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Sunday December 6, 2020  
Service for Swansea & Charlestown Presbyterian Church  

 

Welcome & Prayer (Greg W) 
Welcome to church this morning. Christianity.com suggests that God’s Word teaches the importance of 
active participation in a local church. Believers must make church attendance a priority in their personal 
and family schedules and put going to church ahead of other seemingly beneficial activities. With this in 
mind, it is really great that you have chosen to put church ahead of other things that you might otherwise 
have been doing at this time. 
 
Today we will be looking at 2 Corinthians 11:16-12:10 which is sometimes called "The Fool's Speech." In it 
Paul is seeking to defend himself to the Corinthians against the minority group within the church in 
Corinth, who had been influenced by the Judaiser “super-apostles” who had infiltrated them and been 
accepted by them.  In this speech, we see that Paul goes on the attack against the “super-apostles” who 
were constantly boasting about themselves and their abilities. His approach however was not what anyone 
would have expected. We will see Paul tell the Corinthians that if the “super-apostles” can be so foolish as 
to boast about their abilities, he will instead boast not about his strengths, as we would expect, but about 
his weaknesses. Paul will encourage us to look at what foolishness it is whenever we boast in our flesh. 
This should prompt us to ask; “Are we willing to be Christ’s fool”? Paul was, and he sets an example for us 
to follow in how we serve and speak. 
 

Well friends, in 1 Thessalonians 5 we read; “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” Therefore, let us now pray… 
 
You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honour and power, for you created all things, and 
by your will they were created and have their being. We thank you Lord for creating us in your image and 
giving us authority to rule over all that you have made.  We pray that you would give us wisdom to be good 
stewards of all you have created, and we would treat it in a way that acknowledges that you care for every 
part of it. 
 
May all the earth shout for joy, and worship you with gladness, for you are the one true and living God.  
We give you thanks and praise for you are good, and your love endures forever. Thank you Lord that even 
though we are sinful people you continue to love us and treat us as your children. We give you thanks and 
praise that whilst we were still dead in our sin, and separated from you, that you rescued us through 
Christ’s death on the cross.  Thank you that Christ submitted to your will and gave his life as a ransom, so 
our sin could be forgiven. As your redeemed people we pray that we will live lives that bring glory to your 
name. We pray that we will be good ambassadors for Christ to those around us. We pray that through the 
work of your Holy Spirit in our lives, that we will be transformed to be more like Christ and that we will 
grow in Christian maturity. In Christ's name we pray, Amen 

Song – Only a Holy God https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7HSdeeCm8_g 

Song – God is our strength & refuge 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFn_dBWhBPc 
Bible Reading – 2 Corinthians 11:16-33 (NIV) 
16 I repeat: let no one take me for a fool. But if you do, then tolerate me just as you would a fool, so that I 
may do a little boasting. 17 In this self-confident boasting I am not talking as the Lord would, but as a 
fool. 18 Since many are boasting in the way the world does, I too will boast. 19 You gladly put up with fools 
since you are so wise! 20 In fact, you even put up with anyone who enslaves you or exploits you or takes 
advantage of you or puts on airs or slaps you in the face. 21 To my shame I admit that we were too weak for 
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that! Whatever anyone else dares to boast about – I am speaking as a fool – I also dare to boast 
about. 22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they Abraham’s descendants? So am 
I. 23 Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) I am more. I have worked much 
harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and 
again. 24 Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten with 
rods, once I was pelted with stones, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open 
sea, 26 I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in 
danger from my fellow Jews, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in 
danger at sea; and in danger from false believers. 27 I have laboured and toiled and have often gone 
without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and 
naked. 28 Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches. 29 Who is 
weak, and I do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn? 30 If I must boast, I will boast 
of the things that show my weakness. 31 The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, who is to be praised for ever, 
knows that I am not lying. 32 In Damascus the governor under King Aretas had the city of the Damascenes 
guarded in order to arrest me. 33 But I was lowered in a basket from a window in the wall and slipped 
through his hands. 

Announcements  
 Church. From next Sunday we will be able to double our capacity for each of our services – 46 at 

Swansea and just over a 100 for Charlestown. And we will be able to sing if we have a mask! What 
great news. Over the coming weeks we will reconsider our approach to registering, paper and 
interactive services. If you have any thoughts about keeping these things or dropping them please 
talk to one of the elders. 

 Livestream. Tonight at our Sunday @ 6 service we will be trialling a livestream service. We are 
fortunate that someone is coming in with the equipment we need to give this a try. We would love 
as many people to logon as possible and then to give us feedback. This could be an option for us 
going forward.  

