 

place in the distance that God had shown him. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and 

saw the place far away. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; 

the boy and I will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you.” 
6 Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself 

carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together. 7 Isaac said to his 

father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “The fire and the wood 

are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God himself will 

provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So the two of them walked on together. 
9 When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and 

laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the 

wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. 11 But the 

angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, 

“Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I 

know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 
13 And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went 

and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham 

called that place “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it 

shall be provided.”  

  

All my hope on God is founded https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3LCGh02Vew  

  

Psalm 13 
1 How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? 

    How long will you hide your face from me? 
2 How long must I bear pain in my soul, 

    and have sorrow in my heart all day long? 

How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 
3 Consider and answer me, O Lord my God! 

    Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death, 
4 and my enemy will say, “I have prevailed”; 

    my foes will rejoice because I am shaken. 
5 But I trusted in your steadfast love; 

    my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. 
6 I will sing to the Lord, 

    because he has dealt bountifully with me. 

  

Romans 6:12-23 
12 Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their 

passions. 13 No longer present your members to sin as instruments[a] of wickedness, but 

present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3LCGh02Vew
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+6%3A12-23&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28067a
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your members to God as instruments[b] of righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion 

over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 
15 What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 
16 Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are 

slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which 

leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, 

have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, 
18 and that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19 I am 

speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented 

your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your 

members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification. 
20 When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 So what 

advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of 

those things is death. 22 But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the 

advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, 

but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

  

Matthew 10:40-42 
40 “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who 

sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s 

reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will 

receive the reward of the righteous; 42 and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of 

these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their 

reward.” 

  

O Master let me walk with Thee https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WXwXQnsaL3A  

  

SERMON 

As we think back to Abraham in the Old Testament he can seem a bit like a bumbling, 

dim-witted old man. He made mistakes which we can see, in retrospect, resonate with the 

mistakes we can all make in our own lives. If we pass over some of his more obvious 

bloopers he did fairly well. He starts out by taking the biggest step of faith possible. He 

packed up his family and all their belongings and set off into the unknown to follow where 

God led him. He packs up his family and all their belongings and travels of into the unknown.  

There are some people who perceive that they have a call to be missionaries and, 

after training in customs and cultures in their projected home, they start with a clear 

understanding of what to expect. Abraham had no access to prior training let alone email 

and Skype to call home for help! 

Despite all of this Abraham willingly followed God’s call and packed up for the move. 

Even with all of the difficulties and trials he remained faithful to God. His trust in God 

remained throughout the delays of God’s promise of the arrival of a son even as his wife 

passed through menopause and grew older.  

Abraham had long been promised a son by God and he had been told that his son 

was to be the founder of many nations and become a blessing to everyone. Abraham hung 

on, and on, and on, and it was not until they were both getting elderly that Sarah bore him 

that son who he named Isaac. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+6%3A12-23&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28067b
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WXwXQnsaL3A
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After the birth we aren’t told much about the boy’s life until Isaac appears in today’s 

passage from the Old Testament. By now he is old enough to lug a big load of fire wood up 

a steep hill. Once he had done this God told Abraham of the horrific challenge ahead, testing 

his loyalty to the extreme. Abraham is faced with the choice to keep following God or 

sacrificing his much longed for and loved son. 

This raises the question as to the nature of God. What sort of God would challenge 

an old man who had followed Him faithfully all his adult life, even if he had botched it a bit 

at times? Here we have Abraham challenged to hand over the child he had longed for over 

so many years. Apart from the human sacrifice issue I wonder how strong was Abraham’s 

faith such that he could even consider sacrificing the child he loved so dearly. The passage 

simply states that God wanted to understand the depth of Abraham’s devotion. 

Personally I doubt that this passage is an historical event but I have no doubt that 

over time people have felt this level of devotion to God. How often in our life has God asked 

something nearly impossible of us? We have been very faithful in our prayer and worship 

and active in our service to God yet it seems we are being challenged with something which 

seems to be the most precious thing in our life. It is almost like we are being challenged with 

something which seems impossible to give up. 

We so often hear of God being very safe and nice and always unthreatening. 

However, God is love, but it is a love that is so all consuming and so constantly calling to us 

that we will sometimes experience Him as harsh, unpredictable and demanding. 

God wants to relate closely to us and we can so easily forget how much God is still 

like us. He wishes to relate closely to us and interact directly. Rather than think of God like 

some audience member at the movies looking in on us as our lives play out on the screen, 

we need to accept that He sits next to us with an arm around our shoulder. As God is in love 

with us He is directly impacted by our reactions to Him. How important is God in relation to 

our partner, our hobbies or our daily life? 

