
CHRISTMAS 2 

3/1/21 

Caves Beach 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

The bells ring out to welcome a new year!  

We celebrate with joy the good times past and the 

memories that delight. 

The bells ring out to welcome a new year!  

We rejoice in the support of family and in the 
encouragement of our friendship circle. 

The bells ring out to welcome a new year! 

We celebrate practical and creative achievements and all 
the opportunities that lie ahead. 

The bells ring out to welcome a new year! 

We glory in a just and loving God, whose compassion 

shines from the Way of Jesus. 

Opening Prayer worshipGod:images for 

God of the past, God of the present, God of the years to come, we worship 

you! 

Creator, time-maker, sustainer, source of eternal hope, we 
offer praise and thanksgiving to you.  

God of the newborn, God of the exploring youngster, God of the maturing 

adult, we worship you!  

Challenger, enabler, fount of wisdom, we look to you, and 

learn from you. 

God of the planner, God of the artist, God of the caregiver, we worship you!  

Source of beauty, Spirit of Compassion, friend of the 
oppressed, we take your Word to heart. 



God known in Jesus, Inspiration of the prophets, Soul keeper of the saints, 

we worship you! 

Holy One, focus of justice, destroyer of evil, Light in the 
dark places, we are ready to be activists for good. 

HYMN 135  All things bright and beautiful 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FT_oDqOEGpc  

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING & CONFESSION 

Wisdom, we thank you. 

You move hearts and minds, 

bring people together, 

and build bridges of understanding. 

Wisdom, we thank you for  

clarity, insight and creativity. 

Wisdom, we thank you. 

You give light to our world.  

Grace, we thank you.  

You mend hearts and minds,  

renew us to ourselves, 

and weave together threads of connection. 

Grace, we thank you for 

compassion, generosity and forgiveness. 

Grace, we thank you.  

You hold our world in kindness.  

Truth, we thank you.  

You forge hearts and minds, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FT_oDqOEGpc


showing us what is real, 

and forming whole pictures out of our pieces. 

Truth, we thank you for 

strength, courage and hope.  

Truth, we thank you. 

You set our world free.  

Loving God, we thank you 

for wisdom, grace and truth.   

Gathering God,  

we have not always come when you have called. 

We have wandered and strayed, as people -  

as your people.  

You make yourself known in wisdom, grace and truth, shining like a light,  

yet we would rather cling to the darkness. 

silence 

You make everything known to us, the ways of truth and life, 

there is light enough for everyone 

and yet we stumble in ignorance. 

silence 

When will we stop our mindless moving and let you order our steps?  

You will turn our mourning into dancing, return gladness for our sorrow 

and satisfy us with every good thing  

if only we will turn to the light.  

Come, let us turn to the light. Amen.  



         

WORDS OF ASSURANCE: 

The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not overcome it.  

This is the good news of grace and truth: 

in Christ we are forgiven and made new, bathed in light, no longer in 

shadow.  

We have seen the glory of Christ, full of grace and truth.  Amen.  

READINGS 

       Jeremiah 31:7-14 

For thus says the Lord: 

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

    and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

proclaim, give praise, and say, 

    “Save, O Lord, your people, 

    the remnant of Israel.” 

8 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 

    and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

among them the blind and the lame, 

    those with child and those in labour, together; 

    a great company, they shall return here. 

9 With weeping they shall come, 

    and with consolations I will lead them back, 

I will let them walk by brooks of water, 



    in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

for I have become a father to Israel, 

    and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

10 Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, 

    and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, 

    and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 

11 For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, 

    and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

    and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, 

over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

    and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

their life shall become like a watered garden, 

    and they shall never languish again. 

13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 

    and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

I will turn their mourning into joy, 

    I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 

14 I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

    and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 

says the Lord. 

       Ephesians 1:3-14 



Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he 
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and 
blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children 
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the 
praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us. 
With all wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to us the mystery of his 
will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan 
for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and 
things on earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having 
been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things 
according to his counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set 
our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, 
when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 
14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own 
people, to the praise of his glory. 

       John 1:1-18 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as 
a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, 

which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 
world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in 
his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, 

not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John 
testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes 
after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) 16 From his 
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No 



one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s 

heart, who has made him known. 

HYMN God has spoken by his prophets             TiS.158 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RoPiKqKTmbg  

SERMON 

I was reflecting on the highs and lows that people experience at Christmas. 
A family I had heard of was just getting to meet their nephew for the first 
time. He was no longer a baby but was just turning two.  It was not as if the 
other family had been living interstate or overseas or separated by bush 
fires or COVID. There had been a massive family rift a few years ago which 
was yet to be fully resolved. Both sides of the family had refused to speak 

to the other and even today it was still a raw nerve.  

However this seemed to be the time to take the risk and make a time to 
meet the new child. The baby came along well after the schism developed 
and it was now hoped that there could be some level of reconciliation with 

the child as a means of transformation.  

This is not a rare story in our world today. Quite often the arrival of a new 
baby can be a means of reconciliation as people come together to 
celebrate new life. Those who have been exiled and the prodigals can all 
be drawn together to celebrate the common thread of celebrating new life 

and overcoming feuds. 

