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Sunday 5th June, 2022  
Service for Swansea & Charlestown Presbyterian Church    

Welcome   
In Ezekiel 34,  we are reminded of God, as the shepherd for His people. 
11 “‘…this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them.  
12 I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness.  
14 I will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. 
16 I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak…” 

 

Let’s pray 

Heavenly Father, We come to you lost, injured, tired and weak. We are lost in sin. We are injured by own 
failing. We are tired in this fallen world. We are weak in our faith and weak in our trust in you. Forgive us, 
LORD. Restore us. Bind us up in you love. May we know you, as the good shepherd, who searches for His 
people, gathers them to himself, and tends for them with kindness and blessing. May we rest in your 
forgiveness. May we rest in your goodness. May we rest in your sovereign hand.  
In Christ’s name we pray. Amen 

 

Song – Almighty Maker  
1. Who but the Lord set the bound'ries of light    2. Who but the Lord could have dreamed of the plan 

Hung the stars in the night?          That would save fallen man? 
Who but the Lord drew the face on the moon     Who but the Lord washes rebels with blood 
Made the planets to move?          Making mercy a flood? 
Who but the Lord tells the clouds when to pour  Who but the Lord could give life through a cross 
Thunder to roar?                                                       Rescuing us? 
Amazing are Your works         Amazing are Your ways 
 
Chorus: Almighty Maker      Chorus 
You command heaven and earth 
By the power of Your Word       Bridge:  All things are from You 
Be praised forever            All things are through You  
Almighty Maker      O God, the great I AM 
All creation sings of You     All things are for You 
Glory fills all that You do     All things are to You 
Be praised forever, ever, evermore    O God, the great I AM 
 
         Chorus 

Bible Reading – Nehemiah 1:1-11 (NIV) 
The words of Nehemiah son of Hakaliah: In the month of Kislev in the twentieth year, while I was in the 
citadel of Susa, 2 Hanani, one of my brothers, came from Judah with some other men, and I questioned 
them about the Jewish remnant that had survived the exile, and also about Jerusalem. 3 They said to me, 
“Those who survived the exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of 
Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been burned with fire.” 4 When I heard these things, I sat 
down and wept. For some days I mourned and fasted and prayed before the God of heaven. 5 Then I said: 
“Lord, the God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who love 
him and keep his commandments, 6 let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer your 
servant is praying before you day and night for your servants, the people of Israel. I confess the sins we 
Israelites, including myself and my father’s family, have committed against you. 7 We have acted very 
wickedly toward you. We have not obeyed the commands, decrees and laws you gave your servant Moses. 
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8 “Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you 
among the nations, 9 but if you return to me and obey my commands, then even if your exiled people are at 
the farthest horizon, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place I have chosen as a dwelling 
for my Name.’ 10 “They are your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great strength and 
your mighty hand. 11 Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant and to the prayer of 
your servants who delight in revering your name. Give your servant success today by granting him favor in 
the presence of this man.” I was cupbearer to the king. 
 

