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Sunday 26th June, 2022  
Service for Swansea & Charlestown Presbyterian Church    

Welcome & Prayer 
So, join with us this morning to praise God, remembering David’s words from Psalm 117: 

Praise the Lord, all nations! 
    Extol him, all peoples! 

For great is his steadfast love toward us, 
    and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. 

 
Prayer. Dear Father, From the time we wake in the morning, to the time we go to sleep at night we have so 
much to praise you for. We are surrounded by examples of your majesty, power and love. Your creation 
stares us in the face as we see the majesty of the sun and the rain, of plants and animals, the wonder of 
the bodies you have given us. You care for us, provide food and shelter, friends and family for us. 
 
Yet, despite knowing all this, we don’t always feel like acknowledging you. In times like this, as we struggle 
with sadness, we often think more about ourselves than about you. Forgive us, help us to return to you 
and remember your constant love, your promises to never leave us, to provide the best for us. We know 
that you will renew our hearts and souls, that through your Spirit we can have peace, that you will draw us 
close to you. 
 
Help us this morning not to be distracted, but instead to have clear heads and humble hearts, ready to 
acknowledge you, to come close to you and to learn of your purposes for us. In Jesus’ name. Amen 
 

Song – Heavenly Father, Beautiful Son   
  Heavenly Father, Beautiful Son - YouTube  

1. Father, You loved me     2. Father, You gave me to Jesus to keep 
Sent Your Son to redeem    And Jesus, You love me  
Jesus, You washed me    As a shepherd, his sheep 
By Your blood I am clean    Spirit, You've given me faith in the Son 
Spirit, You've opened these blinded eyes  And made our hearts one 
And brought me to Christ 
 
Chorus: Heavenly Father, beautiful Son  3. Father, You're waiting to hear my requests 
Spirit of light and truth    Jesus, Your loving open hand is outstretched 
Thank You for bringing sinners to come to You Spirit, You're in me, You intercede 
       And help in my need 

Bible Reading – Nehemiah 8:1-12 (NIV)  
When the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled in their towns, 1 all the people came together 
as one in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the teacher of the Law to bring out the Book of 
the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded for Israel.2 So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra 
the priest brought the Law before the assembly, which was made up of men & women and all who were 
able to understand. 3 He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square before the Water 
Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could understand. And all the people listened 
attentively to the Book of the Law. 4 Ezra the teacher of the Law stood on a high wooden platform built for 
the occasion. Beside him on his right stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah and Maaseiah; and 
on his left were Pedaiah, Mishael, Malkijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah and Meshullam. 5 Ezra 
opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above them; and as he opened it, 
the people all stood up. 6 Ezra praised the LORD, the great God; and all the people lifted their hands and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MX4xU5fAnF4
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responded, “Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 
7 The Levites—Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, 
Jozabad, Hanan and Pelaiah—instructed the people in the Law while the people were standing there. 8 They 
read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that the people 
understood what was being read. 
  
9 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the Law, and the Levites who were instructing 
the people said to them all, “This day is holy to the LORD your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the 
people had been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law. 10 Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice 
food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do 
not grieve, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 11 The Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be still, for 
this is a holy day. Do not grieve.” 12 Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to send portions of food 
& to celebrate with great joy, because they now understood the words that had been made known to them  

 
Announcements  
Focus for June – Mission. One of the opportunities we have within our Church is to go on a Short Term 
mission to Vanuatu. We have done this for the last 5-6 years but it has been put on hold during the COVID 
period. We are planning (if things work out) to go again next January for approx. 12 days. This would be 
ideal for someone interested in getting a taste for mission OR who is keen to help out in practical ways in 
supporting another Church OR for any of our young people who want to learn about how faith works in a 
different culture. In our Family matters section Rob Hakwa will talk to us about how this mission works and 
what are the benefits for the individual, our Church and for the people of Vanuatu. For more details please 
see either Rob, Greg W or Stephen T 
For your diary: Pastoral Care & Dementia. What is dementia? How do you care for a loved one with 
dementia? What role do we play as a Church for those who are helping loved ones with dementia? Are 
there any good resources out there that can help me? The do and don’t about visiting people with 
dementia. TODAY from 3-5pm we are running a time to think about the Christian and Dementia at the 
Charlestown Church. All welcome...  
COVID. Many of our people and their families continue to contract COVID. As a Church we want to support 
and help you through this time by providing physical support, meals and our prayers. So if you get COVID 
please either let your home group leader or Stephen or Jon know so that we can organise such help and 
support.  
Building Renovations at Charlestown. Please pray for the work of the Building Working Group as it enters 
a crucial phase. The costings have now come back and the current concept is way over our budget. That 
means we will need to change the concept quite dramatically. We hope to think through our options and 
plan to report back to the congregation as soon as we possibly can. Please keep it in your prayers. 
Men’s Ministry. Once a month a few of the men from the church play a couple of games of 
ten pin bowling at Dullboys, Hillsborough Rd, Charlestown from 7pm on a Thursday night. If you would like 
a game or 2, please text Colin to find out more details.  
JOY. Our next JOY is on this FRIDAY from 10-11am at Belmont 16 footers. All welcome. 
Kids Spot: This week we are learning from Psalm 8 where we will learn that we are made special by God: 
we are made like Him and are to rule this world under Him. Question of the week: Why is it wrong for one 
group of people to think they are more important than another group of people?  
Kids Cooking Classes. 
 
