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CALL TO WORSHIP 

You are here for us, O God; 

        you give us security in an uncertain world. 

You encourage us to sing new songs; 

        you joyfully set our worship free. 

You challenge us as we go on the journey of life; 

        it is your gracious way that leads to fulfillment. 

There is no end to the love you lavish on us; 

we know your love is there for us, in time and beyond time.  

Opening Prayer trust, courage, peace, community 

Our happiness comes through trusting God; 

        God enables us to put life’s lessons into practice. 

Our peacefulness comes through trusting God; 

        God gives us calm in the midst of life’s storms. 

Our courage comes through trusting God; 

with faith in God, we know a confidence that cannot fail. 

Our community grows through trusting God; 

God is present in every welcome and is known as 

friendship grows and deepens. Amen. 

HYMN 547  Be thou my vision 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6CMclLT_Hjg  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6CMclLT_Hjg


PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING & CONFESSION 

God of all time and space, 
we are thankful for all those who have heard your call and responded with 
their lives. 
For heroes of the faith, whose stories Scripture offers to us as guides; 
For saints and scholars, whose wisdom has shaped the church through 
centuries; 
For prophets and justice seekers, whose lives have shown us paths of 
truth; 
For songwriters and artists, whose creativity has moved hearts and minds. 
We are grateful for their example and the paths they have walked. 
May our journeys may be guided by theirs, 

and our paths made clearer by their example.  

God who moves among us, and encounters us in our daily living, 
sometimes we believe that you only come to us in designated, convenient 
times, 
or times that fulfill the category of “sacred”. We forget that you are present 
in our everyday and we forget to be attentive to your call in our lives. 

Forgive us, and call us to follow. 

Sometimes we are tempted to believe that you harder to find and that 
visions are not widespread in our time. We forget that you continually 
whisper truth and we forget to listen carefully to your word for us today. 

Forgive us, and calls us to listen. 

Sometimes we are tempted to think that discernment is about an individual 
and to believe it is the realm of only personal devotion. We forget that you 
speak through communities and we forget to offer wisdom to one another. 

Forgive us, and encourage us to share community.  

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

God continually calls people to follow. God continually speaks. God 
continually shapes leaders, prophets, disciples, community. When we are 
attentive, we will hear God’s call. When we listen, we will hear God’s voice. 
When we share in community, we will be shaped by God. 
For God’s call upon our lives, 
for God’s word upon our hearts, 
for God’s presence in our community, 

thanks be to God. 

READINGS 



       1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are 
lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything.  13 

“Food is meant for 
the stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and 
the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the 
Lord for the body. 14 

And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his 
power. 15 

Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should 
I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a 
prostitute? Never! 16 

Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute 
becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.”  

17 
But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him.  18 

Shun 
fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the 
fornicator sins against the body itself. 19 

Or do you not know that your body 
is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that 
you are not your own? 20 

For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify 
God in your body. 

       John 1:43-51 

 
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to 
him, “Follow me.” 44 

Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter. 45 

Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about 
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph 
from Nazareth.” 46 

Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 

When Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in 
whom there is no deceit!” 48 

Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to 
know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip 
called you.” 49 

Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are 
the King of Israel!” 50 

Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you 
that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.”  

51 
And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened 

and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

REFLECTIONS!!! 

Maggie: For me this brings a time of quiet reflection in my busy life. It 
calms my soul & at times brings an emotional response from me. I like 
being able to view & listen to the service when it suits me. 

I do actually prefer to attend a church & be with people, but I also like it to 
be with people I know, so the fact that I do not attend my previous church 
due to relocating has been a sad change in my life. Having said that most 



of the people I knew do not attend that church now either. So it is a loss 

that has saddened me. 

Your services have brought me solace, especially during this last year of 
personal challenges. 

Even though I am not a big fan of all digital IT formats they do have a place 

especially in times of isolation. 

So a big thank you from me. 

Myra & Jack: I FIND THIS SERVICE JUST GREAT FOR US AS AT 
PRESENT WE ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND CHURCH. ALSO I CAN READ 
THIS TO MYRA AS HER EYE SIGHT IS DECREASING. 

THE HYMS ALSO ARE WONDERFUL YOU GET FROM YOU TUBE. 

 

HYMN 601 O master let me walk with thee 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WXwXQnsaL3A 

SERMON 

Today I want to take us on the next stage of our journey as we move 
towards our Covenant Service next month. Today’s Gospel reading brings 

us John’s version of the calling of the first disciples. 

If we were to search any bookshop or even online sites about spirituality we 
would constantly come across people who have devoted themselves to 
‘finding’ spiritual enlightenment. These people have sometimes spent years 
chasing gurus, philosophers and prominent people looking for the right way 
or person to help them find spiritual enlightenment.  