Reflecting on the nativity stories over the last few weeks in the lectionary 
we are exposed to the hopes and dreams of the historic Israelites as they 
sought their messiah. This week Jeremiah brings up the image of the 
messiah bringing the exiles home. “See, I am going to bring them from the 
land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,” says 

the Lord.  

Of note here there is an emphasis on bringing with them those with a 
disability. “Among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those 
in labour, together. With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I 
will lead them back, for I have become a father to them, and they are my 

firstborn.” 

In the Jeremiah passage joyous celebrations are to accompany the arrival 
of the exiles and the prodigals. The concept here is that God has brought 
them home and overcome the powers which were stopping them from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RoPiKqKTmbg


returning. This concept comes out again in the passage from the letter to 

the Ephesians which we heard from this morning.  

“In Christ we have redemption through his blood, the  
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his 

grace that he lavished on us.”  

The spiritual reconciliation accords with the homecoming of those who have 
been physically taken from their homeland is a common theme in Hebrew 
literature.  

When John opens his Gospel resonating redemption he brings to the mind 
of his audience thoughts of a joyous renewal of connection together as they 
meet on Mount Zion. As the apostle puts it, God has revealed “a plan for 
the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and 
things on earth.” This is the redemption of all, the joyous homecoming of 

all, the gathering up of all things in the lavish love and mercy of God. 

In the passage from Jeremiah we are invited to explore the image of 
redemption when we are told: “I will lead them back, for I have become a 
father to them, and they are my firstborn.” And in Ephesians we hear that 
God “destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, 
according to the good pleasure of His will.” This is a theme that runs all the 
way through the Hebrew scriptures.  

God calls Adam and Eve His children, and then adopts the nation of Israel 
as His child, but over and over the story is one of a family divided by 
schism. Again and again the child rebels and runs away, or is carted off into 
exile in strange and hostile lands. And again and again God expresses the 
desire to set out and bring home the exiles and the prodigals. And among 
the hurting and estranged exiles the hope grows for the messiah who will 
redeem them, bring them home, and gather everyone and everything 

together in the joyous celebration of God’s love and desire.  

But what will it take to set the wheels in motion? Will it be the birth of a 

baby? 

Into this concept of exile and estrangement with the desire for redemption 
we have the start of John’s Gospel. John speaks of the Messiah as the one 
who “was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 
world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people 

did not accept him.”  

Let us reflect on those words! 



“Did not accept him.” 

Can you feel the pain of that?  

The estrangement?  

The need for reconciliation?  

This is the family feud involving the whole of humanity. We are cut off from 
God who is our father and mother and who longs to bring us home, but who 
we no longer recognise or accept. And yet deep in the guts of every one of 
us is the gnawing hunger for home, for reconciliation, for acceptance back 

into the family of God. 

As we all know family feuds can be very hard to break down as each side 
constantly hardens their stand. This can continue for generations as we 
can see so plainly with the current hostilities in Gaza and across the Middle 
East. But it is not limited to that part of the world when we move our vision 

wider to include parts of Africa and across into Europe.  

Disputes in individual families can seem so petty and meaningless on both 
sides. In humanity’s feud with God, it has clearly happened on our side. We 
might not always have been game to say it out loud, but we have mostly 
seen God as being at fault. We have seen God as being too unreasonable, 
too perfectionist, too harsh and judgemental in his condemnation of our 
behaviours, and so we have given up hope of mending the feud because 
we think that it’s impossible. We think that we could never even get to first 
base with such a demanding God. 

By standing with our backs to God and our arms tightly folded in defiance 
we miss the fact that God is not pointing an accusatory finger at us. God 
stands there with open arms and an olive branch seeking healing and 
restoration. This is the God of the Prodigal son. 

Now we are faced with a baby! It is born to meet our wishes and at the 
same time overturn our expectations of a warrior king crushing those who 
would oppose us. Because it is a baby we can unite with it and welcome it 
into our home. Here we see that God is not the harsh and fearful figure that 

we dreaded but rather the revelation of a loving God. 

This baby reveals a God who cleanses us with generous grace and truth 
and light. From John we learn that it is a God who puts no preconditions on 
the gifting of grace and who initiates the moves to gather us from exile and 
draws us back home. God’s greatest desire is to have us surround Him as 



His loving children so that we can be bathed in light and love to allow us to 

live life to its fullest, full of grace and truth. 

All of this is the essence of the Christmas experience. Whether it is the 
baby born and adored by shepherds and wise men, or the Cousin baptised 
by John the Baptist in Mark’s Gospel or the Word made flesh in John’s 

Gospel. 

Welcome to the new year and we can feel free to celebrate our gracious life 
in the year ahead. 

HYMN Be still, my soul, the Lord is on your side                TiS.123   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q18GAt3_tkc  

PRAYERS FOR THE OFFERING 

Bless our gifts, gracious God.  

Let them be instruments of your kindness, 

a small light to chase away the shadows of poverty and want.  

