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Sunday September 4, 2022 
Service for Swansea & Charlestown Presbyterian Church  

 

Welcome & Prayer  
“Praise the LORD, all you nations; extol him, all you peoples. 2 For great is his love toward us, and the 
faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD.” (Psalm 117) Let’s pray.  
 
Lord, we come to you this morning this morning to praise your name. We join with Christians throughout 
the world to praise your name. We sing songs in order to praise your name. We will listen to your word so 
that we might even more praise your name. With heart, soul, mind and voice we come this morning to 
praise your name. Please take away all distractions so that we can praise your name. Please blow away all 
our doubts so that we can praise your name. Please cleanse us from all our sins so that we can praise your 
name. Please join us together more & more so that together we can praise your name Amen.  
 

Song – Almighty Maker   Almighty Maker [Sovereign Grace Music] - YouTube 
1. Who but the Lord set the bound'ries of light      2. Who but the Lord could have dreamed of the plan 

Hung the stars in the night?          That would save fallen man? 
Who but the Lord drew the face on the moon     Who but the Lord washes rebels with blood 
Made the planets to move?           Making mercy a flood? 
Who but the Lord tells the clouds when to pour   Who but the Lord could give life through a cross 
Thunder to roar?                                                          Rescuing us? 
Amazing are Your works            Amazing are Your ways 
 
Chorus: Almighty Maker      Chorus 
You command heaven and earth 
By the power of Your Word       Bridge:  All things are from You 
Be praised forever            All things are through You  
Almighty Maker      O God, the great I AM 
All creation sings of You     All things are for You 
Glory fills all that You do     All things are to You 
Be praised forever, ever, evermore    O God, the great I AM 
         Chorus 

Bible Reading – Revelation 17:1-18 (NIV) 
One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the 
punishment of the great prostitute, who sits by many waters. 2 With her the kings of the earth committed 
adultery, and the inhabitants of the earth were intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries.” 3 Then the 
angel carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness. There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that 
was covered with blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns. 4 The woman was dressed in 
purple and scarlet, and was glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls. She held a golden cup in her 
hand, filled with abominable things and the filth of her adulteries. 5 The name written on her forehead was 
a mystery: BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 6 I saw that the 
woman was drunk with the blood of God’s holy people, the blood of those who bore testimony to Jesus. 
When I saw her, I was greatly astonished. 7 Then the angel said to me: “Why are you astonished? I will 
explain to you the mystery of the woman and of the beast she rides, which has the seven heads and ten 
horns. 8 The beast, which you saw, once was, now is not, and yet will come up out of the Abyss and go to its 
destruction. The inhabitants of the earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the 
creation of the world will be astonished when they see the beast, because it once was, now is not, and yet 
will come. 9 “This calls for a mind with wisdom. The seven heads are seven hills on which the woman 
sits. 10 They are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; but when he does 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ytCHkA-V3Y
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come, he must remain for only a little while. 11 The beast who once was, and now is not, is an eighth king. 
He belongs to the seven and is going to his destruction. 12 “The ten horns you saw are ten kings who have 
not yet received a kingdom, but who for one hour will receive authority as kings along with the 
beast. 13 They have one purpose and will give their power and authority to the beast. 14 They will wage 
war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will triumph over them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings—
and with him will be his called, chosen and faithful followers.” 15 Then the angel said to me, “The waters you 
saw, where the prostitute sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations and languages. 16 The beast and the ten 
horns you saw will hate the prostitute. They will bring her to ruin and leave her naked; they will eat her 
flesh and burn her with fire. 17 For God has put it into their hearts to accomplish his purpose by agreeing to 
hand over to the beast their royal authority, until God’s words are fulfilled. 18 The woman you saw is the 
great city that rules over the kings of the earth.” 
 