 

Song – A Christian’s Daily Prayer 
A Christian's Daily Prayer [Official Lyric Video] - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vAaFfoQy6s0
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1. As morning dawns and day awakes,  3. As sun gives way to darkest night 

To You I bring my need    Your Spirit still is here 
O gracious God, my source of strength,  And though my strength fades like the light 

In You I live and breathe    New mercies will appear 
Each hour is Yours by wisdom planned,  I rest in You; abide with me 

Each deed empowered by sovereign hands Until our trials and suffering 
Renew my spirit, help me stand;   Give way to final victory 

Be glorified today     Be glorified, today 
 

2. As day unfolds, I seek Your will   I rest in You; abide with me 
In all of life's demands    Until our trials and suffering 

And though the tempter tries me still,  Give way to final victory 
I cling to Your commands    Be glorified, today 

Let every effort of my life    Be glorified, I pray 
Display the matchless worth of Christ 

Make me a living sacrifice; 
Be glorified today 

 
Pastoral Prayer Points  
Psalm 19:14: “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O 
Lord, my rock and my redeemer.”  
Pray for those who are full of worry and fear, pray for those who are feeling anxious about their lives and 
the state of the world. Pray that they would learn to trust in God the Father who deeply cares for us and is 
in absolute control of all things. 
Pray for Bangladesh:  Pray for long-term transformation in the tragic battle against extreme poverty. Pray 
for willing workers to be raised up to reach out to Bengali Muslims in the name of Christ. Pray for God to 
raise up spiritually mature leaders in the church who are committed to authentic discipleship. Pray for 
those affected by recent devastation caused by flooding. 
Pray for refugees around the world. Every minute around 20 people leave everything behind because of 
war and natural disasters. Pray that in their suffering many refugees would come to know and trust Jesus. 
Pray for wealthy countries to continue to help in various ways. 
 

Bible Reading – Nehemiah 8:13-18 (NIV)   
13 On the second day of the month, the heads of all the families, along with the priests and the Levites, 
gathered around Ezra the teacher to give attention to the words of the Law. 14 They found written in the 
Law, which the LORD had commanded through Moses, that the Israelites were to live in temporary 
shelters during the festival of the seventh month 15 and that they should proclaim this word and spread it 
throughout their towns and in Jerusalem: “Go out into the hill country and bring back branches from olive 
and wild olive trees, and from myrtles, palms and shade trees, to make temporary shelters”—as it is 
written. 16 So the people went out and brought back branches and built themselves temporary shelters on 
their own roofs, in their courtyards, in the courts of the house of God and in the square by the Water 
Gate and the one by the Gate of Ephraim. 17 The whole company that had returned from exile built 
temporary shelters and lived in them. From the days of Joshua son of Nun until that day, the Israelites had 
not celebrated it like this. And their joy was very great. 18 Day after day, from the first day to the last, Ezra 
read from the Book of the Law of God. They celebrated the festival for seven days, and on the eighth day, in 
accordance with the regulation, there was an assembly. 
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Sermon – People of the Book 
In ancient China, the people were sick of being overrun by the Mongolian hordes from the north. So, to 
stop them, they built the great wall of China, one of mankind’s great building achievements, an absolutely 
incredible structure. It was too high to climb over. It was too thick to break down. It was too long to go 
around. The Chinese were secure at last. 
 
The only problem was that during the first hundred years of the wall’s existence, China was invaded three 
times from the north. So, was the wall a failure then? No not really, for not once did the Mongolian armies 
climb over the wall, break down the wall or go around the wall. Each time they went through the gate. The 
fatal flaw in the Chinese defence was placing too much faith in the wall and not building integrity into their 
people. You see the Mongolians each time they invaded, bribed the gatekeepers and walked straight on in. 