Announcements  
Focus for May – Mission. Mission needs to be the heartbeat of any Church. We have been saved by grace 
and because that grace has changed everything we want our family, our community, our nation and our 
world to know all about God’s grace. Our aim at this Church is to have everyone involved in at least one 
part of God’s mission to save the lost. So as we start this month on mission can we ask you what 
involvement do you currently have? Do you pray, write, support a missionary? Have you got involved in 
our partnership with Wee Waa Presbyterian or Vanuatu Christians? Do you regularly pray for the 
persecuted Church or have got involved in Compassion Child Sponsorship or working with a Christian aid 
agency like TEAR? There are so many ways to be involved. It would be great if everyone found at least one 
aspect that they could get their teeth into! 
Ventilation. As the days get colder you will notice the cold draft that comes from trying to ventilate our 
buildings and protect people from COVID. Please can you keep the doors and windows open! That might 
mean you will need to wear some more warmer clothing to Church in order to keep one another as safe as 
possible! 
Compassion Sunday. As part of our month on mission, we have invited a representative of Compassion to 
come and speak to us on Sunday 19th June. More details next week. 
Church Picnic: Sunday 5th June. Todays the day the teddy bears (and the people of the Charlestown and 
Swansea Churches) have their picnic! Thomas H Halton Park, Croudace Bay. Kids will love the recently 
completed adventure playground (fully enclosed), with a good bike track as well. Bring your own lunch and 
picnic blanket. We will meet at the playground from 12pm. Inquiries - Simon Mulready 0404 942 544 
For your diary: Pastoral Care & Dementia. What is dementia? How do you care for a loved one with 
dementia? What role do we play as a Church for those who are helping loved ones with dementia? Are 
there any good resources out there that can help me? The do and don’t about visiting people with 
dementia. On Sunday June 26 from 3-5pm we are running a time to think about the Christian and 
Dementia. More details in the next couple of weeks.  
COVID. Many of our people and their families continue to contract COVID. As a Church we want to support 
and help you through this time by providing physical support, meals and our prayers. So if you get COVID 
please either let your home group leader or Stephen or Jon know so that we can organise such help and 
support.  
Lord’s Supper. We will be celebrating the Lords Supper TODAY at all of our three services. Please make 
sure you prepare yourself for the taking of the bread and the wine.  
Funerals Planned. Our church will be involved in two funerals this week. Fred Huang, a regular of our 
Church before ill health set in will be farewelled from Ryhope on Wednesday 8th June and Michael 
Nesbitt’s father, Richard’s service will be at Pettigrews on this Friday. 
Browns. The Brown are currently on two weeks of annual leave. If you need any pastoral assistance please 
can contact Stephen on 0426 82 90 80. 
Days Off (if room) . Stephen currently has Saturdays off and Jon Thursdays. If it is urgent please contact 
them on these days but if it can possibly wait until the next day they would appreciate it if you contacted 
them. 
Pastoral Care. Are you interested in the pastoral care of members of our Church? If so we have a regular 
ZOOM meeting to discuss and pray how we can better care for our people. The next meeting will be on 
Sunday 19th June @ 3:30pm. The zoom details will be available next week.  
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Kids Spot: We will learn from a well known story this week: David and Goliath! We will learn the memory 
verse Isaiah 12:2 “…God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid.” David, God’s future king, trusted 
God and all God’s people were saved. Jesus is God’s perfect King. We need to put our trust in God’s perfect 
King because only King Jesus has the power to save us. Question of the week: How has Jesus proved that 
he has saved us?   
 

Song – What a friend we have in Jesus What A Friend We Have In Jesus (Lyric 

Video) | Celtic Worship ft. Steph Macleod - YouTube 
1. What a friend we have in Jesus, 

All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer! 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit, 
Oh, what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer! 

2. Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged— 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful, 
Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness; 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

3. Are we weak and heavy-laden, 
Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Saviour, still our refuge— 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee, 
Thou wilt find a solace there. 

Pastoral Prayer Points 
Psalm 16:1-2: “Preserve me, O God: for in you I put my trust. O my soul, you have said to the Lord, You are 
my Lord: my goodness is nothing apart from You.”  
Our Father: Thank God our Father adopting us in Jesus Christ. Praise Him for pouring His love into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit. Pray the Father’s name would be honoured in our lives, the life of the 
church and our nation. 
Government leaders: Pray for God's wisdom for our Prime Minister, Opposition Leader, and for all who are 
appointed to serve as government leaders. Pray that our nation will be free and prosperous.   
Pray for Denmark: Pray for the Holy Spirit to bring revival to the Lutheran Church where many have 
become disillusioned. Pray for biblical thinking to replace the secular, postmodern worldview prevalent 
among the youth. Pray for financial support for full-time pastors and teachers who are anchored in the 
truths of the Bible. 
Pray that God would keep us from temptation: pray God would keep us from being drawn away from 
Him. Pray for protection of both young and old from the lies of Satan. Pray God would help all of us to be 
strong in the Lord Jesus. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pi1-5kmbkyQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pi1-5kmbkyQ
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Pray for Wee Waa Presbyterian: that God will give them energy to serve Him in the midst of the 
difficulties that they faced over recent years – drought, COVID, flood. Pray for a vision to reconnect with 
those who have wandered away and to preach the gospel to those who are currently going to Church as 
well as reaching out to those friends, family and community members not going to Church.   
 