Let them be useful to your purposes: joy, comfort, gladness,  

that all may be merry and that all will be well; 

that all manner of things be well. Amen.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Lu Piper) 

“To all who received him, who believed in his name, Christ gave power to 
become children of God.”  (John 1:12) 

Loving God we come before you this morning, at the beginning of this New 

Year, as your children, with our prayers. 

We give thanks that you carried us through the year past.  We give thanks 
that you never leave us or forsake us.  We thank you for those who have 
supported us, loved us, cared about us and shared generously of 

themselves for us and others in our community, our nation and our world.   

We pray that as we step into this New Year that the same spirit of co-
operation and mutual trust may be evident among leaders of nations of the 
world.  We pray that people across the world this coming year may know 
peace in their countries, that resources of the earth may be used wisely 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q18GAt3_tkc


and shared equitably.  We pray that here in Australia we might live with a 
spirit of unselfishness, compassion and fairness so that disadvantage may 
become something of the past. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.   

We give thanks that you are the Lord of time and new beginnings.  We give 
thanks that you became flesh in Jesus and lived among us.  We give 

thanks that you have filled us with your Holy Spirit. 

We pray that we will meet this New Year bravely.  Aware that we go into 
uncertain circumstances, and that life experiences continually change, we 
pray that your wisdom may direct us, your power defend us, and your love 
enfold us.  We pray that whatever lies before us in the days to come that 
we will live out the truth of the gospel in our lives.  We pray for our 
community of faith here at Caves Beach and for Mark as he leads us 
Sunday by Sunday.  We pray that we will be strong in our witness of Jesus 

Christ as Saviour and Lord. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We give thanks that you bring mercy and wholeness to our lives.   

We pray for all those who are in need or sorrow, are experiencing sickness 
or are in any other trouble.  We pray for those who have Coronavirus and 
for those suffering after effects.  We pray for those who have said good-bye 
to loved ones over the past year.  For those medical personal who are tired 
and exhausted we ask your strength be upon them, and for any who care 
for others we ask that you give them wisdom, patience and gentleness and, 

to us all, your peace. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

This morning as we are nourished with the remembrance of our Lord’s 
death by the shared bread and wine, we thank you, Holy God, that we are 
assured of your goodness and love.  We praise you, we honour you, and 
we ask that you accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
taught us to pray, 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 



on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

HYMN 454 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LBEmXFkwcOE  

COMMUNION 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Thanks and praise, glory and honour are rightly yours, 

our Lord and our God, 

for you alone are worthy. 

In time beyond our dreaming 

you brought forth light out of darkness, 

and in the love of Christ your Son 

you set man and women at the heart of your creation. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LBEmXFkwcOE


By the gift of the Spirit    

you bring to completion the work of your Son.  

You lead us in truth and give us power to proclaim the gospel to the whole 

world. 

And so we praise you with the faithful of every time and place,  

joining with choirs of angels and the whole creation in the eternal hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest. 

We thank you that you called a covenant people to be a light to the nations.  

Through Moses you taught us to love your law,  

and in the prophets you cried out for justice. 

In the fullness of your mercy you became one with us in Jesus Christ,  

who gave himself up for us on the cross.  

You make us alive together with him,  

that we may rejoice in his presence and share his peace. 

By water and the Spirit you open the kingdom to all who believe,  

and welcome us to your table:  

for by grace we are saved, through faith. 

We bless you, Lord God, king of the universe,  

through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

who on the night of his betrayal took bread, gave thanks, broke it  

and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take this and eat it. 



This is my body given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it to them, saying: 

Drink from this, all of you. 

This is my blood of the new covenant poured out for you and for everyone  

for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this, whenever you drink it, for the remembrance of me. 

With this bread and this cup we do as our Saviour commands:  

we celebrate the redemption he has won for us. 

Pour out the Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine,  

that they may be for us the body and blood of Christ. 

Make us one with him,  

one with each other,  

and one in ministry in the world,  

until at last we feast with him in the kingdom. 

Through your Son, Jesus Christ,  

in your holy church,  

all honour and glory is yours, Father almighty,  

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

The bread we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 

The cup we take is a sharing in the blood of Christ. 



The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Receive this holy sacrament 

of the body and blood of Christ, 

and feed on him in your hearts 

by faith with thanksgiving. 

DISTRIBUTION 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

Creator of all, 

We give you thanks and praise 

That when we were still far off 

You met us in your Son and brought us home. 

Dying and living, he declared your love, 

Gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 

We who drink his cup bring life to others; 

We whom the Spirit lights give life to the world. 

Anchor in us the hope that we have grasped; 

So we and all your children may be free, 

And the whole earth live to praise your name; 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN 

HYMN 324  Lord bid your servant go in peace  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ukyeCmZ29lI  

BENEDICTION 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ukyeCmZ29lI


Take up the light of wisdom and insight. 

Be consoled by the sure and certain knowledge 

of the abiding presence of God.  

We scatter, remembering our gathered hopes  

for the earth and all its people: 

mourning into dancing, 

gladness for sorrow, 

life like a watered garden 

radiant with the goodness of God.  

May the love of God come close and dwell within you. 

May the light of Christ shine all around you.  

And may the Holy Spirit fill you with grace and truth.  Amen. 

 


