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Sunday October 24, 2021  
Service for Swansea & Charlestown Presbyterian Church  

 

    

Welcome & Prayer (Steve McA) 

Good morning and welcome to today’s service at Charlestown Presbyterian Church. My name is Steve, and 
I will be leading the service this morning. And isn’t it wonderful that we are able to worship our Lord and 
rejoice that we are all part of God’s family. For as it says in Ephesians “You are no longer foreigners and 
aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household.”  
 
For those who have been following our services, you will know that over the last couple of weeks we have 
been looking at the book of Mark. And this week, as we continue to work through Mark, we will be looking 
at the ups and downs of life. For Jesus will take us to the mountain top and show us what God is doing in 
His world, then he will take us back down into the valley where we will see a world of death, disease and 
destruction. And what is the link between the mountaintop and the valley? It is prayer. And we will hear 
more about this later in our service as Stephen preaches on God’s mercy, our faith, and the need for 
prayer. But now, please join with me in prayer: 
 
Our Heavenly Father, We marvel at your might and power, that you are all-seeing and all-knowing, and 
that you are in control of everything. We delight in your abundant love for each and every one of us, and 
take comfort in your limitless strength. And we thank you that it is by your grace that we are able to come 
before you in worship today. But Lord, even though you have provided for all of our needs and that your 
promises are more than sufficient; we have not lived as we should. We know that we can be selfish, that 
we follow our own desires, and don’t always put you first in our lives. 
 
For this Lord, we are truly sorry, and ask that you forgive our sinfulness. We ask that you turn our hearts 
from the evil desires of the world and help us to live holy lives with reverent fear. And Lord, as we come 
before you today, we ask that you help us to put aside all of our troubles and burdens, and not be 
distracted by worldly matters, but that we will have open hearts so that your word may dwell in us and 
transform our lives. Amen 
 

Song – How great thou art 
1. Oh Lord, my God     Chorus 

When I, in awesome wonder    Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee 
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder  Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed How great Thou art, how great Thou art 

 
2. & when I think that God, His Son not sparing   3. When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation 

Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in                    And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart 
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing         Then I shall bow, in humble adoration 
He bled and died to take away my sin         And then proclaim, my God, how great Thou art 

 

Bible Reading – Mark 9:2-13 (NIV) 

“And he said to them, “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see that 
the kingdom of God has come with power.” 2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and 
led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. 3 His 
clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. 4 And there appeared 
before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5 Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to 
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be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6 (He did not know 
what to say, they were so frightened.) 7 Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from 
the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!” 8 Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer 
saw anyone with them except Jesus. 
 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what they had seen 
until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 10 They kept the matter to themselves, discussing what “rising 
from the dead” meant. 11 And they asked him, “Why do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come 
first?” 12 Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah does come first, and restores all things. Why then is it written that 
the Son of Man must suffer much and be rejected? 13 But I tell you, Elijah has come, and they have done to 
him everything they wished, just as it is written about him.” 