Bible Reading – Nehemiah 2:1-20 (NIV)   
2 In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was brought for him, I took the 
wine and gave it to the king. I had not been sad in his presence before, 2 so the king asked me, “Why does 
your face look so sad when you are not ill? This can be nothing but sadness of heart.” I was very much 
afraid, 3 but I said to the king, “May the king live forever! Why should my face not look sad when the 
city where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?” 4 The king said 
to me, “What is it you want?” Then I prayed to the God of heaven, 5 and I answered the king, “If it pleases 
the king and if your servant has found favor in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my 
ancestors are buried so that I can rebuild it.” 6 Then the king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked me, 
“How long will your journey take, and when will you get back?” It pleased the king to send me; so I set a 
time. 7 I also said to him, “If it pleases the king, may I have letters to the governors of Trans-Euphrates, so 
that they will provide me safe-conduct until I arrive in Judah? 8 And may I have a letter to Asaph, keeper of 
the royal park, so he will give me timber to make beams for the gates of the citadel by the temple and for 
the city wall and for the residence I will occupy?” And because the gracious hand of my God was on me, the 
king granted my requests.  
 
9 So I went to the governors of Trans-Euphrates and gave them the king’s letters. The king had also sent 
army officers and cavalry with me.10 When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard 
about this, they were very much disturbed that someone had come to promote the welfare of the Israelites. 
11 I went to Jerusalem, and after staying there three days 12 I set out during the night with a few others. I 
had not told anyone what my God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem. There were no mounts with me 
except the one I was riding on. 13 By night I went out through the Valley Gate toward the Jackal[a] Well and 
the Dung Gate, examining the walls of Jerusalem, which had been broken down, and its gates, which had 
been destroyed by fire. 14 Then I moved on toward the Fountain Gate and the King’s Pool, but there was not 
enough room for my mount to get through; 15 so I went up the valley by night, examining the wall. Finally, I 
turned back and reentered through the Valley Gate. 16 The officials did not know where I had gone or what I 
was doing, because as yet I had said nothing to the Jews or the priests or nobles or officials or any others 
who would be doing the work. 17 Then I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, 
and its gates have been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer 
be in disgrace.” 18 I also told them about the gracious hand of my God on me and what the king had said to 
me. They replied, “Let us start rebuilding.” So they began this good work. 19 But when Sanballat the 
Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official and Geshem the Arab heard about it, they mocked and ridiculed 
us. “What is this you are doing?” they asked. “Are you rebelling against the king?” 20 I answered them by 
saying, “The God of heaven will give us success. We his servants will start rebuilding, but as for you, you 
have no share in Jerusalem or any claim or historic right to it.” 
 

Sermon – Don’t Despair, God will repair  
One of my favourite ever books is Lance Armstrong’s autobiography, “It’s not about the bike.” Lance was a 
young man ranked no 1 in world cycling when he got the news that he had testicular cancer and that it had 
spread to both his lungs and his brain. His chances of survival, let alone getting back on the bike, were very 
slim. This is how he recounts the day that he got his news, the day his world fell apart. 
 
Armstrong writes, “I drifted through the streets in first gear, without even the energy to press the 
accelerator pedal of my car. As I puttered along, I questioned everything about my world, my profession, 
myself. I had left my house an indestructible 25-year-old, bullet proof. Cancer would change everything for 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Nehemiah%202&version=NIV#fen-NIV-12321a
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me, I realised; it wouldn’t just derail my career, it would deprive me of my entire definition of who I was… 
Who would I be if I wasn’t Lance Armstrong, world class cyclist? Just a sick person.” 

Slide 2 
There’s a good question in that for us? How do you deal with a disaster? How do you cope when a crisis 
comes your way? Does what happen to you, affect who you really are as a person? These are no academic 
questions. They are real questions we all have to face when tragedy strikes. A death, A disease. A disaster. 
A disappointment. And in the book of Nehemiah, we see how one-man copes with his crisis. But more 
importantly we see how God uses this crisis to bring about his plans and his purposes. 

Slide 3 
The setting is Persia 445BC. 140 years beforehand God had responded to Israel’s repeated unfaithfulness 
by sending in the Babylonian empire to judge them, as he had promised to Moses, years before that he 
would do. And the people of God were deported out of the promised land into exile for a period of 
approximately 70 years. But in the book of Ezra, he had graciously given them a second chance, he brought 
them back home. They had rebuilt the temple and started to again worship their God. Under the 
leadership of Ezra, they had begun to rebuild their faith in God. But now we come to Nehemiah’s crisis. For 
70 years of work had failed to bring about the changes God had desired. God’s people were still in great 
trouble and experiencing disgrace. Let’s hear the story from Nehemiah’s own pen. 