Announcements  
Focus for September – Devotions. Your regular devotions begin with having a devotion to Christ. You will 
only want to listen to God speak to you through his word if you treasure his words. You will only want to 
talk to Him in prayer if you know that your heavenly Father wants to have a deep relationship with you. 
You will only spend time with him regularly if you value His presence. So the first step to having a more 
fruitful ‘quiet time’ is to allow His Spirit to awaken in you a desire for Him. How about we do that today as 
we think about taking the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper? Let’s all ask God to do a deep work in our 
hearts and to grow our love for Him in the process.  
Recharge conference, A conference for men in the Hunter Valley. Saturday, 10th Sept, 2022.  8:30 am to 
3:00 pm.  Location: Grace Evangelical Church, 344- 348 Lake Rd., Glendale. Speaker, Simon 
Manchester, John 14, 15 &16, for "on ocean of encouragement". Link for more details and to 
register: https://www.hgm.org.au/recharge. Any enquiries, Martin, 0421749751.  
Women’s High Tea Date: Saturday 17 Sept 2-4pm. Cafe 360 - 360 Pacific Highway, Belmont North. 
(Salvation Army church facility) Cost: $30- high tea ( no dietary variations though Gluten free available 
).RSVP and fully paid  by 11 Sept ( this is the definite cutoff date) capped at 100 places. Speaker Sylvia Sui. 
Info: Linda Small 0422014250 or lindajs@gmail.com 
Refresh Gateway. Our sisters at Anna Bay have invited our women of any age to hear Patricia Weerakoon 
to talk to them on Saturday 10th September 2-5pm about the new sexular age with all the gender 
confusion and the like. Just $5. For more information visit gatewaypresbyterian.org.au/refresh2022 or call 
Rachel on 0412 467 434. 
WMPCA conference – September 17th (9am – 1pm. Men and Women together. Speakers Dani Treweek, 
Ben Johnson & Sylvia Sui. See Stephen for more details.  
Kids Spot: We will have a taste of heaven this week as we learn from Revelation 21:1-5. We will learn that 
there’ll be no more crying or pain or death in God’s new heaven because of what Jesus has done for us. 
Question of the week: What are you looking forward to most in heaven? 
Upcoming Events 

 Waratah Males Voice Choir 

 Gala Mission concert 

 Gather Round Christmas Celebration 
Finances for July 
 Budget Offerings for July  26,667 
 Actual Offerings for July  27,346 
 Surplus for July         683 

Surplus for Jan-July                        3        
  Christmas boxes (Operation Christmas Child. Samaritans Purse). (if room) There are again three options 
for boxes this year; fill a box yourself, or, collect a box and a $8 pack and provide some extras, or, pay $10 
to have a box filled on your behalf. Each option also requires $10 postage per box. For payment, please 

https://www.hgm.org.au/recharge
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transfer to the church account (BSB 062 829 Acc 10194850) with the description Christmas box. Info – 
Kathryn O’Callaghan or alternatively visit Samaritans Purse https://occ.samaritanspurse.org.au/                
 

Prayer Points for 4th September 2022 
Psalm 29:4 “The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.” 
Pray For North Korea: Praise God that even in difficult places, He is bringing people to know Him. Pray that 
God will protect imprisoned believers and give them a sense of His peace and comfort. Pray that Kim Jong-
un and other officials will come to faith in Jesus. 
Pray for our government: Pray they would seek peace and prosperity for all people. 
Vanuatu: Pray for the government of Vanuatu - the president recently dissolved parliament whilst the 
government only served 2 of a 4yr term.  Pray that people will continue to seek God's wisdom and 
guidance and that the aftermath of covid pandemic will continue to draw people to Him. Pray for the 
communities of Hoghabour, Walaha and Amata to be steadfast in their faith and for the planned mission 
trip in January to share & show the love of God with these communities. 