 
Announcements for 24th October 
Opening Up. It is really exciting that after 10 weeks of lockdown we are all able to meet physically for 
Church at both Swansea and Charlestown. Our services today will provide a COVID safe way of worshipping 
God as well as having morning tea/supper and the Lord’s Supper. Some of our number will not be ready to 
return today but we need to continue to pray for them and support them at this time. We hope and pray 
that they will be able to join us very soon.  
Focus for the month – Generosity. If God has been generous to us, how can we ensure that more people 
hear about His generosity? By generously making the God’s gospel of grace freely available to all people. 
So another response to what God has given us is to support the work of the Church as it preaches the good 
news and shows the great love of God to our local community and beyond. The best way to do that is to 
prayerfully consider what the Lord wants you to give to his work in the light of what his work has done for 
you. You then commit to that amount and work out a practical way of how you might give that in weekly/ 
fortnightly/monthly or annual instalments. And a good part of that should be with your local Church either 
in the plate or by direct debit into the Church bank account (Charlestown Eastlakes Presbyterian Church 
BSB 062 829, Number 1019 4850)  
The Generosity Project. Most of our small groups are studying a book this term about how we can be 
more generous with all that God has given us. If you would like to join others and think through this vital 
teaching in a small group setting, just see Jon or Stephan and they can direct you to a group that is doing 
these studies. It is in this context that we have also launched our pledge campaign.  
Pledges for our future ministry facilities. Today is the final Sunday of our anonymous pledge campaign to 
help upgrade our Ministry Facilities at Charlestown. I hope each one of us has been able to set aside time 
to prayerfully consider what amount God is calling us to give. No amount is too big or too small for each 
person has to decide in their own heart what the Lord is calling them to give. For more details see the 
pledge form sent to you in this Sunday’s email.  
Bible Teachers Workshop. Due to ongoing uncertain Hunter Gospel Ministries has decided not to run the 
Bible Teaches Workshop this year. 
ZOOM Prayer time. Every Monday night the Church meets via ZOOM to pray. It is so important that pray, 
both individually and collectively for each other, our church and our nation at this time. 
Getting together. We are also planning a few social/community events when things open up. Pizza after 
Sunday @ 6 Church TONIGHT, picnic lunch for all on Sunday 7th November & a welcome back carols event 
on Saturday 4th December, more details to come  
Combined church picnic. Everyone is invited from all our church services to enjoy a well needed catch-up 
over a picnic lunch at Pelican Foreshore on Sunday 7th November at 12.30pm. Bring your own lunch, 
drinks, chairs/rug, sun protection, swimming gear and play equipment (soccer balls, cricket gear, etc). The 
current limits for outdoor gatherings is 50 (including children) and that all people 16 years and over need 
to be double vaccinated. To enable us to meet together, we will meet as 2 groups at Pelican Foreshore in 
groups up to 50 people. Group 1: Families with children 0-12 yo (meet near playground). Group 2: Young 
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adults, adults and families with high school aged kids (meet closer to the water between carpark and 
playground). This is a guide so feel free to join the group that suits you best and set up your picnic group in 
the best area nearby for the weather of the day. Contact Suzie for more details or any questions. 
Young Families Group. Next Wednesday (Oct 27) we are starting a gospel community for young families! It 
will be a short Bible study and prayer over Zoom from 7:30-8:30pm. The plan at this stage will be to meet 
on Zoom two Wednesdays in a row and third week meet in a park somewhere on Saturday morning to 
hang out with kids! We will be looking at Mark’s Gospel together. See Jon for more details.  
 

Song – O breathe of life  
1. O Breath of life, come sweeping through us,  4. O Breath of love, come breathe within, 

Revive Your church with life and power.  Renewing thought and will and heart; 
O Breath of life, come, cleanse, renew us,  Come, Love of Christ, afresh to win, 
And fit Your church to meet this hour.  Revive Your church in every part. 

 
2. O Breath of love, come breathe within,  5. Revive us, Lord! Is zeal abating 

Renewing thought and will and heart;  While harvest fields are vast and ripe? 
Come, Love of Christ, afresh to win,   Revive us, Lord, the world is waiting, 
Revive Your church in every part.   Equip Your church to spread the light. 

 
3. O Wind of God, come bend us, break us,  6. O Breath of love, come breathe within, 

Till humbly we confess our need;   Renewing thought and will and heart; 
Then in Your tenderness remake us,   Come, Love of Christ, afresh to win, 
Revive, restore, for this we plead.   Revive Your church in every part. 

 

Pastoral Prayer (Simon M) 
Heavenly Father, We thank you that you have known us before the creation of the world and recorded our 
names in the book of life. Not by our works or our deeds, but by the blood of the lamb. That before the 
earth was formed, before the stars were made, before there was light, you wrote our names in the Lamb’s 
book of life. From eternity to eternity, you have loved us. Your Son, the Lamb, slain in our place, so that we 
might be robed in white.  
 

Lord, we ask for the help of Spirit, that we might live as those who are truly loved. What we know not, 
teach us. What we have not, give to us. What we are not, make us.   
 

Lord, we pray that your love and grace may be known throughout the world. We thank you for Josh 
Montzka’s work with Power to Change, and his enabling for the gospel to be shared online. Grant him 
energy, insight and encouragement as he uses his skills to grow your Kingdom. We pray that the #Hack 
project will bring glory to Christ. 
 