Slide 2 
Now Nehemiah is not that naive a leader. His aim was not just to reconstruct the city’s defences, it was to 
revitalise the spiritual climate of the people of God. So, after the reconstruction of the Jerusalem wall, 
came the reinstruction of the Jewish people. For writing in the same century as Nehemiah, the Greek 
historian Thucydides says, “men make the city and not the walls or ships.” And Nehemiah knows that. So, 
when the wall is finished, Nehemiah gathers his people together. It is July 1, New Year’s Day in the Jewish 
calendar. But what does Nehemiah gather his people together to do? To worship! 

Slide 3 
Building up the people of God starts with building them up spiritually. And the best way to do that is to get 
them to worship God. But I wonder as you read the passage did you feel a bit uncomfortable about the 
manner in which these people worshipped God? Because it sure looks different to the way that we are 
worshipping God this morning! 

Slide 4 
For there was no mention of singing and singing is a big part of most people’s worship experience. And did 
you notice the service went for 6 hours from daybreak until noon. How many of us would come regularly 
to a 6 hour worship service? Most of us get distracted if we go over an hour or so. And the congregation 
was made up of men and women and all who were able to understand. That includes children. They didn’t 
go off to Kids Church to learn, they stayed quiet and grew in their understanding during a 6 hour meeting! 
Wow! 
 
Notice also the people stood throughout the reading of Gods word. And they lifted their hands in the air in 
praise. They yelled Amen and Amen through their time together. They bowed down with their faces 
touching the ground. They then broke into small groups for further teaching and reflection. This worship 
service looks very different to ours. Maybe the way that we do things might not be the only way to do 
things. But then these events are descriptive not prescriptive. They tell us what happened but don’t say 
they must always happen. So to begin, lets have a look at what did happen? 

Slide 5 
1. The reading of the Word (verses 1-4) 

“When the 7th month came & the Israelites had settled in their towns, all the people came   
together as one in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the teacher of the Law to bring out 
the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded for Israel.” 
 
This service is held at the Water Gate. Does that hit you as something strange? Why worship God in the 
market place and not in the Temple? Well only the men could appear at the Temple and this teaching was 
for everyone, man, woman and child. Besides the teaching of God’s word is to heard in the Church and in 
the home and in the market place. For the home and the market place is where you apply the Bible’s 
teaching to everyday life. 
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And so, because it was accessible to all, we hear that all the people came together as one. There is a real 
sense of unity among God’s people. And they all call for Ezra to teach them from the Law of Moses. They 
have this hunger for the word of God. As they start the new year, as they begin the next faze of their life, 
the first thing they want to do is to hear the word of God. Now when I marry a couple the first thing I do 
after they take their vows is to read & preach God’s word. No one has ever asked me to do this but I want 
the first thing that any married couple to do together is to hear the word of God read & explained. 

Slide 6 
And that’s what they get on this occasion. Six hours of reading and explanation. Because Ezra wants them 
to not just hear the word of God but understand it. So, I am sure he started with the first few chapters of 
Genesis. And then onto parts of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. That’s what the Jews call 
the book of the Law or the books of Moses. And it was read all morning and the according to the end of v3, 
they all listened attentively.  
 
How would you have gone with a 6 hour reading & sermon combination? With no coffee or toilet breaks? 
But the Israelites want to understand & come to grips with what God was saying to them. They didn’t want 
to make the same mistakes that their ancestors made which meant that they had angered their God and 
been deported out of the promised land.  
 
A couple of Sundays ago I preached on Ezra 7 & 8 at night church. After the service I was talking to one of 
the ladies there who was visiting us for the night. She was someone who has been in church all her life and 
her first comment to me was that the two Bible readings were the longest Bible readings she had ever 
heard in her life. They were 28 verses and 21 verses long. I am not sure she would have coped with 6 hours 
of reading and preaching! 

Slide 7 
During that time the Levites mingled themselves amongst the crowds. Verse 8, “They read from the Book 
of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that the people understood what was being 
read.” It seemed they gave mini bible studies on the Scriptures being read. For most of these people 
couldn’t read themselves so they were dependent upon this sort of teaching. And many of them had been 
in exile most of their life and wouldn’t have had the opportunity of this sort of teaching very often. But for 
Nehemiah at the heart of any revival of the people of God had to be the preaching of the word of God. 
 
And this is the first recorded case of revival. People turning back to God. In the next chapter we see they 
confess their sins and give themselves to the service of the Lord. And at the heart of this revival is the 
Word of God. As one preacher has said, “the Spirit of God uses the Word of God to cleanse and revive the 
people of God.”  

Slide 8 
That has been the catalyst for revival ever since. It was the preaching of Luther and Calvin from the Word 
of God that lit a flame across Europe reforming and reviving a dead Church. Martin Luther famously said 
about the Bible and the hymnal that he wrote, “Let them loose. The flame will spread on its own.” 
 