 
Bible Reading – Revelation 18:1-24 

18 After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven. He had great authority, and the earth was 
illuminated by his splendour. 2 With a mighty voice he shouted: “‘Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great!’ She 
has become a dwelling for demons and a haunt for every impure spirit, a haunt for every unclean bird, a 
haunt for every unclean and detestable animal. 3 For all the nations have drunk the maddening wine of her 
adulteries. The kings of the earth committed adultery with her, and the merchants of the earth grew 
rich from her excessive luxuries.” 4 Then I heard another voice from heaven say: “‘Come out of her, my 
people,’ so that you will not share in her sins, so that you will not receive any of her plagues; 5 for her sins 
are piled up to heaven, and God has remembered her crimes. 6 Give back to her as she has given; pay her 
back double for what she has done. Pour her a double portion from her own cup. 7 Give her as much 
torment and grief as the glory and luxury she gave herself. In her heart she boasts, ‘I sit enthroned as 
queen. I am not a widow;  I will never mourn.’ 8 Therefore in one day her plagues will overtake her: death, 
mourning and famine. She will be consumed by fire, for mighty is the Lord God who judges her. 9 “When the 
kings of the earth who committed adultery with her and shared her luxury see the smoke of her burning, 
they will weep and mourn over her. 10 Terrified at her torment, they will stand far off and cry: “‘Woe! Woe 
to you, great city, you mighty city of Babylon! In one hour your doom has come!’ 11 “The merchants of the 
earth will weep and mourn over her because no one buys their cargoes anymore - 12 cargoes of gold, silver, 
precious stones and pearls; fine linen, purple, silk and scarlet cloth; every sort of citron wood, and articles of 
every kind made of ivory, costly wood, bronze, iron and marble; 13 cargoes of cinnamon and spice, of 
incense, myrrh and frankincense, of wine and olive oil, of fine flour and wheat; cattle and sheep; horses and 
carriages; and human beings sold as slaves. 14 “They will say, ‘The fruit you longed for is gone from you. All 
your luxury and splendor have vanished, never to be recovered.’ 15 The merchants who sold these things and 
gained their wealth from her will stand far off, terrified at her torment. They will weep and mourn 16 and cry 
out: ‘Woe! Woe to you, great city, dressed in fine linen, purple and scarlet,  and glittering with gold, 
precious stones and pearls! 17 In one hour such great wealth has been brought to ruin!’ “Every sea captain, 
and all who travel by ship, the sailors, and all who earn their living from the sea, will stand far off. 18 When 
they see the smoke of her burning, they will exclaim, ‘Was there ever a city like this great city?’ 19 They will 
throw dust on their heads, and with weeping and mourning cry out: “‘Woe! Woe to you, great city, where 
all who had ships on the sea became rich through her wealth! In one hour she has been brought to ruin!’ 
20 “Rejoice over her, you heavens! Rejoice, you people of God! Rejoice, apostles and prophets! For God has 
judged her with the judgment she imposed on you.” 21 Then a mighty angel picked up a boulder the size of a 
large millstone and threw it into the sea, and said: “With such violence the great city of Babylon will be 
thrown down, never to be found again. 22 The music of harpists and musicians, pipers and trumpeters, will 
never be heard in you again. No worker of any trade will ever be found in you again. The sound of a 

https://occ.samaritanspurse.org.au/
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millstone will never be heard in you again. 23 The light of a lamp will never shine in you again. The voice of 
bridegroom and bride will never be heard in you again. Your merchants were the world’s important 
people. By your magic spell all the nations were led astray. 24 In her was found the blood of prophets and of 
God’s holy people, of all who have been slaughtered on the earth.” 

 
Song – A mighty fortress is our God  
A Mighty Fortress is our God - Christian Hymns with Lyrics (Choir) / Martin Luther - YouTube 

1. A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing 
Our Helper He, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing 
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe 
His craft and pow’r are great, and, armed with cruel hate 
On earth is not his equal 
 

2. Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing 
Were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God’s own choosing 
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He 
The Lord of hosts His name, from age to age the same 
And He must win the battle 

 

3. And though this world with devils filled should threaten to undo us 
We will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us 
The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him 
His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure 
One little word shall fell him 

 

4. That word above all earthly pow’rs, no thanks to them, abideth 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours through Him who with us sideth 
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also 
The body they may kill; God’s truth abideth still 
His kingdom is forever 

 

Sermon – Babylon (Stephen T)  

Many of you know of Kath Donovan. She was a medical doctor who spent much of her life on the mission 
field in Papua New Guinea witnessing to the Lord Jesus before she came back to live in Belmont & together 
with her friend and co-worker Ruth Myors, established the Christian Synergy Centre, which provided 

psychological and medical services to missionaries and other Christian workers.  
 
