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Sunday 6th March, 2022  
Service for Swansea & Charlestown Presbyterian Church    

Welcome   
Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 2 Let us come before 
him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song. 3 For the LORD is the great God, the great King 
above all gods. 4 In his hand are the depths of the earth & the mountain peaks belong to him. 5 The sea is 
his, for he made it & his hands formed the dry land. 6 Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before 
the LORD our Maker; 7 for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care. 
 
Let’s Pray. Sovereign Lord, what a great privilege it is to come into your presence this morning. To be able 
to sing to the rock of our salvation. To be able to come before you in thanksgiving and to praise you with 
music and song. To be able to humble ourselves in worship, to pray to our maker & to place ourselves 
under your sovereign care. 
 
We admit that we don’t come to you often enough, and we don’t thank you enough, nor are we humble 
enough, dependent enough, passionate enough. Please forgive us. Forgive us because for everything we 
have done wrong, whether we have done or said or acted in the wrong way or failed to do, say or act in 
the right way, that wrongdoing meant that your Son Jesus had to die on the cross to forgive us that sin. So 
we thank you for Jesus. May he become more and more real to us today as we sing, listen, pray, reflect and 
commit this time to you now. And we ask this in Jesus name. Amen. 
 

Song – How Great Thou Art      
 How Great Thou Art with lyrics performed by chris rice - YouTube  

1. Oh Lord, my God            2. And when I think that God, His Son not sparing 
When I, in awesome wonder                                        Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in 
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made          That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder                   He bled and died to take away my sin 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed 

Chorus 
Chorus          3. When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee                  And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art                       Then I shall bow, in humble adoration 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee                  And then proclaim, my God, how great Thou art 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art                              Chorus 

 

Bible Reading – Revelation 1:9-20 (NIV) 
9 I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in 
Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 On the Lord’s 
Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 11 which said: “Write on a scroll 
what you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis,  
Philadelphia and Laodicea.” 12 I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned 
I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was someone like a son of man,[d] dressed in 
a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The hair on his head was white 
like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze glowing in a 
furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, and 
coming out of his mouth was a sharp, double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its 
brilliance.17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and 
said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cc0QVWzCv9k
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%201&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30711d
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alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades. 19 “Write, therefore, what you have 
seen, what is now and what will take place later. 20 The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right 
hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels[e] of the seven 
churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 
 

Announcements  
Focus for the month – Fellowship. Over the last two years we have missed a lot of things but one thing we 
have especially missed is fellowship. Now that the COVID threat is easing and we are able to meet back 
together again it would be good to prioritise fellowship. By coming to morning tea. Being involved in 
Church socials. Having meals together. Catching up for a coffee with those you haven’t seen for a while. 
Let’s see if we can strengthen the ties that bind over the next month or so.  
New Weekly Prayer Meeting 9am Sundays. A great way to start our time together is to commit our ways 
to the Lord in prayer. Please join us if you can.  
Lords Supper. We will be celebrating the Lord Supper TODAY at all our services. Please prepare yourself 
(and your family) to take the bread and the wine. 
Basket Weaving. Our speaker Leanne Barnett will give a short message on knowing Jesus and a workshop 
on basket weaving using raffia. Saturday 19th March at 10-2pm OR 1-3pm. Venue: Charlestown 
Presbyterian. Cost $30 covers (raffia kit). RSVP to Jen Mulready by text to 0434 131 132 by Saturday 12th 
march.      
Talking Teens. A webinar to equip parents (and youth leaders) to have conversation about issues of mental 
health – affected them or their peers run by py and the GSC Committee. Wednesday 16th March 7-9pm, no 
cost. 
Defibrillator. The Charlestown Church has recently purchased a defibrillator which is located inside the 
Church. It is very easy to use and the voice on it speaks you through the process. Please know where it is in 
case it is needed. 
First Aid Certificate. The Church is updating its list of people who have a first aid certificate. If you have 
done your training and are willing to be called upon when needed please email or text Stephen  
Airflow in the Church and hall. As part of our commitment to keep people as safe as possible from COVID 
we are currently trying to keep as many doors and windows open to ensure a flow through of air. This is 
aided by putting the fans on. The air-conditioning unit are less effective for doing this and so should only 
be used when the buildings are uncomfortably hot or cold.  
Finances for January 2022. 
Budget offerings for January  $27,000 
Actual Offerings for January $24,426 
Deficit for January  $   2,574 
This year will be a big year financially for the Church as we juggle both our normal expenses and potentially 
a Charlestown redevelopment. It would be good for us all to review what we give to the church to see if it 
needs changing for 2022.   
Easter and Beyond. We want to make Easter a special focus where we can invite our friends and 
neighbours along to hear the good news about Jesus. We are doing this by 