Slide 4 
“The words of Nehemiah son of Hakaliah: In the month of Kislev in the twentieth year, while I was in the 
citadel of Susa, 2 Hanani, one of my brothers, came from Judah with some other men, and I questioned 
them about the Jewish remnant that had survived the exile, and also about Jerusalem.” Now, I want you to 
notice firstly Nehemiah’s concern.  
 
In a few verses we will find out that Nehemiah has an important job in the most powerful kingdom of the 
world. And yet he is still interested in God’s kingdom and so he asks firstly about the Jewish remnant. How 
are God’s people going? And then how’s the city? How are they going with the task that God has given 
them to rebuild not just the walls but their faith. 

Slide 5 
And the answer? It’s a train wreck. A complete disaster. 3 They said to me, “Those who  
survived the exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is 
broken down, and its gates have been burned with fire.” This is a crisis. The work has been a failure. The 
people are filled with despair. And their God has become a laughing stock. Oh dear. The news hits 
Nehemiah like a tonne of bricks. It’s worse than he was imagining. So how will this man of God cope with 
such a crisis? 

Slide 6 
1. Approaches the Lord (1:1-11) 

4 “When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned and fasted and prayed before 
the God of heaven.” It seems Nehemiah’s first response is not anger or despair but grief. The energy goes 
from his body and he sits down. And he cries and cries and cries. He doesn’t keep a stiff upper lip. He 
doesn’t try and pretend that nothing has happened. He expresses his pain. For it is not wrong to express 
your emotions. You don’t have to be strong and keep it all in. Nehemiah allows his feelings to take over & 
then he takes those feelings, those emotions, that grief directly to God in prayer 

Slide 7 
Prayer is the first port of call in this storm. Approaching God to express his grief and to look for God’s help 
and God’s strength and God’s wisdom is the place Nehemiah goes to first. What Nehemiah needs more 
than anything else is his God, his heavenly father. And he wants an extended time with his father. So, he 
mourns and fasts and prays. He gives up the time needed to prepare his food and eat his food and enjoy 
his food and connect with his friends and family over food and uses this time instead to spend it with the 
Lord. 
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When I read that I had to ask myself the question what sort of tragedy would cause me to mourn, to fast, 
to pray like Nehemiah is doing here? Would a world-wide pandemic cause me to respond like this? A death 
in my family? A corrupt world? A struggling Church? I don’t know about you but maybe none of these 
things would make me seek God in this way. God’s kingdom unfortunately doesn’t mean that much to me. 
The state of the world has worn me down. Death is tragic but there is so much to do in these times. 
Approaching the Lord in such a way is not something you & I do very often, if ever. And that is to our 
shame. 

Slide 8 
But what does Nehemiah actually say when he approaches the Lord in prayer? 5 “Then I said: 
“Lord, the God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who love 
him and keep his commandments, 6 let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer your 
servant is praying before you day and night for your servants, the people of Israel.” Nehemiah starts with 
praise. 
 
This is not a Nehemiah centred prayer, a needs centred prayer, it is a God centred prayer. The Lord is the 
God of heaven. The one in complete and utter control of everything. He is a great and awesome God, able 
to deal with any situation, any problem, any crisis. He is a god who keeps his covenant of love. He is rock 
solid in his faithfulness. Steadfast. Reliable. Able to be approached in this situation because he has 
promised we can approach him in any situation & he is one who will listen to the prayers of his people no 
matter how busy he is. 

Slide 9 
Praise gives this prayer wings. And then Nehemiah turns to confession. And notice he doesn’t blame others 
for what is happening in Jerusalem, he actually acknowledges that he is part of the problem.  “I confess the 
sins we Israelites, including myself and my father’s family, have committed against you. 7 We have acted 
very wickedly toward you. We have not obeyed the commands, decrees and laws you gave your servant 
Moses.” 
 