However when we look at the Bible stories we can simply see that it is God 
who does the calling. If we looked at the Old Testament lesson set for 
today we would see that Samuel was called by God directly. Paul who is 
the author of today’s Epistle reading was confronted and converted on a 
road journey to Damascus.  

In today’s Gospel passage Christ approached and called Philip. This is a 

core part of our faith journey as Christians, God finds and calls us!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WXwXQnsaL3A


My journey into ministry could be seen very much like Jonah as I tried for 
many years to avoid answering the call and tried to avoid that persistent 
voice drawing me into ministry. Like Jonah I eventually accepted the call.  

We do not decide! It is God who calls us and this theme persists right 
through the Bible. As far back as Genesis 3:8 God is walking in the garden 
and calls to Adam and Eve. This theme of God seeking us out and finding 
us echoes not just in the Bible but down through history.  

Paul tells us in Ephesians 1:4 “For he chose us in him before the creation 
of the world…”  God seeks us out rather than visa versa. This reminds us 
that we need to be humble when we acknowledge that God has called 
each of us personally. 

When Jesus came up to Philip in today’s Gospel passage he does not get 
into some deep theological discussion about whether Philip was a suitable 
recruit, Jesus simply says: “Follow me.” In response Philip drops everything 

and goes when Jesus calls him.  

I once heard of a great youth worker teaching some young people about 
discipleship. He was teaching them how to deal with peoples’ responses. 

He said if a young person responds to your invitation saying:  

       “Can I be a Christian and still have a boyfriend?” the answer is 

No.  

       “Can I be a Christian and still enjoy a drink?” the answer is No.  

       “Can I still be a Christian and gel my hair?” the answer is No.  

       “Can I be a Christian and still go clubbing?” the answer is No.  

The No response was not because there is anything inherently wrong with 
boyfriends or alcohol or gelling your hair or clubbing. There isn’t anything 
wrong with these…but there is something inherently wrong with a question 
that’s phrased: “Can I be a Christian and still dot, dot, dot?” A question that 
is phrased like that suggests that the enquirer wants to follow Jesus but still 
keep something back, some part of their life that they want to isolate from 

God - and that is the problem. 

Once we answer the call there is no simple get-out clause. Like Philip it is 
an ‘all in’ response. Following Jesus is a life challenging commitment which 
seeps into every part of our being. That is not to say that we don’t make 
mistakes and learn as we go. The intention to respond to God’s call should 

always stay with us, like it did with Philip.  



Once he was called, Philip did not go to do a Bible appreciation course, he 
did not join a particular church, he did not suddenly get baptised …. He 
went and told his brother Nathanael about Jesus call.  

This brings out the first rule of being a follower of Christ, tell others. Here 
we have Philip approaching his brother with the good news without first 
needing some discipleship training in order to become an evangelist. “We 
have found him about whom Moses in the law wrote…” Well, Philip’s 
theology isn’t very good: Jesus found him, he didn’t find Jesus! But, 

nevertheless, he is effective in bringing Nathanael to talk to Jesus. 

In the world we live in today we can often feel inadequate when sharing our 
faith with others.  

       How much of the Bible have you memorised?  

       Can you answer every possible objection to being converted that 

another person might ask? 

       Is your theological understanding the correct one? 

       Are you really a role model for an evangelist? 

So where are we now in our journey to become a Christian?  

       We have the fact that we are called by God. 

       We don’t need to pass some theological test to be an evangelist. 

Now we have another thing to consider. That is that we need to be able to 
keep going, even when we get a knock-back. After all Nathanael’s 
response to Philip was not exactly encouraging!  “Can anything good come 
out of Nazareth?” Philip had come running over to Nathanael, passionate 
about sharing this good news about Jesus, only to be met with a really 
cynical response. 

It is the same for us today. When we share about our faith we can so often 
be confronted with cynical jibes, plain rudeness or complete apathy. Unless 
we recognise our position here we can be so easily discouraged and lose 
our self-confidence. Philip wasn’t discouraged he just said: ‘Come and 

see.” 

If we are truly confident in our community we can be assured that we may 
simply invite people to join with us. We might have differing approaches to 



theology and practice but we still worship the same God. “Don’t take my 

word for it come and see for yourself!” 

Our role as a worshipping community is simply to mirror God and welcome 
everyone who comes seeking to build their Christian faith. Looking around 
today I can see that potential here in our diverse group. Our role is to let 
people experience grace love and acceptance. We don’t so much need a 
mission plan as a welcome mat! 

When we go further we come to Jesus’ response to Nathanael which I think 
is interesting. To quote from the passage: “When Jesus saw Nathanael 
coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom 
there is no deceit!’ Nathanael asked him, “Where did you come to know 
me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called 

you.’” 