 Face masks. Currently the NSW State government strongly recommended that people wear Face 
masks if they attend places of worship but stopped short from saying you had to wear face masks. 
We would strongly recommend that you do wear Face masks in church at the current time. There 
will be some washable facemasks available from the back of the Church if you would like one. 

 Prayer meetings. Don’t forget we now have just one prayer meeting for the church, each Monday 
at 7m on ZOOM. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89793950885 

 Focus for December – Christmas. After an incredibly difficult year how can we point people to the 
hope of our Saviour this Christmas time? One way is to invite them along to our Christmas services. 
With the easing of NSW regulations as to the size of our services means we are now going to have 
the following services 

o Christmas Eve  6pm  Charlestown 
o Christmas Day  8:00am Swansea 

9:30am Charlestown 
We will need to register for these services and we want to leave some spaces for the community who 
might just turn up on Christmas day. To that end you might consider coming on Christmas Eve? 

 Financial News. 
o Budget Offerings for October  $21,864 
o Actual Offerings for October  $25,126 
o Surplus for October   $ 3, 638 
o Surplus for Jan-Oct    $48,536 

We have so much to be thankful to God for this year. One of which is that our people have been 
extremely generous with their giving and have provided the Church with the financial resources it 
needs to do ministry in these difficult times. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89793950885
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 Sunday School Presentation will be after Church today from 11:30 outside the Hall. All welcome. 

 Church Camp. Session has decided not to go away next year for the church camp. At this stage we 
are planning to have a teaching weekend based in Charlestown in its place. More details to come. 

 Lords Supper will be celebrated at all of our morning services TODAY and at Sunday @ 6 NEXT 
SUNDAY. 

 Wee Waa Hampers. Please drop your Christmas food at the front of the Church by TODAY. We will 
then pack them into hampers and send them off via Ean to Wee Waa in early December. Also cash 
donations can be made through the plate or by electronic banking, but please remember to mark it 
“Wee Waa”.  For any enquiries, ring Ean Sutton on 0419 984 948 

 A Christmas message to our missionaries. If you think that you have had a hard year then spend a 
moment in thought for our missionaries who have been away from family and friends ministering 
on our behalf in a very difficult environment. One way we could encourage them is for us to send 
them a Christmas card or email saying thank you. What if everyone chose one of our four 
missionaries and sent them card? What a difference that would make! 

 Wifi at Charlestown. WiFi is now available at the church.  The connection details are as follows: 
Network:  CTPres-5G 
Password:  Ch@r135t0wnPr35 

(note that the '0' is the number zero) 
If you forget the password, it is on the noticeboard at the back of the church and in the hall. 

Kids Talk  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZqv07BJbW8&feature=youtu.be 

Song – Nothing that my hands can do
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbR2qvwL-Uw 
Pastoral Prayer  
Father in Heaven we thank you again that you are a good and loving God, and we praise you for the way you 
sustain us. We thank-you for our church family and community and commit to you our ongoing care and 
needs. We remember those struggling with ill health and ask for healing if it is according to your will, and 
comfort when healing is not forthcoming.  
 
We continue to commit to you our ministers - Stephen and Jon; We pray you will encourage them in their 
work, and that we will remember them in our prayer time at home. We pray that they will remain faithful 
teachers of your word, and good shepherds to the sheep. 
 
For COVID-19 we pray for patience for those suffering from fatigue, and for skill and wisdom for those 
seeking to develop a vaccine. For those countries still struggling to control the virus we pray for effective 
leadership and a willingness to do what is right for others 
 
We commit to you the country of Ethiopia where the rise of Islamic extremism is exerting an increasing 
influence, including attacking Christians and forcing believers out of their homes because of their faith. 
Pray for strength and comfort for the Christians in Ethiopia.  
 
For our Kids Church leaders and students, we praise God for a great year of learning and pray that they will 
all grow in their faith in Jesus. 
 
For our link churches in Vanuatu we pray that they will have good biblical teaching leading them through 
difficult times and that they will engage more with the young people who are becoming increasingly 
secularised through materialism and the internet 
 
We remember those on government assistance who are struggling to manage their money. We pray that 
our nation will provide a fair wage to live on and that those who receive assistance will use the money they 
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have been given wisely. We pray for employment opportunities in the future to break the cycle of 
dependence. And we ask that the Church will walk alongside people and offer help, hope and faith in Jesus. 
 
We commit all this to you, the one true God and our Heavenly father, in Jesus name, Amen. 
 