And Father, we thank you for the opportunity to meet face to face here again at Charlestown. Use us as an 
instrument to share the gospel within our community. We pray that friendships and relationships would 
reconnect easily through Sparklers, Impact Youth and JOY, and that we would be good at inviting others 
along to church. May we be identified as an outward-facing church, of love, compassion and humility. We 
pray that newcomers would be made to feel welcome and that the Bible would continue to be taught 
faithfully here on Sunday and throughout the week.  
 

Lord we pray for those in our church family suffering from stress, mental illness and depression. We pray 
for comfort and perseverance. We pray for good relationships and connection for those who live on their 
own. We pray for the mums and dads in our church, and ask for patience and wisdom as they parent their 
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children. May the children and young people in our church honour their parents, and grow up in the 
knowledge and love of your Son.  
 

We pray for your protection for the marriage relationships within our church. May they know faithfulness, 
kindness and joy. We pray for Ryan and Shannon who were married just this week, that their marriage 
would be centred on Christ. Grant them strength to honour the promises they have made to each other, 
and that their marriage would be a blessing to the church and wider community.  
 

Beyond our community, we pray that we would be good stewards of our planet, and care for the world in 
which we live. We pray for wisdom for world leaders as they attend the Climate Summit in Glasgow, and 
ask that decisions would be made which help us to look after the environment.  
 

And Father we thank you for our home which is to come - a strong, certain hope of eternal life with you, 
won through the blood of the Lamb, loved from eternity, with our names recorded in the book of life.In 
Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 
 

Bible Reading – Mark 9:14-32 (NIV)   
14 When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and the teachers of the law 
arguing with them. 15 As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were overwhelmed with wonder and ran to 
greet him. 16 “What are you arguing with them about?” he asked. 17 A man in the crowd answered, 
“Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. 18 Whenever it 
seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I 
asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not.” 19 “You unbelieving generation,” Jesus 
replied, “how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy to me.” 20 So they 
brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell to the 
ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth. 21 Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been 
like this?” “From childhood,” he answered. 22 “It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if 
you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.” 23 “‘If you can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for 
one who believes.” 24 Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my 
unbelief!” 25 When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the impure spirit. “You 
deaf and mute spirit,” he said, “I command you, come out of him & never enter him again.” 26 The spirit 
shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much like a corpse that many said, “He’s 
dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and he stood up. 
 
28 After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?”29 He 
replied, “This kind can come out only by prayer.” 30 They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus 
did not want anyone to know where they were, 31 because he was teaching his disciples. He said to 
them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three 
days he will rise.” 32 But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it. 
 

Sermon – God’s mercy, our faith & the need for prayer (Stephen T)  

On the 4th March 1968 Martin Luther King preached his last sermon entitled, “I’ve been to the 
mountaintop” & it became one of the most famous things that he ever said. In it he said "I don’t know 
what will happen now. We’ve got some difficult days ahead. But it doesn’t matter to me now. Because I’ve 
been to the mountaintop. And I don’t mind. Like anybody, I would like to live a long life. Longevity has its 
place. But I’m not concerned about that now. I just want to do God’s will. And He’s allowed me to go up to 
the mountain. And I’ve looked over. And I’ve seen the promised land. I may not get there with you. But I 
want you to know tonight, that we, as a people will get to the promised land. And I’m happy, tonight. I’m 
not worried about anything. I’m not fearing any man. Mine eyes have seen the glory of the Lord" 
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It’s a great picture, isn’t it? Being on the mountaintop. Seeing the promised land. Having a view of where 
you have come from and where you are heading. Observing what is going on all around you from God’s 
view point. That sort of a vision gives us hope even in the midst of difficult times. It renews our faith in a 
God who is in control of everything. And it can drive our lives, ensuring we keep on the right paths. Being 
on the mountaintop can change everything. That is why what happens in Mark 9 is so important for people 
like you & me.  