 Sunday 10th April Kids Easter Outreach 

 Friday 15th April Good Friday services 8am & 9:45am 

 Easter Sunday  Resurrection Sunday Services  8am, 9:45am & 6pm 

 Hope Explored  Done within our small groups from Monday 1st May.  
Ukrainian Refugee Appeal. The Presbyterian Church of Australia haslaunched an appeal to help Ukrainian 
Refugees. “Many of us have been shocked at the unfolding events in Ukraine following the invasion of 
Russian military forces. This has resulted in thousands of refugees fleeing for their lives to neighbouring 
countries, including Hungary. APWM (Aust Presbyterian World Mission) Associate missionary, and 
Presbyterian Church of Australia minister, The Rev Dr Granville Pillar and his wife Ibolya, live just 50km from 
the Hungarian-Ukrainian border. They have been providing assistance for refugees. PresAID has sent a gift 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%201&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30718e
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of $5,000 from its Emergency Relief Fund. Our Moderator-General, has today launched an appeal for 
donations. These will be sent to Granville Pillar who will then work with local Hungarian churches to provide 
assistance for refugees. As is its normal practice, APWM will require an accounting for the use of these 
funds. The Appeal will be run over two Sundays — 6th and 13th of March and will then be closed.” 
APWM requests us all to do three things: 
First, please pray for those affected by these terrible events. 
Second, watch this video, from the APWM Vimeo page. It runs for three and half minutes and provides a 
first-hand perspective. https://vimeo.com/683578943 

Third, if you would like to donate funds can be deposited to the following account 
Bank: Westpac            Account Name: Australian Presbyterian World Mission 
BSB: 032 260               Account Number: 151207       and mark your gift ‘Ukraine Appeal’. 
 

Song – Nothing that my hands can do    
Nothing That My Hands Can Do - Lyric Video [From Age to Age] on Vimeo 

1. There's nothing that my hands can do  3. My life is but a fleeting sigh 
To save my guilty soul     A tear within the sea 
I cannot cleanse my filthy stains   But You are everlasting, Lord 
Or make my spirit whole    And You've predestined me 
For nothing but the blood of Christ   To leave this fading world behind 
Can all my sins erase     Not fearing death will come 
I dare not claim my righteousness   For then I'll look on Jesus Christ 
But hide within His grace    And to His arms I'll run 
'Tis Christ who saved me from the depths  And when I see Him face to face 
God's pardon I've received    What glory that will be 
I'm washed within His precious blood  To look upon my Savior's scars 
My heart is sprinkled clean    And know they were for me 

 
2. I'll praise the God of holiness 

Of justice, truth, and might 
Who guides me by His mighty hand 
To walk within His light 
While Satan weaves his shallow lies 
God speaks to me in love 
Reminding me His only Son 
Has bought me with His blood 
And Christ dispels my every doubt 
Through Him I am redeemed 
I love because He loved me first 
I live because He lives 

 
Pastoral Prayer Points 
Psalm 5: “But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will enter your house. I will bow down 
toward your holy temple in the fear of you.” Our God is perfectly just and holy. No evil can dwell with Him. 
How then can we enter into God's presence? Only through our Lord Jesus Christ and his perfect 
righteousness given to us by faith. 
Pray for situation in Ukraine: “Give attention to the sound of my cry, my King and my God, for to you I 
pray.” We turn to the one who as the power to make wars cease. The only answer to our broken world is 
the kingdom of God. Let Your Kingdom Come. Pray God would have mercy and not allow the situation to 
escalate further. 

https://vimeo.com/683578943
https://vimeo.com/149430776
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Pray for QLD flood affected areas:  Pray that God would continue to protect lives. Thank God for 
government and others providing shelter for those who’ve had to evacuate. Pray people would turn to God 
as their refuge in times of trouble. 
Pray for Sparklers Playgroup - Praise God for a faithful team of helpers. Pray that new families will join this 
year. Pray for the outreach events being held throughout the year. Pray that God would be at work in the 
hearts of parents/carers to receive Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. 
Pray for Josh Montzka (Power to Change, Melbourne).  Praise God that I was able to have a fairly relaxing 
break. Praise God for His provision of help surrounding the dying of his old car and the offer of a new one. 
Please pray for a good retreat with clear direction for the year & a good project to work on. Please pray the 
remoting issue can be resolved and the website transition can be smooth and easy.  
 