Bible Reading – 2 Corinthians 12:1-11 (NIV) 
 12 I must go on boasting. Although there is nothing to be gained, I will go on to visions and revelations 
from the Lord. 2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven. Whether 
it was in the body or out of the body I do not know – God knows. 3 And I know that this man – whether in 
the body or apart from the body I do not know, but God knows – 4 was caught up to paradise and heard 
inexpressible things, things that no one is permitted to tell. 5 I will boast about a man like that, but I will not 
boast about myself, except about my weaknesses. 6 Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, 
because I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no one will think more of me than is warranted by 
what I do or say, 7 or because of these surpassingly great revelations. Therefore, in order to keep me from 
becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times I 
pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so 
that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in 
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 11 I have made a fool of 
myself, but you drove me to it. I ought to have been commended by you, for I am not in the least inferior to 
the ‘super-apostles’, even though I am nothing. 
 

Sermon – A ship of fools  https://youtu.be/cQfjfvZEW38 

I haven’t been to a circus for a while but I remember when I did go as a kid I always liked the clown. There 
amongst the tight rope walkers, the fire eaters, the lion tamers, the acrobats and the ring leader was this 
bumbling fool. Amongst these consummate professionals the clown was always bumping into things, 
tripping over his big feet, ending up with egg on his face or probably more likely a cream pie.  

Slide 2  
The clown seemed to be an amateur amongst the professionals. A buffoon. A fool. And yet every circus 
seemed to have one. Because the clown performed a very important purpose. He made us laugh. Laugh at 
ourselves. In same way we could relate to him more than any of the other acts. In the words of veteran 
clown David Shiner, “the clown takes our pain and transforms it into laughter.” As well as that, the clown 
also provides a foil to the arrogance and self promotion of the rest of the circus performers.  

Slide 3 
So when we think of the clown or the Court Jester or the Charlie Chaplin type figure we might understand 
a little better the Apostle Paul’s use of the word fool. Right back in his 1 Corinthians in chapter 3 Paul says 
to his readers “Do not deceive yourselves. If any one of you thinks he is wise by the standards of this age he 
should become a fool so that he may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s 
sight.” 

Slide 4 
That’s an unusual picture of the Christian that you don’t hear very often today, isn’t it? We are to be fools. 
Fools for Christ. Together we are a ship of fools, a boatload of buffoons! Being willing to sail against the 
tide of popular opinion. When we are buffeted by the winds of the world, when all around us is danger and 
difficulty we set our compass toward Jesus. His life and death seems so foolish to many. But in him is found 
the wisdom of God. 
 
But before we begin, we have to be careful using language like this. Because the Bible warns us from 
calling other people a fool. Jesus says that if we say to one another “you fool!” we are danger of going to 

https://youtu.be/cQfjfvZEW38
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hell. Personal abuse shouldn’t be on our lips & that is not what I want to be doing this morning. The Bible 
also doesn’t endorse certain types of foolish behaviour.  
 
According to the psalmist it is the fool who says there is no God. Elsewhere the fool cannot be corrected 
with reason, but only by use of the rod. The foolish man builds their houses on the sand, invests only in 
what they can see, not in their eternity and they are ill prepared for the time of their death. This is the sort 
of foolishness we need to avoid. 
 
But we are still called to be fools for Christ. Like Hosea who was called by God to marry an adulterous 
woman & tell his people that they had been committing adultery by turning their back on their first love 
the Lord and following other gods. Like Isaiah who was told to walk naked through the streets to warn his 
people that this sort of judgement was about to come. And like Jeremiah who was told to buy a plot of 
land just before the Babylonians came because God was promising his people that they would return after 
70 years in exile. You and I are called to be fools for Christ, but what sort of fool is Paul calling us to be? 

Slide 5 
1. A fools service (11:1-15) 

“I hope you will put up with me in a little foolishness. Yes, please put up with me! 2 I am jealous for you with 
a godly jealousy. I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that I might present you as a pure virgin to 
him. 3 But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the snake’s cunning, your minds may somehow be 
led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ.” 
 
Paul begins his sustained treatment of being a fool, one that will go on for the next two chapters, by 
pointing out how he has foolishly served the Church at Corinth. He said when you became Christians it was 
like I became your father. I took responsibility for you. And I look forward on your wedding day to giving 
you to your new husband Jesus Christ.  
 