Slide 3 
You see Peter, James and John join Jesus on a very high mountain. They see Jesus in all his power & glory 
but in the words of one preacher “After the ecstasy comes the laundry.” Or has Billy Graham once said 
“Mountaintops are for view and inspiration but fruit is grown in the valleys.” Peter, James and John have a 
mountaintop experience but they immediately walk into the valley of the shadow of death. But what they 
saw & heard on the mountaintop should change everything. Let’s look at our passage from Mark 9 under 
three headings … 

Slide 4 
1. Presence (verses 1-13) 

2 “After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where they 
were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. 3 His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than 
anyone in the world could bleach them.” 

Slide 5 
Imagine the scene. There is Jesus and his three closest disciples, away from it all, up on a high mountain 
when Jesus experiences a transfiguration right before their very eyes. The word actually is a 
metamorphosis. And in the words of preacher Kent Hughes, “For a brief moment the veil of humanity was 
lifted and his true essence was allowed to shine through. The glory that was always in the depths of his 
being rose to the surface that for that one time in his earthly life. Or put another way, he slipped back into 
eternity to his pre-human glory. It was a glance back and a look forward into his future glory.” 

Slide 6 
The Apostle Peter would later write in 2 Peter 1:16-18, “For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when 
we told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty. 17 He received honour and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the 
Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this 
voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain.” 
 
What a mountaintop experience? Seeing God dressed in a human body. For a short time experiencing the 
glory of God in the person of Jesus Christ. Wouldn’t that help these three disciples to work out who Jesus 
really is? Wouldn’t that enable their vision of what God was doing to become even more clearer? This was 
the one. God was with them. Walking beside them. Teaching them. Sharing his life with them. Wow.  

Slide 7 
Robert Louis Stevenson once wrote a short story, “about a ship that was in a serious storm and in grave 
distress. The passengers were alarmed. One of them finally, against orders, went up to the deck & made his 
way to the pilot. The pilot was at his post of duty at the wheel, but seeing the man was greatly frightened, 
he gave him a reassuring smile. Returning to the other passengers, the man said. "I have seen the face of 
the pilot & all is well."  
 
Can you imagine the disciples saying, “I have seen the face of not just the pilot, but the son of God & all is 
well. I know that Jesus is now who he claims to be & all is well.” These three disciples have now seen in 
Jesus the very presence of God but it gets even better.  

Slide 8 
4 “And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5 Peter said to Jesus, 
“Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for 
Elijah.” 6 (He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.) 
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Suddenly Moses who lived in the 13th century BC and Elijah who lived in the 9th century BC appeared with 
Jesus. Two of the most important men in the history of God’s people have now come back from the dead. 
If you are an American it would be like George Washington and Abraham Lincoln joining you on that 
mountaintop. As Aussies it might like being on top of the world with Captain Cook and the Father of 
Federation Henry Parkes.  

Slide 9 
But for the Jew it is even more than that. Moses was the great lawgiver and Elijah was the great prophet. 
Moses was the founder of Israel’s religious community and Elijah was the restorer of it. Both Moses and 
Elijah met with God on the top of a mountain. They both saw God’s glory and they both had a special 
ending to their lives. And so now here in front of the disciples is the culmination of the law and the 
prophets. The whole of the OT has been brought together & they are talking to Jesus the one whom these 
Scriptures pointed to, the one who would fulfil all of its promises, the one that stood at the climax of 
salvation history.  
 
If ever the time for silence had arrived it was now, but Peter is not currently known for his silence. Instead, 
he opens his mouth and offers to build tents for the three of them. This must be the start of something 
great, he thinks, and so it would be best if we can find a way where these guys can stay with us in comfort. 
Where this taste of heaven can continue, where this fellowship can bring in an experience that would last 
for the rest of their lives. 

Slide 10 
But it gets even better. 7 “Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This 
is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!” 8 Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone 
with them except Jesus.” 
 
This is my son. Look at Him. See who he really is. Understand that in him is the glory of the one and only 
God. And listen to Him. He has the words of eternal life. Out of him comes streams of living water, water 
that will truly satisfy your deepest thirst. Listen to him when he says “Come to me all who are weary and 
heavy laden and I will give you rest.” Listen to him when he says “If anyone would come after me, he must 
take up the cross & follow me.”  