Bible Reading – Revelation 3:14-22 (NIV)   
14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true 
witness, the ruler of God’s creation. 15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were 
either one or the other! 16 So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out 
of my mouth. 17 You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize 
that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the 
fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and 
salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. 19 Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and 
repent. 20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will 
come in and eat with that person, and they with me. 21 To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to 
sit with me on my throne, just as I was victorious and sat down with my Father on his throne. 22 Whoever 
has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 
 

Sermon - #lukewarm   https://youtu.be/z9U5AHE2zVA 
One of my greatest ever jobs was to be a mystery shopper. For about four years I was employed by Pizza 
Hut where I had to buy pizza and rate my experience. How was the taste, the value, the service, the 
delivery? It was a great job. Any job with free pizza is a great job. 

Slide 2 
But then I found out that there were not just mystery shoppers but mystery worshippers. People were 
organized by the ‘ship of fools’ website to visit churches and rate their experience. What was the welcome 
like, the comfort of the seats, the music, the preaching, the morning tea afterwards? What is the church 
really like? Now I wonder what they would say about us? Have we been friendly to that first timer? Have 
we been engaged with our singing? Are we ready and waiting to hear God speak to us this morning 
through His word? 
 
Well in the first century AD they didn’t need a mystery worshipper because Jesus himself came among 
them & wrote a report. And he wasn’t really interested in the coffee or the singing he wanted to get to the 
heart of the issue. And over the last three weeks we have seen his report into the Churches of Ephesus, 
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis and Philadelphia. And today, we come to the last one, Laodicea and 
the report isn’t pretty. 

Slide 3 
14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true 
witness, the ruler of God’s creation.” This report is a trustworthy one because it is written by God Himself. 
His Son Jesus is faithful and true. He isn’t going to lie to us. He isn’t going to tell us just what we want to 
hear. He will not make the Church seem better than what it is or any worse that what it is. He will give it to 
us straight. So, what does he say about the Church at Laodicea? And what might he say about us? 

Slide 4 

https://youtu.be/z9U5AHE2zVA
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In 1986 the Australia government launched its famous Slip. Slop. Slap campaign against skin cancer. Well in 
about 90 AD Jesus does his own version. A version I am calling Sip. Shop. Sup. 

Slide 5 
1. Sip (verse 15-16) 

15 “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 16 So, 
because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth.” 
 
Now Jesus knows his subject matter because the people of Laodicea had a problem with their water. Nine 
km to the north is the city of Hierapolis which was famed for its hot, thermal springs. Good for healing of 
the body. And some 14 kms upriver was the city of Colossae and it was known for its cold, refreshing spring 
waters. Good for the thirst. But Laodicea had no water supply of its own. So, it built an aqueduct from 
Hierapolis and when the water came to them it was warm and tasteless. It was not good even to sip. 
 
So, there’s refreshing cold water at Colossae, there’s healing hot water at Hierapolis, but at  
Laodicea, the water is tepid & putrid. It’s too cool to heal, too warm to refresh, its lukewarm 

Slide 6 
Now I think we can relate to that. When we have been out exercising it is great to come home, open the 
fridge and get a nice cold glass of water. Or if we wake up tired, its great to start the day with a piping hot 
cup of tea or coffee. But warm water, it’s useless. I hate it! 
 
And Jesus is saying that this is true of the Church at Laodicea. It would be great if they were on fire for the 
Lord. Hot. If they had burning hearts. What great things could be done for the Kingdom. If they were cold 
hearted, at least they would know that things were not right between them and the Lord. But to be 
lukewarm. To think that you are rich when you are actually poor. To think you see things correctly when 
you are actually blind.  To think you have got it together and instead have it so, so wrong. That’s the worst 
state you can be in. 

Slide 7 
If you are hot, you can achieve something. If you are cold well at least you are not under any illusions. But 
if you think you are hot and you are not. If you think that you are doing a good job and you aren’t. If you 
think you are effective and instead you are destructive, that’s the worst of the lot. And Jesus is saying to 
this Church when I take a sip of the water you are offering others I want to just throw up. 

Slide 8 
Your type of Christianity makes me sick. It disgusts me. I can’t stand it. In the words of American preacher 
John Macarthur Jnr “Some churches make the Lord weep, others make him angry; the Laodicean church 
made him sick.” 
 