Friends in the midst of a sea of problems it is so easy to point the finger at someone else. They are the 
problem. I am the victim here. But Nehemiah doesn’t do that. The crisis is 1,400 kilometers away but he is 
still part of the problem. Maybe he is thinking to himself, my family never made the journey back home 
when we could have gone. I have lived a life of luxury and privilege here in the courts of Susa and left this 
situation to someone else. 
 
Just as an aside, when we pray do we confess our part in the sins around us? Do we acknowledge we are 
culpable for many of the problems that are going on in our world and our Church right now? My 
materialism has made the gulf between rich and poor even bigger? The way I have treated God’s good 
creation has often not considered the impact it will have on the world’s most vulnerable. The church is 
weak in Australia because people like me have not prioritized it in my life. I have played my part in the 
breakdown of many relationships in my community. But Nehemiah doesn’t stop there. He claims God’s 
promise.  

Slide 10 
8 “Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you 
among the nations, 9 but if you return to me and obey my commands, then even if your exiled people are at 
the farthest horizon, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place I have chosen as a dwelling 
for my Name.’ 10 “They are your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great strength and 
your mighty hand.” 

Slide 11 
God promises to forgive us if we confess our sins. He promises to act if we call upon his name. He promises 
to care and look after his people. So, Lord I want to claim those promises, right here, right now. I want to 
look to you and trust in your word. I want you to act now. 11” Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of 
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this your servant and to the prayer of your servants who delight in revering your name. Give your servant 
success today by granting him favor in the presence of this man.” I was cupbearer to the king.” 
 
This is a highly placed official in the court of a powerful king. And he is asking God to open the door for 
him. He is not presuming on success. He is not going to trust in his own resources. He needs God help. He 
needs God’s success. For, Nehemiah is just a man. The king of Persia is just a man. But God is the one with 
great strength and with a mighty hand. 

Slide 12 
But God didn’t give Nehemiah success that day. Nor the next day. Or in the days after. Four months pass 
between Nehemiah 1 and Nehemiah chapter 2. And this reminds us that weeping and prayer is important 
but so is waiting and prayer. In the words of Warren Wiersbe “When you wait on the Lord in prayer, you 
are not wasting your time, you are investing it. God is preparing both you and your circumstances so that 
His purposes can be accomplished. However when the right time arrives for us to act by faith, we dare not 
delay.” 

Slide 13 
2. Approach the Lord and secondly approaching the King. (2:1-8) 

But when to approach the King? That’s the tricky situation that Nehemiah is in. He is the servant and he 
can’t just ask the king for a favour. Persian kings expected their servants to do things their way. And if they 
didn’t, there were plenty of others who could take their place. So as the days and weeks and months drag 
on and on we find Nehemiah didn’t  
choose the day to speak, it chose him.  

 
2 In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was brought for him, I took the 
wine and gave it to the king. I had not been sad in his presence before, 2 so the king asked me, “Why does 
your face look so sad when you are not ill?                    Slide 14 This can be nothing but sadness of heart.” I 
was very much afraid, 3 but I said to the king, “May the king live forever! Why should my face not look sad 
when the city where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?” 
 
This is the big moment. God has opened the door for Nehemiah and he knows he must step through it. But 
he is still very much afraid. So, what does he do? Nehemiah sends up a quick prayer, an arrow prayer. Yes, 
Nehemiah has been praying, fasting and weeping for around 4 months but that doesn’t stop him from 
sending up an emergency prayer. A quick prayer. Because the Lord was constantly on his mind. And he 
knew that God was with him. He understood that He need God’s gracious help and he had confidence that 
God would hear it. 
 
Just as an aside that reminds me that prayer needs to be regular and deep and focused but it also should 
be short and sharp and immediate. I don’t know about you but I have found myself more and more in 
those idle moments reaching for my phone to clear a text or an email rather than reaching out to God in 
prayer to include him in my next activity. 

Slide 15 
“Then I prayed to the God of heaven, 5 and I answered the king, “If it pleases the king and if your servant 
has found favor in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my ancestors are buried so that I can 
rebuild it.” 
 