One time when Kath came back from the mission field, she was awoken late at night by her bed shaking 
violently and lifting off the floor. Her explanation to this phenomenah? That Satan was working through 
the black magic of the people of PNG to try and shake her world. Now you might not have ever 
experienced that sort of manifestation of Satan but it is real and has happened to many, many people 
throughout the world. Satan is a bully, trying to throw his weight around, trying to attack and persecute 
Christians and the Church. 

Slide 2 
But in the words of Nancy Guthrie in her podcast on Revelation “Blessed” Satan has a number of tricks up 
his sleeve. He loves to persecute, he loves to deceive and he loves attract. Now we have seen Satan’s work 
throughout the book of Revelation and how he has persecuted God’s children. Some will die for their faith, 
many will suffer. All will feel Satan’s hot breath on their necks.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8XUYZoguhEQ
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And two weeks ago, we saw how Satan loves to deceive. He dresses up religion so it looks like true 
Christianity. He offers us false teaching with enough truth in it to deceive those who are looking for God. 
He will raise up leaders in our land who look good and true and honest but they speak the words of 
humanism not godliness and lead people away from God and toward Satan and the kingdom of darkness. 

Slide 3 
And in Revelation 17 & 18 we see Satan trying to attract us to his way of life. He allures us with a message 
of power, of love, of wealth, of security, of leisure. And this might be the temptation that we in Australia 
are most vulnerable to, for many have fallen for it hook, line and sinker. Because we want to have it all. A 
nice house, a nice job, a nice family, a nice retirement and a nice faith. Why choose one dish when there is 
an all you can eat buffet in front of you? Satan allures us, tempts us, seduces us, attracts us but God here 
warns us. All that glitters is not gold. And the things that the world values will not last. So, we begin with  

Slide 4 
1. The Call of Babylon (chapter 17) 

“One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the 
punishment of the great prostitute, who sits by many waters. 2 With her the kings of the earth committed 
adultery, and the inhabitants of the earth were intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries.” 

Slide 5 
So, we are introduced to a great prostitute. Someone who offers something that should only be available 
in marriage, sex, in exchange for money. Who offers the kings of the world not love but lust. Now wait a 
second the people of the world should be God’s! He made them, he loves them, he wants a deep 
relationship with them but they are not looking for love with God, instead they are attracted, they are 
being seduced and allured by what this prostitute is offering. So what is she offering them?  

Slide 6 
3 “Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness. There I saw a woman sitting on a 
scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns.” She is 
offering them an alliance with the beast. With the one who has power and authority and influence over 
this world. But there is more. 4 “The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, and was glittering with gold, 
precious stones and pearls.” 

Slide 7 
She is also offering them wealth, luxury, nice clothes, beauty. This is Satan using the prostitute to attract us 
to him. Using materialism, good looks, status, power to draw people away from love and instead getting 
them to satisfy their lusts. But this dalliance is not a victim less crime because the prostitute “held a golden 
cup in her hand, filled with abominable things and the filth of her adulteries. 5 The name written on her 
forehead was a mystery: BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” 
 
What is beautiful has a sting in its tale. What is attractive comes with a bite. What glitters like gold is filled 
with evil. And once she has you in her arms, her claws will not let you go. In fact, she has a thirst for blood. 
“6 I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of God’s holy people, the blood of those who bore 
testimony to Jesus.” Going to this prostitute might get your lusts satisfied, at least for a while, but you are 
playing with fire. Because she hates God. She wants to kill the followers of Jesus. And she was wants to 
seduce people into her web of destruction. 