You are not just friends you are family. For I adopted you. I will now serve you as I would my own children. 
I want to present you pure to Christ. Now how foolish is that? Hasn’t Paul got enough on his plate already? 
Why take responsibility for another set of problem children? Why go to all the effort, energy and cost of 
working alongside another group of people who have gone off and given themselves to the next lot of 
preachers that came a-knocking! 

Slide 6 
4” For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a 
different spirit from the Spirit you received, or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up 
with it easily enough. 5 I do not think I am in the least inferior to those ‘super-apostles.’” You see that is 
what happened. Paul gave of himself & helped these new converts take their first steps of faith & then 
others come along & tried to fleece them! 

Slide 7 
How foolish was Paul to do that? To make them his family & not to get them to pay his finances! 7” Was it a 
sin for me to lower myself in order to elevate you by preaching the gospel of God to you free of charge? 8 I 
robbed other churches by receiving support from them so as to serve you. 9 And when I was with you and 
needed something, I was not a burden to anyone, for the brothers who came from Macedonia supplied 
what I needed. I have kept myself from being a burden to you in any way, and will continue to do so.” 
 
You see Paul had every right to get them to pay him a wage. He was preaching to them. He was living 
amongst them. He was working hard for them. But foolishly Paul chose not to do that.  Because he didn’t 
want to be seen to be taking advantage of the Corinthian church. He didn’t want to come under their 
patronage so that in effect they could control the messenger and hence the message. He wanted to offer 
the gospel of grace in a gracious way. Where no money changed hands. And there was no strings attached.  

Slide 8 
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How foolish! Corinth was a rich town. These people could allow him to do even more preaching and 
teaching. Instead he worked at his profession, being a tent maker. He took his trade where ever he went. 
He was a manual worker, a blue collar worker in fact. Hardly projecting an aura of success or power or 
privilege. But isn’t that what Jesus did? Wasn’t he a carpenter? Didn’t he have almost no belongings after 
his ministry? Foolish, utterly foolish. 

Slide 9 
And yet God calls us to join the good ship the SS Fools. We are to give away our finances in order to serve 
others. We are not to burden the people around us but be generous with our time and effort and money. 
We are to adopt others as our children in the Lord. We are to get beside our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
We will not remove ourselves from them, we will continually engage ourselves with them. Even when it 
will cost us big time. Even when they don’t appreciate it. We are to be fools for Christ. Foolish servants and 
then 

Slide 10 
2. Foolish Boasting (11:16-23) 

In the last couple of weeks I was the parent rep for a new head teacher position at Belmont High School. 
And so I have read cv after cv where the applicants push themselves forward trying to make sure they look 
better than all their other rivals for the job. And so as to compare himself with his rivals from Corinth, Paul 
indulges in a little boasting of himself. 
 
16 “I repeat: let no one take me for a fool. But if you do, then tolerate me just as you would a fool so that I 
may do a little boasting. 17 In this self-confident boasting I am not talking as the Lord would but as a 
fool. 18 Since many are boasting in the way the world does, I too will boast    Slide 11
  … Whatever anyone else dares to boast about, I am speaking as a fool, I also dare to boast 
about. 22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they Abraham’s descendants? So am 
I. 23 Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) I am more.” 
 
Now when you think about it, Paul wrote a third of the new testament, started churches all over the 
known world, was a successful pastor, evangelist, teacher, trainer. But his boast includes none of those 
things. Because he doesn’t want to boast about himself but in his God. So he boasts about the fact that he 
is part of the historic people of God, an Israelite, a descendent of Abraham. That’s something God has 
done for Paul. And he boasts that he is a servant, a slave, a bonded worker to the best of all bosses, Jesus. 

Slide 12 
Paul boasts not in what he has done, which was plenty. But in what God has done for him. Earlier in the 
services we hummed the song, ‘How deep the Fathers love for us’ and it echoed a similar sentiment in the 
second verse. “I will not boast in anything. No gifts, no power, no wisdom. But I will boast in Jesus Christ. 
His death and resurrection.” 

Slide 13 
You get it? The fool doesn’t boast in what they have done but what they are in Christ. They don’t laud their 
success and achievements but in what God has achieved in their lives. And so if we are going to board the 
ship the SS Fools then it won’t be all about us. What we have done. What we are doing. What we hope to 
achieve. We are just Christ’s servants. We are the ones God has chosen. Our task is follow his plans. Our 
job is to be faithful to the tasks that he has given us. To be an athlete in the team of life. To be his 
ambassador here in Australia. To be a fellow builder, getting our hands dirty in building the Church.  