And now we can see that the four months of prayer have been matched by four months of preparation 
and planning. For when the Lord does answer Nehemiah’s prayer and the king does get to know 
Nehemiah’s problem, we find that Nehemiah is not flying by the seat of his pants but has dotted all his i’s 
and crossed all his t’s. So, what does Nehemiah say to the king when he has the chance? Send me. Don’t 
send someone else, send me. 
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I was part of the problem; I am willing to be part of the solution. And so, Nehemiah is willing to leave the 
centre of culture and privilege to roll up his sleeves to do the work that God has been calling him to do. He 
is willing to leave a comfortable career for a dangerous mission.  

Slide 16 
Send me & release me. 6” Then the king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked me, “How long will your 
journey take, and when will you get back?” It pleased the king to send me; so, I set a time.”  Now we don’t 
know exactly how long a time Nehemiah asked for but it was around a 4 month journey and besides that 
building the walls is going to take quite a while to do. So, he would be at least asking for 2 to 3 years. In 
fact, later on in the book we find out that Nehemiah was governor of Jerusalem for 12 years. So, Nehemiah 
is not just asking for annual leave here. And he is also knows exactly what level of support he is going to 
need 

Slide 17 
7 I also said to him, “If it pleases the king, may I have letters to the governors of Trans-Euphrates, so that 
they will provide me safe-conduct until I arrive in Judah? 8 And may I have a letter to Asaph, keeper of the 
royal park, so he will give me timber to make beams for the gates of the citadel by the temple and for the 
city wall and for the residence I will occupy?” And because the gracious hand of my God was on me, the 
king granted my requests.  
 
Nehemiah even knows the keeper of the king’s forest near Jerusalem’s name! That’s how well prepared he 
is & he knows what troops he needs, what money he needs, what material he needs and he boldly asks the 
king for all that he needs. And he gets it not because of his planning. And not even because of his prayers 
but because God’s gracious hand was on him. 

Slide 18 
Warren Wiersbe put it this way. “Too often we plan our projects and then ask God to bless them but 
Nehemiah didn’t make that mistake. He sat down and wept, knelt down and prayed and then stood up and 
worked because he knew he had the blessing of the Lord on what he was doing.” Or as Raymond Brown has 
put it “Rising from his knees, this man was now better equipped for his everyday work. That essential 
rhythm of withdrawal and involvement is a vital aspect of Christian living. It was characteristic of the 
ministry of our Lord and is a pattern from all believers.”  
 
Waiting time is not wasted time. William Booth was converted as a young man and was absolutely 
devasted when at the end of his apprentice he couldn’t get work. His widowed mother urgently needed his 
help yet God failed to answer his persistent prayer for a whole year. It was the greatest trial of Booth’s life.  
But God knew these twelve months of poverty would later enable him to identify with deprived people in 
many parts of the world.  

Slide 19 
3. Nehemiah approaches the Lord, the King and finally the task (2:9-20) 

And so after all the preparations have been made and some commentators suggest it probably took 
Nehemiah a couple of years to do that, Nehemiah sets off on his four month journey. And he arrives in the 
region to a cool reception from Sanballet & Tobiah who are not keen at all for anyone to come in and 
promote the welfare of the Israelites. And we will find out later that these two leaders are from Moab and 
Ammon, two traditional enemies of the Israelites but they have intermarried with the Jews & so have 
connections everywhere. 
 
So Nehemiah had better be careful, very careful. So he arrives, rests a few days then he tells us “I set out 
during the night with a few others. I had not told anyone what my God had put in my heart to do for 
Jerusalem. There were no mounts with me except the one I was riding on. 13 By night I went out through the 
Valley Gate toward the Jackal Well & the Dung Gate, examining the walls of Jerusalem, which had been 
broken down & its gates, which had been destroyed by fire.  Slide 20  Then I moved on toward the Fountain 
Gate & the King’s Pool, but there was not enough room for my mount to get through; 15 so I went up the 
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valley by night, examining the wall. Finally, I turned back & re-entered through the Valley Gate. The officials 
did not know where I had gone or what I was doing, because as yet I had said nothing to the Jews or the 
priests or nobles or officials or any others who would be doing the work.” 
 
Nehemiah takes a close look at the problem.  What materials, what manpower, what preparation will be 
needed to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem? And he does it in a way that is not going to arouse any suspicion. 
And when he is ready to start work, he seeks to inspire the community of faith.  