Slide 8 
So, who is this Babylon? Well, I am glad you asked because the apostle John was thinking the exact same 
question. And so, the angel says to him, “I will explain to you the mystery of the woman and of the beast 
she rides, which has the seven heads and ten horns.”  And then proceeds to give us 11 verses about heads 
and hills and kings and waters and cities and I am sorry but I am no closer to what it all means after reading 
the angel’s explanation than I was in the beginning! For the angel proceeds to give us more symbols than 
specifics. 

Slide 9 
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And before we begin to wade through these muddy waters, let me point you to a modern-day equivalent, 
cryptic crosswords. Now I like the puzzles page of the paper. I enjoy my Sudokus, I have recently started 
doing Wordles, occasionally I have a go at the crosswords but I never ever go anywhere near the Cryptic 
Crossword. I just don’t understand it at all. 
 
Let me give you two examples 

 A crumb straight from the horse’s mouth is …. A bit. 

 He started the next layer … the answer is .. a Hen. 
 

You see the thing with cryptic crosswords is that you must take the pictures, illusions, word plays and put 
them all together to get the right answer. And Revelation 17 is a like a cryptic crossword, you must imagine 
the pictures, consider the OT allusions, ponder what is going on if you are ever going to get to first base in 
your understanding.  

Slide 10 
For example, the word Babylon has a rich history in the OT. It starts with the tower of Babel where people 
come together to form a society that wants to build a tower to heaven and replace God. And then Babylon 
later invades the nation of Judah and deports all the good and noble of the land and completely destroys 
the temple and all that is left of the nation. Babylon then is a picture of society in rebellion to God. And it is 
strong and powerful. 
 
Babylon aligns itself with the beast which has all these horns, heads, and crowns in a sort of marriage of 
convenience. It seduces several kings from around the world to join her as she wages war against the lamb. 
It attracts people from all nations, languages and cultures who allow her to sit on them so she can leverage 
their power & influence. You see Babylon is a city in polar opposite to the next city we are going to see in 
the book of Revelation, the new Jerusalem. One is the bride of Christ. The other is the prostitute of the 
world.  

Slide 11 
So in Revelation 17 we have a picture of affluence, influence & attraction. But we see that under the 
façade of beauty there is an ugliness, an unfaithfulness, an evil. If we were to update the illustration for the 
modern world, we might say that Babylon is New York, outwardly looking rich & powerful but filled with 
poverty and gang violence. It is Canberra, full of influence but corrupt to the core. It is like an evil 
businessman, a wolf of Wall Street, looking splendid in his Armani suit but attracted to power & who 
believes that greed is good 
 
And our passage is saying that Babylon is out there, even today. It is a plaything of Satan who is trying to 
seduce you, attract you, allure you away from God. And he will dangle in front of the people of the world, 
the carrot of power and influence & will say come with me & I can get people to do what you want them to 
do. In your marriage, in your family, in your work life, your social situations. I will show you how to make 
friends and influence people. 
 
And then Babylon might dangle before us the carrot of money. Make these compromises, put your 
energies in this direction and I can make you rich and you can have whatever you want. And then there is 
seductive carrot of love. Follow your heart. Be true to yourself. Express yourself physically and sexually and 
you will have your lusts and your love tank filled with overflowing.  

Slide 12 
In the words of Sovereign Grace pastor CJ Mahaney, “Today the greatest challenge facing (evangelical, 
Bible believing) American (and I would add Australian) Christians is not persecution from the world but 
seduction by the world.” But friends I believe the seduction changes as you go through various stages of 
your life. 
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Today if you are a teenager, the call is often through peer pressure, the things of God are not cool, they are 
daggy and out of step with everyone else. Just look at those social media posts – there in front of you are 
the beautiful, the rich, the famous, all enjoying life. Babylon says to the teenager, join me and I will give 
you a great life. But its just not true.  
 
And then when you leave school the attraction is making money, or higher education seduces us to leave 
our narrow views behind and really become wise. Then we come across attractive people, beautiful 
people, lovely people who are enjoyable to be around. And we can make friends with them, marry them 
even and some of them take us away from God. 
 