Slide 14 
3. A fool’s suffering (11:24-29) 

And if we are going to do that, really do that, it will mean that we will be willing to suffer. To trip over our 
own feet. To get the cream pie thrown in our face. Because we know that whatever we go through is 
worth it. Whatever we lose will be repaid back to us in spades. In the words of the reformer Martin Luther 
“I have held many things in my hands and I have lost them all; but whatever I have placed in God's hands, 
that I still possess.”              Slide15 
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That is why Paul continues his boasting by highlighting his foolish suffering.  And he begins with the harsh 
treatment he has received in just trying to be a follower of Jesus. Verse 23. “I have worked much harder, 
been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and 
again. 24 Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten with 
rods, once I was pelted with stones, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open 
sea” 

Slide 16 
That’s just crazy isn’t it? You would think the apostle Paul would have learnt his lesson after the first 
imprisonment, the first beating. This is painful. I don’t like pain. So in the future I will avoid anything that 
will bring me pain. But Paul is stark raving mad. He is a fool. To get back up, shake himself off and then put 
himself in harm’s way again. But remember he is God’s fool. He is willing to suffer for the sake of others 
that they might hear the good news of Jesus. And it is not just to do with the courts, it is also to do with the 
dangers of travel.  

Slide 17 
26 “I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger 
from my fellow Jews, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at 
sea; and in danger from false believers.” 
 
Most of us have experienced a long haul air trip in cattle class or an overnight bus trip. I was once on a 
train for over 50 hour’s non stop. Oh my back ached after that. But in Paul’s day there was danger 
everywhere. Leaky boats. Bushrangers. Pirates. Storms. Corrupt soldiers. And here we find the apostle Paul 
crisscrossing the Mediterranean, just so that he can encourage the churches under his care, so that he can 
plant Churches in new towns, so that the name of Jesus might be honoured everywhere.  

Slide 18 
But wait there is more! 27 “I have laboured and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known 
hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked.” The personal cost on 
Paul has been huge. Hungry, naked, thirsty, cold, sleepless, lonely and hurt. That’s bordering on idiotic. 
And yet Paul says there is something even worse than that. It is the pain that I have had at the hands of my 
fellow believers. 

Slide 19 
28 “Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches.  
29 Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn?” The emotional toll 
on my mind is the hardest of all, Paul declares. I am so connected with you, with the Church that I weep 
when you weep, am weak when you are weak. And when you let me down and let God down, I take it 
personally. I am riding every wave with you. I am beside you every step of the way.  

Slide 20 
Paul’s heaviest burden is his pastoral care of his people. That is worse than a shipwreck, worse than a 
beating in jail. Because he cares for his brothers and sisters in Christ, those he knows and even those he 
doesn’t know. So he wrestles in prayer for them. He writes letters in the middle of the night to them. He 
send his best workers to help out. He puts himself last for the sake of others.  
 
And I can hear myself saying, Paul you are a fool.  And I look around and some people will not even cross 
the street for someone in the Church, let alone cross the known world. Some will move Church at the 
slightest offence, not take that pain on themselves in order to help the weak. Some will give a $5 note in 
the offering or be on the morning tea roster once every two months or come to a work day once a year 
and think they have done their fair share for God’s kingdom. They are the ones playing it smart. Whereas 
Paul is being a fool. 

Slide 21 
So are you and I going to join Paul on the SS Fool? Because when you suffer for others and suffer for Christ, 
it knocks your pride. It puts your ego in its place. When you help another & all you get is pie in your face it 
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helps us to see how we have treated the God who has given us all this and more. Pride is what compels us 
to say to God, thanks for your gift but I want to keep on living for myself. I want to do it my way not your 
way. Suffering dents our pride. 
 
Which means when we are on this ship together, yes, there will be times I will get discouraged and you will 
need to pick me up. You will get tired of being treated like a slave and someone else will need to help you 
to continue serving, keep on being hospitable, generous, forgiving. It is a tough gig. It’s crazy in fact. For it 
also involves 

Slide 22 
4. A fool’s weakness (11:30-12:10) 

 30 “If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. 31 The God & Father of the Lord Jesus, 
who is to be praised for ever, knows that I am not lying. 32 In Damascus the governor under King Aretas had 
the city of the Damascenes guarded in order to arrest me. 33 But I was lowered in a basket from a window in 
the wall and slipped through his hands.” 
 
And that is why at the end of the list is the story of him in Damascus. For Paul the great scholar, the great 
persecutor of the church, the one with so much potential has just become a Christian. And so he starts to 
preach the good news to the Jews in Damascus, and people start to respond. The world could be his 
oyster. 