Slide 21 
17 “Then I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have been 
burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in disgrace.” 18 I also 
told them about the gracious hand of my God on me and what the king had said to me. They replied, “Let 
us start rebuilding.” So they began this good work.” 
 
Notice Nehemiah again identifies with his people. We are in trouble. Let us rebuild. We will no longer be in 
disgrace. Their problem has become his problem. Nehemiah couldn’t do the work all by himself. He 
needed to raise up a team. And that team of people when they were working on the wall couldn’t be 
working on their own homes and jobs. He was asking them to make a sacrifice, a big sacrifice. But it would 
be worth it. For just as the gracious hand of the Lord had been on Nehemiah to enable him to start the 
project, God would surely be with them all to finish the project. Together they will lean on the Lord even if 
the opposition and the taunts of Sanballet and Tobiah make it even more costly to build this wall. 

Slide 22 
He might well have said to them, “Don’t’ despair, God will repair”. For here at the end of chapter 2 we see 
that Nehemiah has confidence that the God of heaven will give them success. Which is the prayer 
Nehemiah prayed at the end of chapter 1 and the result of that prayer is found in Nehemiah 2:8 where we 
hear the “The gracious hand of my God was on me, and the king granted my requests.”  
 
This is God’s work. And God’s work done in God’s way will be granted God’s success. And that is true even 
today. We might not be building walls around our city but our call is partner with God to build his Church. 
And the gates of hades will not prevail against it. Yes, it might look a lost cause today. And I know that the 
world tells us there are so many more important things out there to do. But God wants to grow his 
kingdom. God wants people of every nation, colour and age to be saved. So, let’s roll up our sleeves for 
that mighty task. 
 
For like Nehemiah, Jesus left a privileged position and took on the role of a servant. He too was a man of 
prayer who was willing to prioritise time with the Lord. He endured much opposition. But he was willing to 
make the supreme sacrifice, giving his own life in order to build up the people of God. Nehemiah then 
points us to Jesus. And Jesus says to you and I take up the cross and follow me. Look the fields are ripe for 
the harvest. Pray that the Lord of the harvest would send workers into the fields. And by the way when you 
pray that, be willing to answer that prayer yourself.  

Slide 23 
So, is there a crisis in your life that you need to approach the Lord with? Are you filled with despair over 
the Church, over our country, or our world? Is there disappointment eating away at you at the moment. 
Remember, “What a friend we have in Jesus. All our sins and griefs to bear. What a privilege it is to carry 
everything to God in prayer.” 
 
And it works. Three weeks ago, I was driving to Sydney to visit my very sick father, when I got a call from 
my brother. “Steve, I think we have just lost him.” If I was there with them, I would have been ringing other 
family members. If I was at home, I would have packed my back and jumped in the car. But I was on the 
highway an hour away and so I did what I always should do. I prayed & prayed & prayed. In my grief I 
sought out my father in heaven. 
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And as I prayed. The words of a song came to my mind. Blessed be my name. “You give and take away. You 
give and take away. My heart will choose to say. Lord blessed be you name.” God is in control. I can leave it 
with him. Friends, don’t despair, God will repair. 

 
Song – Blessed be your name Matt Redman - Blessed Be Your Name (Lyrics And Chords) 

- YouTube 
1. Blessed Be Your Name    2. Blessed be Your name 

In the land that is plentiful    When the sun's shining down on me 
Where Your streams of abundance flow  When the world's 'all as it should be' 
Blessed be Your name     Blessed be Your name 
Blessed Be Your name     Blessed be Your name 
When I'm found in the desert place   On the road marked with suffering 
Though I walk through the wilderness  Though there's pain in the offering 
Blessed Be Your name     Blessed be Your name 

 
Chorus Every blessing You pour out,     Chorus 

I'll Turn back to praise 
When the darkness closes in, Lord   Bridge 
Still I will say      You give and take away 
Blessed be the name of the Lord   You give and take away 
Blessed be Your name     My heart will choose to say 
Blessed be the name of the Lord   Lord, blessed be Your name (repeat bridge) 
Blessed be Your glorious name   Chorus 

 
Closing.  
“You give and take away. You give and take away. My heart will choose to say. Lord blessed be you name.” 
God is in control. I can leave it with him. Friends, don’t despair, God will repair. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tTpTQ4kBLxA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tTpTQ4kBLxA