Then our jobs leave us little time for Church. And our families are more important than Christian service. 
Our friends are prioritised over evangelism. And our sport places physical fitness over spiritual fitness. And 
our comfort is more important than the sacrifices God is calling us to be involved in. Which means our 
lifestyle bit by bit takes us away from Jesus. That’s the call of Babylon. And its attractive and appealing but 
our passage moves from  

Slide 13 
2. The call of Babylon to the Fall of Babylon 

“After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven. He had great authority & the earth was 
illuminated by his splendour. 2 With a mighty voice he shouted: “‘Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great!’ She 
has become a dwelling for demons & a haunt for every impure spirit, a haunt for every unclean bird, a 
haunt for every unclean & detestable animal. Slide 14 3 For all the nations have drunk the maddening wine 
of her adulteries. The kings of the earth committed adultery with her, and the merchants of the earth grew 
rich from her excessive luxuries.” Babylon is not going to last. But why won’t it last? It looks comfortably in 
control!  

Slide 15 
5 “For her sins are piled up to heaven, and God has remembered her crimes. 6 Give back to her as she has 
given; pay her back double for what she has done. Pour her a double portion from her own cup. 7 Give her 
as much torment and grief as the glory and luxury she gave herself. In her heart she boasts, ‘I sit enthroned 
as queen. I am not a widow; I will never mourn.’” 
 
Because God is a God of justice. Because Satan is not in control, God still is. And one day God is going to 
declare that the party is over. He will give Babylon and the Beast back what they have given others. She 
piled up the glory and luxury for herself rather than spreading it around to all people. And so she will have 
it all taken away. She thought she would never grieve well now mourning has taken over her. She believed 
she would never die but death is now just around the corner. She was the centre of everything, the queen 
but God is the centre of everything and he is taking his position back for good.  

Slide 16 
And notice how quickly it all happens. 8 “Therefore in one day her plagues will overtake her: death, 
mourning and famine. She will be consumed by fire, for mighty is the Lord God who judges her.” It happens 
in just one day. Later in our passage we see the kings notice that it was all over in one hour. And the 
merchants and sailors also weep over the fact that Babylon falls in one hour. Evil doesn’t stand a chance 
before our great God. The kings might gather to fight God on the great day of Armageddon but it is all over 
before it even begins. 

Slide 17 
Do you remember how quickly the Twin Towers fell? America was vulnerable in one day. Do you 
remember how speedily Kabul was lost to the Taliban, it just seemed to come from nowhere. And the 
ancient city of Babylon also fell in a day. The Medes dammed up the Euphrates further to its source, 
leaving this great city defenceless. It too fell in a day.  
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When it falls all the luxuries that Babylon was offering the world are suddenly no more. Beautiful clothes, 
precious stones, ivory carvings, fine wine and oil, even human slaves were suddenly no longer available. 
The supply chains were completely cut off. And all those who were invested in the Babylonian way of life 
lost everything. Kings were brought to tears because they saw all the things they wanted to have now been 
burnt by fire. Merchants wail because they have lost their markets. And the people in the supply chain, the 
ships captains, and sailors have lost their livelihood. In just one hour, Babylon has been brought to ruin! 
 
But why do they mourn and wail, were they in love with the prostitute Babylon and miss losing the love of 
their life? No not at all. The kings are terrified because they know they will be next. The merchants mourn 
because no one will buy their cargoes anymore. The sailors will no longer be rich. You see this marriage of 
convenience was a two-way street. Babylon and Satan was abusing them and using them to gain power for 
themselves. And the kings and merchants and sailors were acting out of self interest trying to get what 
they wanted out of this corrupt system. Just like a prostitute gives of herself for money. And the client 
gives up their money for lust so all who are seduced by Satan find that having their lusts filled doesn’t 
really lead to happiness or fulfilment but grief. 