Imagine Jesus preferring a form of cold Christianity, dead Christianity to lukewarm Christianity? But think 
about it. If water is left to itself that’s what it becomes lukewarm. You take water from a cool refreshing 
stream and leave it out in the sun for a couple of hours and removed from the source, it becomes 
undrinkable. And if you take water out of a hot spring and leave it by itself for a few hours, it will become 
just as bad. 
 
Remove the water from its source and it becomes useless. And take a Church away from the source of its 
life, Jesus Christ and it too becomes useless. Let a Church just sing songs but not have good words. Let 
them read the Bible but never let the Bible change them. Let the people come to Church but never come 
to God to worship & it becomes useless. Tasteless & Jesus looks down at it & says, you make me sick. 
Looking at you makes me want to puke! 

Slide 9 
So, I wonder what Jesus would say to us this morning. You guys are on fire, keep it up? Or would he say 
you once were on fire but you have got comfortable and lost your heat. Wake up to yourselves and come 
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back to me. Or would he say to us you think you have got right. You have good music, a good group of nice 
people and you enjoy your time together but really you are lukewarm. Where’s your evangelism? Where’s 
your service? Where’s your care for the poor and the sick and the imprisoned? Where are you actually 
relying on Christ rather than just on your own abilities?  
 
You see the longer we have been a Christian, the easier it can be to get into a rut. And over the last two 
years, we found it hard to get to Church, we had our interactive services, our livestream sermons but it 
wasn’t the same. It was easy to consume them rather than be consumed by them. Easier to skip through 
the boring bits, & to disconnect to my brothers and sisters in Christ. And to disconnect to my father in 
heaven and my Saviour Jesus Christ. Very easy to become lukewarm. Which is why Jesus turns from the 
sip, to the shop. 

Slide 10 
2. Shop (verses 17-18) 

Now I believe that for just $150 you can book a one-on-one session with Charlestown Square resident 
stylist Natalie Baker. Now that’s another job I used to do, a clothes stylist! Only joking! Natalie will work 
out your own individual style and take you shopping and, in a few hours, you can get exactly what you 
need. Well Jesus says to the Church of Laodicea you think you are rich and stylish and with good vision? 
Actually, you are poor, blind and naked. And so, he says not just shop with me but come shop and buy 
from me. 
 
17 “You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are 
wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can 
become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on 
your eyes, so you can see.” 
 
Once again Jesus knows the people of Laodicea to a T. The town was a centre of finance and so there was a 
lot of rich people there. People who didn’t need anyone else but themselves. It was known for its clothing 
especially its tunics made from the locally sourced black wool. And it was a medical centre famous for its 
powder that helped eyesight and hearing. Jesus knows the town and says to the Church of that town you 
are known for your riches but you are actually poor. But if you come and shop from me you can buy pure 
gold, real riches. 

Slide 11 
A few years before in the 60’s an earthquake destroyed the city of Laodicea and it was offered Roman 
assistance. And it said no! No to other people’s money. “I am alright. I can do this, they said. I don’t need 
anyone else help.” And that sort of attitude is dangerous in the Church. I don’t need God’s help. I don’t 
need to pray. I don’t need his word, his spirit.  
 
“I’ve got this. I’m alright thanks.” And Jesus says that is why you are poor. But come shop from me for I am 
offering you the riches of heaven, the riches of God Himself. Things that will never perish, spoil or fade. 
Come buy from me and you will be not just physically rich but spiritually rich.  
 
And buy from me not black tunics but white robes. You think you are dressed to the nines with that little 
black cocktail dress with your high heels, but the height of eternal fashion is not being clothed in your own 
good deeds but being clothed in the righteousness of Christ. I will help you clothe yourself in purity, in love, 
in kindness and in gentleness. I will make you holy. You think you look good, but your pride and self 
sufficiency has made you naked. 

Slide 12 
Remember Hans Christian Andersons fable of Emperor’s New Clothes? How the Emperor thought he had 
been outfitted in the finest ever clothes, but he was actually naked? But everyone went on not wanting to 
point out the obvious to him. Until a young boy pipes up and says, “the emperor has no clothes”.  
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Well Jesus is saying to the Church at Laodicea you have no clothes! You think you look good, but you don’t. 
You think you have it all together, but you are lukewarm. And I want to spit you out of my mouth. And you 
think you can see; you can see what is right and wrong and you can see the faults in everyone else but you 
are not just poor and naked but also blind.  