Slide 11 
Listen to him. Listen to him when he goes on to say don’t tell anyone what you have seen until the Son of 
Man rises from the dead. Listen to him when he tells you that this Son of Man, the Son of God, this 
majestic Messiah will die but sometime later will come back to life. Just as Moses and Elijah have now just 
done. Listen to him when he says that Elijah has come & appeared in the form of John the Baptist and 
suffered and died because of God’s Kingdom. Listen to Him, for Jesus himself will suffer much and be 
rejected.  
 
How wonderful that would have been for the disciples. To be on the mountaintop. To bask in God’s glory. 
To have a close personal relationship with the Son of God, Jesus. But this Jesus is indicating that they can’t 
stay on the mountaintop. They can’t put up their tents and live forever in this wonderful environment. For 
the real work is down there in the valley.  

Slide 12 
In the words of Warren Wiersbe “If we want to share the glory of Christ on the mountaintop, we must be 
willing to follow Him in the sufferings of the valley below.” So, after seeing the presence of the Lord on the 
mountaintop, they walk down its slopes to see disorder, disappointment, disputing and worst of all the 
devil.  
 
That’s life, isn’t it? You go to Church on a Sunday and have a wonderful spiritual experience and there is a 
fight in the car even before you get home. You go on a wonderful holiday and have a great break from life 
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and then the alarm goes at 6:30am the next morning and you have to go back to that workplace that you 
dread. You are there at the birth of your child and a few days later you are also there in the middle of the 
night changing the nappy. That’s life. The mountaintop experiences don’t last. The valley’s is where you 
and I mostly live. 

Slide 13 
2. The presence & then secondly the power (verses 14-27) 

14 “When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and the teachers of the law 
arguing with them. 15 As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were overwhelmed with wonder and ran to 
greet him. 16 “What are you arguing with them about?” he asked.  Slide 14  17 A man in the 
crowd answered, “Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of 
speech. 18 Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth 
and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not.”  
 
Let’s focus firstly on the disciples. Earlier in Mark’s gospel that had been sent out two by two to preach the 
gospel and they had come back and had performed many miracles and even exorcised demons that 
possessed people around them. But now they had failed this man and his son. Had they got carried away 
with their previous success? Had they just tried to follow a winning formula? We don’t really know. But it 
brought Jesus back to earth! 

Slide 15 
19 “You unbelieving generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with 
you? Bring the boy to me.” But notice Jesus’ care and compassion. 21 He asked the boy’s father, “How long 
has he been like this?”  Every case is different. Every person is made in the image of God. Every child is 
precious to Jesus. And what Jesus sees before him and what he hears from the boy’s father really breaks 
his heart.  
 
This boy is possessed by an evil spirit who throws the boy into a convulsion. He falls to the ground and rolls 
around foaming at the mouth. And he has had these fits since childhood. The demon has often thrown him 
into fire or water to kill him. Satan is the destroyer of life and has completed destroyed this boys and this 
boy’s family’s life. Satan has power in this world and he is using his power to bring death and destruction. 

Slide 16 
And it would seem the disciples are helpless against such a power. And the family is defenceless against 
such evil. And yet even in the midst of all of this, the father shows he has some faith, even if it is only a tiny 
bit of faith. “But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.” 23 “‘If you can’?” said Jesus. 
“Everything is possible for one who believes.” 24 Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help 
me overcome my unbelief!”  

Slide 17 
I don’t know about you but I can relate to those words. “I do believe, help me overcome my unbelief.” 
Often, I am placed in a position where I have nowhere else to turn and in despair I turn to Jesus in helpless 
dependence, like this man. You see even though this man’s faith is weak, he still asks Jesus for help. He still 
comes to Jesus with his need. And so, this man shows us something about the nature of faith. 
 
Faith is recognising our weakness. Faith is turning to Jesus in the midst of those weakness. Faith is not 
knowing how things are going to work out but being willing to place your situation, even place yourself, in 
Jesus hands. Faith, even weak faith, is faith, if it is not trusting in ourselves or even in the amount of faith 
we have, but instead trusting in Jesus.  
 