Slide 18 
But Babylon will fall and fall hard.  You know one of my favourite games as a kid was to skim stones. You 
would go to the edge of the water and find a flat rock and try and skim it as many times as possible. It was 
great fun. And sometimes you got 5 skims, then 10, even 20. Until someone had enough and instead of 
finding flat stones, they would find the biggest rock possible and throw it into the lake and it would cause 
huge ripples before disappearing without a trace. And that’s what happens to Babylon. 

Slide 19 
21 “Then a mighty angel picked up a boulder the size of a large millstone and threw it into the sea, and said: 
“With such violence the great city of Babylon will be thrown down, never to be found again.” And that will 
be the end. There will be no record of her. And there will be no rejoicing over her.  22 “The music of harpists 
and musicians, pipers and trumpeters, will never be heard in you again.” There will be no rebuilding of her. 
“No worker of any trade will ever be found in you again. The sound of a millstone will never be heard in you 
again.  

Slide 20 
There will be no recovery for her. 23 “The light of a lamp will never shine in you again. The voice of 
bridegroom and bride will never be heard in you again. Your merchants were the world’s important 
people. By your magic spell all the nations were led astray. 24 In her was found the blood of prophets and of 
God’s holy people, of all who have been slaughtered on the earth.” Like Chernobyl the end will come 
incredibly quickly! 
 
Babylon goes from appealing to appalling. Because her pleasures are temporary. Her attractiveness is 
deceptive. It is here and gone in the here and now. And we will see in the next few chapters it will be 
replaced by the New Jerusalem. A city made by God for God’s people. A place of true wealth, true health, 
true happiness, true fulfilment. This really is a tale of two cities. Babylon looks so good but soon will be 
destroyed. Whereas Jerusalem is currently rubbished but will be glorious forever. Which means you and I 
need to hear 

Slide 21 
3. The call from Babylon. (Chapter 18:4 & 20) 

4 “Then I heard another voice from heaven say: “‘Come out of her, my people,’ so that you will not share in 
her sins, so that you will not receive any of her plagues”  

Slide 22 

Preacher David Akin is right “If you love this world, it will pass away and it will take you with it. You will not 
only lose true pleasure, you will lose your life, you will perish with this world”  

Slide 23 
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Now John is building on the call of the prophets who warned God’s people of the physical Babylon that was 
enslaving them. So Isaiah says “Go out of Babylon… Depart, depart, go out from there; touch no unclean 
thing; go out from the midst of her, purify yourself.” And Jeremiah says “Go out of the midst of her, my 
people! Let everyone save his life from the fierce anger of the Lord.”    
 
And that idea is carried on in the New Testament where Paul says, “Do not be yoked together with 
unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? 15 What harmony is there 
between Christ and Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? 16 What 
agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God 
has said: “17 Therefore, “Come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I 
will receive you.” 
 
Its just not worth associating with Babylon. You don’t want to get your hands dirty with the world. So, it’s 
time for you and I to abandon the ship before it goes down and step into the ark of salvation that is offered 
us through our Lord Jesus Christ. In the words of A. W. Tozer “The trouble arises, not when the ship is in 
the sea, but when the sea is in the ship.” You see the Church can’t escape the world but the world must 
never be in the Church.   

Slide 24 
So how do you do that? Here Jo Barlow has something really helpful to say in a lecture she gave to her BSF 
students. She says “Treasuring Jesus Christ is the only escape from the world’s treasure map.” What she is 
saying is that you must love the things of God more than you love the things of the world. For where your 
heart is, that is what you will treasure. 
 
So, the key is not just coming out of Babylon but coming to Jesus Christ. Come out of the selfishness and 
self-centredness of the kings, the merchants and the sailor and come to selflessness of Christ. Turn from 
greed and embrace grace. Escape from things that dazzle to deceive and run to the spiritual blessings that 
God gives us in Jesus. Come out of Babylon. Come to God. Open yourself up to the work of the Holy Spirit 
because he is the one, the only one that can help you to love the things of God more than the things of this 
world.   