Slide 13 
In 1589, Galileo summoned learned professors to the base of the Leaning Tower of Pisa. Then he went to 
the top and at the exact same time he pushed off a ten-pound and a one-pound weight. Both landed at the 
same instant. The power of belief was so strong, however, that the professors denied their eyesight. They 
continued to say Aristotle was right that the heavier an object the faster it drops to earth. It is amazing 
how one can look truth in the face & still deny it. There is an old proverb “There is none so blind as he who 
will not see.”  

Slide 14 
Someone once asked Helen Keller, who had been blind since the age of nineteen months, if blindness was 
the worst thing that could befall a person. She answered that the worst thing that could befall a person 
was not to lose their sight but to lose their vision.  And the Church of Laodicea has lost its vision. It is meant 
to be shedding God’s light to the world and instead it is offering them a lukewarm glass of water. It is 
meant to be pointing others to the riches of a relationship with God and instead it is modelling the 
poorness of being away from God.  
 
And Jesus is saying to them come shopping with me and I will give you eye drops so you can truly see. I will 
give you’re the riches of being a son or daughter of God. I will clothe you with my very own righteousness. 
You want to do it all by yourselves and it just won’t work. But if you shop with me, shop from me you will 
get all you want and need. 

Slide 15 
Charlestown/Swansea Church don’t just look after number one. Don’t believe in yourself. Don’t pull 
yourself together. Don’t just rely on yourself. Instead in the words of Isaiah 55, “Come, all you who are 
thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and 
milk without money and without cost.2 Why spend money on what is not bread, & your labour on what does 
not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, & you will delight in the richest of fare.” 
 
When you shop with Jesus, he offers you the perfect gift. Himself. He is the gold that will make the Church 
rich. His are the clothes that will cover us up our sinful lifestyle. He will give people the vision to know what 
is truly going on in the world.  
 
What they truly need is Jesus. And what we need is Jesus as well. So often we think we have it all together 
and quite simply we don’t. We think we look good and Jesus sees through our outward appearances and 
see our hearts. We think we see the future but we fail to see that 80% of the world’s population live on a 
few dollars a day. We fail to see the 50 million refugees scattered throughout the world. And we fail to see 
that the vast majority of the people of the world have not yet trusted in Jesus and so will end up in hell. 
Much of the church today is blind. Blind to the things of God. Blind to the heart of God.  

Slide 16 
So, do you see what Jesus is saying to the Church of Laodicea and to our Church and to us? Don’t be 
lukewarm. Don’t just trust in yourselves. Come to Jesus. Jesus has taken a sip of the Church; he is inviting 
them to shop with him and lastly, he wants to come in & 

Slide 17 
3. Sup (verses 19-20) 

He wants to eat with you. Now you think he would have had enough of the hypocrisy of the Church at 
Laodicea. Out of the 7 Churches of Revelation 2 & 3 this Church seems to be the worst. He has nothing 
good to say about them. They obviously are in a bad spot. But its not too late for them. Jesus still reaches 
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out to them with the hand of mercy. There is still a chance. 19 “Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So 
be earnest and repent.” 
 
The fact that Jesus is rebuking them is a sure sign that he still loves them. Jesus hasn’t walked away from 
them. Jesus hasn’t forgotten them. Jesus hasn’t said that there is now no hope for them. For 20 “Here I am! 
I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that 
person, and they with me.” 

Slide 18 
Now there has been many an evangelistic sermon based on this verse. Jesus is standing at the door of your 
heart, Knocking. And all you have to do is open yourself up to him and let him in. So why don’t you let him 
in? You have nothing to lose and everything to gain. You will receive riches and vision and security and 
eternity with him. Let him in. He wants you. He wants to spend eternity with you. He wants to make sure 
you are never alone. 
 
And there is some truth to that. We do need to respond to Jesus. We do need to repent and believe. We 
do need to acknowledge that without him we can do nothing. Absolutely nothing. But Jesus isn’t stuck on 
the other side of the door as if there is only one handle and its on our side. This is the Jesus of Revelation 1 
after all, who is in complete control of the whole world. Who sees everything; whose speech is like a 
double-edged sword and who makes Arnold Schwarzenegger look like a complete wimp? 

Slide 19 
And this Jesus is knocking on the door of our lives even now. In the words of Scottish preacher Robert 
M’Cheyne “Jesus has been long standing at the door of your hearts and He knocks at it in the Bible – every 
time you read it, that is Christ knocking; and He knocks at  your door by godly friends, by godly parents and 
He knocks by the words of ministers … and Christ knocks by providences that have met you in your family, 
by lost friends, even the ones taken away from you.  
 