Which is why all things are possible for those who believe. Because the key factor is not you and your faith, 
it is the one whom you have faith in. If he is able to do all things. If he is God in the flesh. If he is the 
culmination of all that God has promised in the OT & the new, then faith is our empty hand reaching out to 
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Jesus full hand. Barak Obama was voted president of the US by the slogan “yes we can!” But faith is 
holding up the placard “yes He can!”  

Slide 18 
And we find out in this incident that ‘Yes He can’, yes Jesus can heal. 25 “When Jesus saw that a crowd was 
running to the scene, he rebuked the impure spirit. “You deaf & mute spirit,” he said, “I command you, 
come out of him & never enter him again.” 26 The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently & came out. The 
boy looked so much like a corpse that many said, “He’s dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted 
him to his feet, and he stood up.” 
 
The disciples couldn’t heal this boy because they tried to do it on their own. They didn’t have the faith to 
take this situation to Jesus. Or take it to the Lord in prayer. But the father in the midst of his faith & doubts 
does look to Jesus and finds out that Jesus has the power to bring this boy’s life back from the dead. All 
things are possible for those who believe. 

Slide 19 
Now this is a word for all us today and for every Church that is meeting today. Why are we so often 
powerless? Why do we not see more healings amongst us? Why so few conversions? Why so there so few 
times that others say you and I stepping out in faith? Is it that we are too often just putting our trust in the 
medical community? Or the money in our bank accounts? Have we failed to see that the one we serve is 
God in the flesh? Or instead, are we doing things just in our own strength? Have we remembered those 
mountaintop experiences that we have had in worship, in answered prayer, in trust and dependence upon 
Him and learnt from them so much that we are now living in the light of them? 
 
When I have gone over to Vanuatu, I have seen people who have almost nothing physically but much more 
than we have spiritually. Who put their faith in God time and time again. So much that I am often put to 
shame. I realise how secular we are as a Church. How faithless we often can be. And yet all Christians have 
the same access to God’s mighty power. The measure of our faith is this, how often do we put our trust in 
God’s mighty power? And the measure of that is found in how often you and I pray. 

Slide 20 
3. Prayer (verses 28-29) 

28 “After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?”29 He 
replied, “This kind can come out only by prayer.” You get it? The disciples didn’t pray? They didn’t call upon 
God for help. Instead, they rested on their past laurels. They remembered how it worked out previously. 
But the power they trust in the past didn’t come from themselves, it came from Jesus. They forgot that 
there had to be a radical dependence on God Himself, if God’s power was going change the world around 
them. Jesus was teaching them that the faith that brings power is a faith that prays.  

Slide 21 
Friends, a true test of our spiritual walk is our prayer life. The truest test of the strength of a local Church is 
also its prayer life. So has the advent of COVID stimulated your prayer life, because without him we have 
no chance of defeating this disease? Has the problems in your family forced you to pray to God more for 
help? You can’t change what is going on in the lives of those you love without God changing their hearts. 
Has the need for better ministry facilities for our Church led you to prayer? Have the unbelievers around 
you encouraged you to pray? Has the lost of the world and the poverty in this world both physical and 
spiritual meant that you have carved out more and more and more time each day in prayer.  
 
But you know what? Me shaming you or even myself into praying more isn’t going to make one iota of 
difference. But being on the mountaintop and seeing Jesus’ glory will motivate you to praise God more. 
And then remembering that Jesus has laid his glory aside and suffered and died for your sake and yet on 
the third day was risen to life, that will remind you that the same power that raised Jesus up is available to 
us through prayer. And when we have prayed in the past and seen the power of God in our own lives and 
the lives of those around you that will open your eyes once again to the necessity of prayer.  
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Slide 22 
Prayer is the truest gauge of our faith in God. Jesus has not just given us life to us, he has left his presence, 
his power & his passion with us. (Chuck Swindoll) “He has given us unhindered, unrestricted, unlimited 
direct access to Him personally” through prayer. 