Slide 25 
Come and rejoice! 20 “Rejoice over her, you heavens! Rejoice, you people of God! Rejoice, apostles and 
prophets! For God has judged her with the judgment she imposed on you.” Rejoice, one day God will keep 
his promises. One day evil will be perfectly judged. One day the world full of corruption will fall. One day 
God’s perfect will, will be restored. One day Babylon will be replaced with the new Jerusalem. And we will 
be married to Christ forever. 
 
It might look appealing but, in the end, it will be appalling what will happen to Babylon. So, listen to God’s 
appeal given us today, to come to him and rejoice in him. 

Slide 26 
Friends, we have choice today to go to the worlds spiritual red-light district and seek to hire the prostitute 
who will seek to fulfil your lusts for a moment but will demand your soul for the privilege. Or you can go to 
God empty handed and drink living water, eat the richest of food, have your life filled with the Spirit and 
enjoy the blessings God has in store for all his people. For free. Because of his grace. Which one will you go 
to today? 
 
Well, it is not really what you say with your lips today that will answer that question but where you go to 
for meaning & acceptance & love for the rest of the week. My advice is to  
Go to God! And he will fill you with blessings that will last for all eternity. 
 

Lords Supper 
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Our passage today has called us to come out of Babylon and come to Jesus. And we can do that prayerfully 
as we talk to God. We can do that intellectually as we give an acknowledgement in our brains that this is 
what we want to do. But in the Lord’s Supper we have the chance to do that physically as we take the 
bread and the wine. Jesus says in Matthew 11:28 “Come to me all you who are weary and burdened and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gently and humble in heart and you 
will find rest for your souls, for my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
 
And in the Lords Supper Jesus is expressly saying to you and me, come to me. Eat from my hand. Drink 
from the cup that I am giving you. I will sustain you. I will refresh you. I will strengthen you. I will teach you. 
I will send you out but firstly come to me. Come out of Babylon and come to me. Babylon looks like it 
offers the best food but it is junk food and will not truly satisfy. Babylon looks like it offers the best drinks 
but it is like too much alcohol, it will not satisfy and leave you with a hangover. Babylon looks more 
exciting, but it will fail to deliver on its promises. But Jesus will never let you done. Jesus will never leave 
you or forsake you. Jesus will provide all you need for this life and the life to come.  
 
So come to Jesus. Come as you are. Come to become a believer. Come to keep believing. Come for the first 
time. Come because it sustained the last time. Come because you can’t begin the Christian walk without 
repenting and believing in Jesus. And come because you can’t continue on in the Christian walk without 
repenting and believing in Jesus. Come because you can’t do this on your own. Come because you can’t do 
it without Jesus.  
 
Come. Come. For as the apostle Paul says in 1 Corinthians 11,  23 “For I received from the Lord what I also 
passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the 
same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” 

Take eat in remembrance that Christ died for you and be thankful. 
Drink this in remembrance that Christ blood was shed for you and be thankful.  

 

Song –  Christ my hope in life and death  

1. What is our hope in life and death?  2. What truth can calm the troubled soul? 
Christ alone, Christ alone   God is good, God is good 
What is our only confidence?   Where is his grace and goodness known? 
That our souls to him belong   In our great Redeemer's blood 
Who holds our days within his hand?  Who holds our faith when fears arise? 
What comes, apart from his command? Who stands above the stormy trial? 
And what will keep us to the end?  Who sends the waves that bring us nigh 
The love of Christ, in which we stand  Unto the shore, the rock of Christ? 
 
Chorus: O sing hallelujah!   3. Unto the grave, what will we sing? 
Our hope springs eternal   "Christ, he lives; Christ, he lives!" 
O sing hallelujah!    And what reward will heaven bring? 
Now and ever we confess   Everlasting life with him 
Christ our hope in life and death  And we will rise to meet the Lord 
      Then sin and death will be destroyed 
      And we will feast in endless joy 

     When Christ is ours forevermore 

Benediction. 4 “Then I heard another voice from heaven say: “‘Come out of her, my people,’ so that 

you will not share in her sins, so that you will not receive any of her plagues”  