Slide 23 
But things kept falling apart on him until it reached such a terrible state that one night the governor, at the 
instigation of the Jews in Damascus, tried to find him in order that they might seize him and put him to 
death. On hearing about it, his friends took him out to one of those houses built on the wall of Damascus, 
and through a window in the dark of the night they let him down in a basket. Like they would a load of 
rubbish or a catch of fish. Paul says, "That night I became 'a basket case', that is the one thing I will boast 
about."  
 
Isn't that amazing? Looking back he says, "That was it. As I walked away from the city of Damascus, with all 
my plans and dreams of glory for Christ collapsed around my feet, that was the night I began to learn a 
great truth: My natural gifts are not what qualify me as a servant of Christ." I am too weak to do the tasks 
that God is giving me.  
 
Paul stresses and underscores this one great truth that made all the difference in his life. If he had never 
learned that great lesson we would never have heard of him today. He would have been just another 
flashy figure out of the 1st century who shot up like a rocket on the horizon for a while and then 
disappeared. Nobody would have heard of him since. Instead he became the mighty apostle who has 
shaken the world for Christ in every generation for twenty centuries since then because he learned the 
secret that Jesus taught his own disciples, "without me you can do nothing,"  

Slide 24 
As if to underscore this truth, God gives Paul a thorn in the flesh, as a counterbalance to his spiritual vision 
& we read about both in chapter 12. Time after time after time he asks God to take this thorn away and 
each time he hears those words my grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness. 
For when you are weak, then you are strong. 

Slide 25 
Now that‘s foolish talk isn‘t it? We all know that it is the strong that survive, they tread on others, they 
make it up to the top of the heap, but not when it comes to Kingdom of God. No, in God‘s eyes it is the 
weak that are great, it is those who trust in God‘s grace that are strong, it is the foolish ones that are wise. 
Because we dare not forget, lastly  

Slide 26 
5. The fool’s message (1 Cor 1:18-25) 
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Let me take you back to start of Paul’s letters so the Corinthian church in chapter 1. 18 For the message of 
the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God…22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling-block 
to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than human strength.” 

Slide 27 
You get it? We are fools because we follow a fool. Someone who left heaven for you. Someone who was 
born in a manger for you. Someone who didn’t have a place to call home, who was let down by his 
disciples, abused by his enemies, abandoned by the crowds. Who ended up on a foolish Roman cross, who 
served others and ended up suffering for them. Who gave away all that he had away. To save you and me 
from our sins. 
 
It seemed foolish but it is God’s wisdom. It seemed weak but it is God’s strength. And so if we take up our 
cross and follow Jesus it will seem like we are fools. Stark raving mad.  And everyone else around us will 
compare us with the lion tamers and the acrobats and it will look like we are all clowns. But that is the path 
that God is calling us to go along today. 

Slide 28 
I used to have an older guy in my previous church who used to say to me, “I am a fool for Christ, whose 
fool are you?” (Repeat). Because we are all someone’s fool. Our neighbours can think you are cool, kind, 
wealthy, healthy and on the last day God may say to us “you fool!” Or we can be called foolish, crazy 
because today we are putting all our eggs in the one basket, Jesus basket. We are serving people who 
don’t always appreciate it, giving things away so that others can have what they need. Foolish to some but 
wise to God. 
 
So can I ask you, what was the last foolish thing you did for Christ? When did you last do something that 
everyone else thought was crazy but you did it because that is what God was calling you to do? And why 
was it so long ago? Are you scared of being called a fool by others more than you are scared of being called 
a fool by God? 
 
In the words of author Jim Wallis, “May God call us to such foolishness.” For today he is calling us to serve 
like a fool, boast like a fool, suffer like a fool and be as weak as a fool so that the people around us can 
hear about the foolishness of the cross of Christ. How it is God’s way, God’s only way of bring people back 
to Himself through his son Jesus Christ. In the words of Archbishop William Temple, “God who made me 
simple, make me simpler yet.” Or put enough away, “Lord I am well & truly a fool but at least make me 
Christ’s fool!” 

 
Song – Cling to Christ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0naB3Nb7boE 
Song – What a friend  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QCV5t8wRBI8 

Benediction 
But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I 
will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, 
for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I 
am weak, then I am strong 

Morning Tea  
Our morning tea is a vital way that we give and receive fellowship during a time like this. We don’t want to 
be just consumers of Church, we want to be a part of the family of God. So why not give one or two people 
a call. Who might your ring now?  