Slide 23 
Now let me borrow Chuck Swindoll’s image to bring this altogether. For he asks how does God’s authority 
and sovereignty, mans faith and prayer come together? He says have a mental picture of a dam, a pipeline 
and a tap. The dam is the reservoir of God’s love. It is the Grahamstown Dam, no it is the Warragamba 
Dam with millions, billions of megalitres  available to all. Enough water and enough answers to prayer for 
any and every situation.  
 
But how does the water find its way to our homes? By pipes and the bigger the pipes to your suburb & to 
your home the more water can flow through those pipes for us to use.  Likewise, faith in Jesus, believing 
and trusting in his power and mercy is the pipeline from the reservoir of heaven to the life of the believer. 
The more faith you have the more God’s mercy and power can flow. The less faith you have the more 
restricted is the work of God in your life. And the taps in our home is like the prayer in your life. Prayer 
allows God’s power to flow through our faith and refresh us and transform us and change the world 
around us.  
 
So the more time you are on the mountaintop the more you see and hear clearly what the Lord is saying to 
us. The more you put your trust in the Lord the more open you are for the Lord to do his good work in your 
life. And the more you pray, the more you tap into God’s power. And the less you pray, the more you are 
ignoring God’s power and mercy in your life. 

Slide 24 
Now over the years I have been amazed at how much my Korean friends pray. Often their Churches have 
daily prayer times at 4 or 5am in the morning. I was reading a while back about the largest Church in the 
world, a Korean Church in Seoul that has over 1,000,000 members! Its leaders have such a belief in the 
power of prayer that they rarely, if ever, counsel people. If someone comes to them with a great problem, 
their standard answer is, “go to our prayer mountain, fast and pray for three days”. If they return with the 
problem still unmet, they tell them to go and fast and pray for a week. Can you imagine giving up 3 days 
just to pray for something? Here is a Church that believes in the power of prayer. 

Slide 25 
A while back I was reading the biography of Hudson Taylor, the 19th century missionary to China. Hudson 
was 17 years old, from a Christian family, but was growing rebellious toward God. Two ladies decided to 
make it a priority of urgent prayer. Hudson’s mother, was concerned and while alone on a 2 week holiday, 
she determined to pray and pray and pray, all holiday if need be till she felt sure the Lord would answer. 
Also, Hudson’s 13 year old sister Amelia, decided she would pray 3 times each day until her older brother 
was converted. Sometime later their prayers were answered and young Hudson from then on knew about 
the power of prayer. 
 
Friends, I am not like that but imagine if you and I as individuals and as a Church started to turn the tap of 
prayer on more and more? And imagine if we were people growing in our faith, a faith that would allow 
the reservoirs of God’s power and mercy to travel more efficiently into our lives more and more? Imagine 
that? 

Slide 26 
Well this morning we have been taken to the mountaintop? And seen the glory of the one and only. And 
we can see a vista of God’s wonderful plan. And we can enjoy the experience and soak in his presence of 
being with the one and only true God.. But he hasn’t called us to live there. So instead we have now come 
back to the valley. For this is where you and I have been called to live. And this is the place that God’s 
wants to flood with his power and mercy. And the way he promises to do this is through faith and prayer. 
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Your faith and our prayer.  So friends, let us pray! 
 

Song – Jesus thank you    
1. The mystery of the cross I cannot comprehend   Chorus 

The agonies of Calvary          Your blood has washed away my sin Jesus, thank You 
You the perfect Holy One, crushed Your Son        The Father's wrath completely satisfied Jesus, thank You 
Drank the bitter cup reserved for me        Once Your enemy now seated at Your table Jesus, thank You                                                                                   

 
2. By Your perfect sacrifice I've been brought near 

Your enemy, You 've made Your friend 
Pouring out the riches of Your glorious grace 
Your mercy and Your kindness know no end 

 

Benediction (Steve McA) 

Your blood has washed away my sin, The Father’s wrath completely satisfied. 
Once we were your enemy, but are now seated at Your table.  
 
We have so much to be thankful for, because of Jesus. And as we go about our lives this coming 
week, let’s make sure that we are speak to God and let him know how thankful we are for everything that 
he has done for us. May God be with you. Amen.  
 

Morning Tea  
Why not give someone (who might have had to miss Church) a call and have a cuppa together?  

 