The word used here for see, in the Greek, refers not to visual sight but to 
spiritual perception. Jesus was aware of Nathanael even before Nathanael 
saw Jesus physically. This is very symbolic of where we meet God. God is 
aware of Nathanael before he is even aware of Jesus. But, in a relationship 
with Jesus, there is even more for Nathanael to receive: far more than 
obedience to the Jewish law could ever give him.  

Jesus says to him: “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under 
the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” I think Jesus is 
commending him for having been an obedient Jew - but he is calling 
Nathanael into a deeper place of peace and blessing through a relationship 

with Him. 

As Christians we can appreciate how peace and blessings can come from 
our faith. The more we allow God’s message to seep into our hearts the 
more peace we find.  

Jesus Christ is, indeed, a Saviour to be followed - and it is a lifetime’s work 
for us to live out these two simple instructions: “Follow me!” and “Come and 

see!” 

        Today, we follow. 

        Today, we come – and we will see. 

HYMN 693 Come as you are  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h7mkPL9LO6w&list=RDh7mkPL9LO6w

&start_radio=1  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h7mkPL9LO6w&list=RDh7mkPL9LO6w&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h7mkPL9LO6w&list=RDh7mkPL9LO6w&start_radio=1


PRAYERS FOR THE OFFERING 

Loving God, here we are, send us. 
We offer our lives in service to you, 
our ears to listen for your word, 

and our mouths to proclaim your praise. Amen.   

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Roz Denniss) 

STARTING THE YEAR RIGHT 

With confidence and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ 

This morning I will read some familiar verses from the Living Bible – with 
references from the books of Isaiah, Psalms, Matthew, Philippians, John 
and Revelation. 

Each pause I make represents the beginning of a new verse. 

“He will keep in perfect peace all those who trust in him, whose thoughts 
turn often to the Lord! 

Give your burdens to the Lord. He will carry them. He will not permit the 

Godly to slip or fall. 

I will trust and not be afraid, for the Lord is my strength and song; He is my 

salvation. 

O you men of little faith! Why are you so frightened. 

Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything; tell God your 
needs and don’t forget to thank Him for his answers. If you do this you will 
experience God’s peace, which is far more wonderful than the human mind 
can understand. His peace will keep your thoughts and your hearts quiet 
and at rest as you trust in Christ Jesus 

In quietness and confidence Is your strength. 

Out of justice... quietness and confidence will rain for ever more. 

I am leaving you with a gift——- peace of mind and heart! And the peace I 

give you isn’t fragile like the peace the world gives. So don’t be afraid. 

Grace and peace from God who is, and was, and is to come!” 

So Lord, each of us trust You.  



We are aware of your presence here at Church and outdoors where we see 
You as the Creator of all things – the beach – the rocks and caves – the 
ocean waves – the sun and moon, clouds, forests and trees – small 

animals and plants. 

We wonder at the process of the DNA ribbon where like creatures produce 

a similar creature.  

We wonder at the vastness of the universe. 

Yes we do have burdens: 

Some of us are lonely. 

Some of us are confused in this modern world. 

Some of us are suffering pain or discomfort. 

Some of us have lost our enthusiasm for life. 

Some of us are afraid of all sorts of things – the “what if’s”– – – and of 
course COVID-19 and the effects on humanity & on the world as we know 
it! 

We thank you that we can give our burdens to you – no matter what they 
are and that you will carry our burdens so that we can be strong and happy 

– We can be confident because You are with us 

Forgive us for being afraid when our faith is tested —- help us not to worry 
about anything – because we believe that nothing can separate us from the 

love of God. 

In this quiet moment tell God of the things that are worrying or concerning 

to you. 

Let us thank God for His help in your life in the past – how big hurdles and 
tiny worries have all been dealt with over time ....... 

Trust God’s peace to occupy your thoughts. 

Experience quietness and confidence as you rest in Christ Jesus and that 

they will need their people correctly 

We pray for world leaders that they will lead their people correctly, we pray 
that sufficient vaccines for COVID-19 will be given to those who are in most 
need. 



We pray for those suffering as a result of illness, loss, drought, floods, fire, 

famine, tornadoes and earthquakes. 

Oh Lord – we trust you to keep each and everyone of us in perfect peace 
as we embrace the New Year with all its challenges. 

Let us pray the Lord’s prayer together. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

HYMN 609  May the mind of Christ my Saviour  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gE5fOXSymBc  

BENEDICTION 

Go and listen for God’s word in every part of your week. 
Be attentive to God’s voice in your life and the life of others. 
Respond with joy, “Here I am, send me”, 

and with courage live out faith and share love with all.  

May God’s light be your guide, 
Christ’s call be your inspiration 

and the Spirit’s presence be your refreshment. Amen.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gE5fOXSymBc


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_UCiqi0shhA 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_UCiqi0shhA