According to the writer of this story God did not ‘fully know’ Abraham so he tested 

him. It is after God rescues Isaac that he says to Abraham: “Now I know that you really trust 

me.” God wanted to know if He could trust Abraham to fulfil the mission that God had 

planned for him.  

Prior to this story Abraham had not exactly been the model of consistency with God. 

From the writer’s point of view we can imagine how devastated God would have been if 

Abraham had suddenly turned around and said that he no longer trusted and followed God. 

God had been seeking to build his partnership with Abraham for years. Now He could see 

that Abraham would even put his own son at risk.  

There are elements here of lovers testing and trying out one another as they grow as 

a couple. They desperately hope that their partner will come through as a solid and faithful 

partner. Of course not all partnerships are tested to the level that this one was. God here is 

shown to stop at nothing to flesh out the depth of the relationship. This is a sign of the 

important task he was setting for Abraham.  

There is often a reluctance with some people to allow themselves to get close to God. 

As difficulties in worldly relationships cause us to be cautious it can sometimes be scary to 

get too close to another. For some people it can appear safer to stand back and try to 

appreciate God’s love from a safe distance. Sometimes we are afraid of what God might ask 

of us as it might be too demanding and interrupt our comfortable lifestyle. God might push 

us into something new and different. We might become exposed and vulnerable.  



5 
 

It is so much easier to go and study an ancient Bible passage about child sacrifice 

than it is to try and grasp the deep theological implications for us today. We have a God who 

is so committed to us that He allowed His son to be sacrificed to show the depth of His love 

for us.  

This can be terrifying as it shows that God is passionately yearning to give us life and 

be in touch with us in each and every moment. It is not a fearful God but one with unlimited 

love and compassion for us. As with Abraham, God travels with us wherever we go either 

physically or spiritually. God calls us into a closer relationship just like he developed with 

Abraham, despite all his mistakes and failures.  

For me it is true that God is love, but God’s love is also tough, demanding and 

uncomfortable. We can even perceive that love to be harsh, unpredictable and seemingly 

unreasonable at times. 

          Let’s be vulnerable enough to show the love we receive in our own life from God. 

 

O Jesus I have promised https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=svgHDdzP5xY  

  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Lu Piper) 

“Accepting a messenger of God is as good as being God’s messenger.   Accepting someone’s 

help is as good as giving someone help… Giving as little as a cup of cold water to someone 

in need will not go unrewarded.”   Matthew 10:37-42 

  

Therefore welcoming, giving and accepting are central to living our lives as we endeavour to 

reflect God’s love to one another.  Taking this truth into our hearts, let us pray: 

Creator God, this morning we give thanks for these crisp and bright winter days.  We 

thank you for the colours of sunrise as a new day dawns, and for your goodness that 

permeates our days - the song of birds, flowers in our gardens, friends who care about us.  

And the colours at sunset as the day draws to a close……  God of creation, we give you 

thanks and praise. 

God of peace, this morning we pray for all organisations that endeavour to promote 

good-will and peace amongst the nations of the world.  We pray that exploitation of 

resources and people may cease and that those in authority will seek the common good.  We 

pray for countries where people are subjected to foreign powers, that there may be justice 

and fairness.  Especially we pray for the West Papuan people…….  God of peace, hear our 

prayer. 

God of compassion, we pray that we here in Australia may reflect your love and care 

towards us, without fear or favour to everyone.  We pray for an end to all forms of 

discrimination.  We pray for your wisdom to be upon our church leaders as they lead us in 

the way of Christ.  We pray for Rev Mark that you will sustain him by your Holy Spirit. 

We pray also for those who are guiding us to live safely within the restrictions of the 

Covid-19 pandemic, and ask too, that you grant knowledge and skill to those working on a 

vaccine.  For us all, we pray for patience and common sense as we endeavour to care 

sensibly for one another……  God of compassion, hear our prayer. 

God of love, we thank you that even though our lives are limited in some ways at 

present, we pray that we may let others be as Christ to us, and that also we may be as Christ 

to them.  We commend to you, all who are at this time in sorrow, need, sickness, or any 

other trouble.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=svgHDdzP5xY
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            [Please take time here to mention any family members and friends who are in need 

of particular prayer.] 

          We ask that you would give to those who care for them wisdom, patience and 

gentleness, and to us all, your peace. 

And now let us draw our prayers to a close with the prayer our Lord taught us: 

  

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

  

  

BENEDICTION 

Let us be bold in speaking the truth. 

Let us live lives of compassion and mercy. Let us go from this place 

to be the servants of Christ. 

In all things, may we be prophets of a living hope. 

  

May the word of Christ be in our speaking; 

may the grace of God be in our loving; and may the power of the Holy Spirit be in our acting, 

this day and always. Amen. 

 