And you thought it was a rude hand, but it was Christs. It was Christ who wants to reveal himself to you, 
who wants to be a Saviour to you; it was Christ who wants to be revealed in you… And he has knocked at 
your hearts in these seven letters, the Lord has been in this place although you knew it not; He has stood 
until His head is filled with dew and his locks with the drops of the night He has pleaded by His blood and by 
His tears. Now if you would hear Christ’s voice and open the door what does the Lord Jesus say He would 
do? ‘I will come in to him and will sup with him and he with me.’”   
 
But remember this is written primarily to a Church, the Church of Laodicea and it seems the Church has 
closed the door to Jesus. The Church is carrying on as if Jesus was outside, away from all its activities. 
There is no prayer to Jesus. There is no trust in Jesus. There is no following of Jesus. But there is still hope, 
even now. The half-hearted Church can respond with full blown repentance. The biggest rebuke can 
become the biggest reward.  

Slide 20 
21 “To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I was victorious and 
sat down with my Father on his throne. 22 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.” The best thing ever is reserved to those who hear and respond to what the Spirit is saying to 
them. They will have a place on the throne of Christ, the King of kings & Lord of lords. They will rule with 
Christ. They will get the riches of God’s glory set aside for them in a new heaven and a new earth. That’s 
ours if we overcome. 

Slide 21 
One of the greatest of all the Olympic stories is what happened in Mexico in 1968 during the last race, the 
marathon. There was a runner John Akhwari from Tanzania who fell badly half way through the race. He 
dislocated his knee, badly gashed his calf but he kept going and going and going. By the time he reached 
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the stadium the race had long finished and many of the spectators had headed home, even many of the 
officials had packed up for the day.  
 
At last, Akhwari crossed the finish line, he limped off the track and collapsed.  The next day he was 
interviewed by the world’s media and they asked him why didn’t he stop? And he replied “My country did 
not send me 7000 miles here to Mexico City to start the race. My country sent me here to finish the race.” 

Slide 22 
Friends Jesus did not come from heaven to earth to get you started in the race of life. And the Lord did not 
send us into this world to give up. He wants us to overcome. To finish the race. Not to be lukewarm but to 
be on fire for the Lord right until the very end. He wants us to see what our world truly needs. He wants us 
to remember what our calling really is. And he wants to join us in this task and eventually he wants us to 
join him in the eternity he has prepared for his people.  
 
And so, it is not like we have had a mystery worshipper with us this morning but we have had the King of 
Kings & the Lord of Lords. He has sipped our water today. He has offered to go shopping with us today and 
he is wants to eat with, to sup with us this morning. And he is has sent us all a tweet #lukewarm 
#Jesusisknocking. He has cced us into the email he has sent to the Church at Laodicea. He has written us a 
personal text. Actually, Jesus is knocking on the door right now through his word. And he is saying to us “If 
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.” 
 
Let’s Pray... 

Slide 23 
I have some homework for you today. I want you to write for me an 8th letter. To the Church of 
Swansea/Charlestown Presbyterian. If Jesus was writing to us, what would he say to us today? What would 
he commend us for? What would he condemn us for? What aspect of his character would he highlight and 
what promise would he leave us with? Text them to me. Email them to me. Carrier pigeon them to me. I 
would love to hear what you think. 
 

Song – See Him Coming  
See Him Coming (Acoustic Lyric Video) -- Emu Music.mp4 - Google Drive 

1. Glory and power to the One Who loves us  3. Glory and power to the One Who made us 
Honour and praise Him forever   Kingdom of priests for God's service 
Come Lord Jesus, Come Lord Jesus   Come Lord Jesus, Come Lord Jesus 
 

2. Glory and power to the One Who freed us  Chorus 
From all our sins by His blood    Bridge x2 
Come Lord Jesus, Come Lord Jesus   Jesus is the Living One Who died and came alive 

Jesus is the Mighty God Who was & is to come 
Chorus 
See Him coming on the clouds of heaven  Chorus 
Every eye behold Him now 
He's the Living One, the First and Last 
Who once was dead but now He lives forever 
And ever 

 

Closing.  
20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and 
eat with that person, and they with me. 21 To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to sit with me on 
my throne, just as I was victorious and sat down with my Father on his throne. 22 Whoever has ears, let 
them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q-DLi8fsq4YHg6J1Iq1XjI7gDlCgX-4N/view