It was the preaching of Wesley and Whitfield that brought revival back to England in the seventeenth 
century. Wesley apparently preached 40,000 sermons in 50 years. He travelled up and down the 
countryside on horseback proclaiming the word of God. He and Whitfield were often not allowed into 
Churches so they preached in marketplaces and fields and they too let the word of God loose so it could 
spread on its own.  
 
Which is why Paul says in 1 Timothy 4:13 “give yourself to the public reading of Scripture.” Why? Because 
the reading of the word is the heart of the building up of the people of God. So, it has to be at the centre of 
what we do together and what we do on our own. For there is power in the word of God. In can cut us to 
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the heart. It can equip us for every good work and it needs to be our meat and potatoes, our rice and 
vegies, the basis of our spiritual diet.  

Slide 9 
Bishop Jewel writing on the Scriptures once said this “Art you a King? Read the Scriptures… Are you a 
subject? Read the Scriptures. Are thou a minister? Read the Scriptures. Are thou a father, a mother? Read 
the Scriptures! Art thou a child? Read the Scriptures. Are you rich? Read the Scriptures. Are you poor? Read 
the Scriptures. Are you a merchant? A fornicator? A servant? Proud? A sinner? Offended God? Full of 
despair? Read the Scriptures. Read the Scriptures. Read the Scriptures.” 
 
But how come some people read the Scriptures and their life is transformed and others read the Bible and 
nothing happens to them? How come some people hear the preaching of the word of God & it changes 
everything & others hear the exact same sermon and it turns them away from God? How can some people 
never get enough of the word of God and others find it so, so boring? It all comes down to  

Slide 10 
2. The Reaction to the Word (verses 5-8) 

5 “Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above them; and as he 
opened it, the people all stood up.“ They all stood up.  
 
These people had an immense respect for the word of God. It was like an elder had walked into the room. 
It was like they were in the company of a king. This was not just Ezra speaking, not just the law of Moses 
speaking. This was their God speaking directly to them. So, they rose and stood to hear the reading of the 
word. Still today many cultures show that sort of respect to their sacred texts. They stand while it is being 
read. 
 
But then a little later they went one step further. “Ezra praised the LORD, the great God; and all the people 
lifted their hands and responded, “Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshiped the LORD with 
their faces to the ground.” We used to have a Welsh assistant at the Church I was converted in that used to 
literally shout the end of his prayers saying “Amen and Amen”. He was like the people of Nehemiah’s day, 
caught up in what was being said. They wanted to give their assent to what was being read. And by lifting 
up their hands  
and by bowing down, they wanted the worship of God to touch every part of their being.   

Slide 11 
Now once again, the passage is being descriptive but not prescriptive. You don’t have to do these things 
when you worship God but we all have to find ways where we are singleminded and enthusiastic about 
what God is teaching us. Attentive, responsive, submissive, teachable. So how do you do that? By writing 
notes? By praying before the service? By turning off your phone and removing all distractions? By coming 
every week? By talking about what you have learnt after the service? We all need to find a way where we 
give ourselves totally to the word of God. 

Slide 12 
There is a secular philosopher Hans Georg Gadamer and he says, “What one has to exercise above all else 
in the interpretation and formation underneath a text is the discipline of the ear.” You get that? You have 
to be proactive in finding ways to listen well. He goes on and writes that in a visual culture, we naturally 
develop inattentiveness with regard to our ears. What he is saying is that its harder for us to listen than in 
the past. We are better at seeing than listening. Which means we have to train ourselves and we have to 
train our children to listen well. To not be distracted. To learn from the word of God. 

Slide 13 
George Whitefield, when asked by a man once, “Can I print your sermons?” during the Great Awakening, 
he said, “You’ll never be able to put down the thunder and lightning on the page.” And he said that 
because you’ve got to be embodied, you’ve got to be there; God does something in person underneath 
God’s Word that’s unique. And if you miss too much Church, you miss what God’s word can do to you. So, 
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reading the word is important but training yourself to react to the word is just as important. So, reading, 
reacting and thirdly 

Slide 14 

3. The Response to the Word of God (verses 9-12) 

“Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest & teacher of the Law & the Levites who were instructing the 
people said to them all, “This day is holy to the LORD your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people 
had been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law.” 

 

The response to hearing and understanding of the word of God was firstly tears. They started to cry. They 
began to weep and mourn. Their sin weighed heavily upon them. The enormity of their rejection of God 
became apparent to them. The fact that God had kept his part of the agreement and yet they had let him 
down again and again and again became more and more real to them.  

Slide 15 
It cut them to the heart and so they wept. But their emotions were not just negative, the passage goes on 
to say that their mourning soon turned to great joy. Nehemiah said, “Go & enjoy choice food and sweet 
drinks, and send some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for 
the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 11 The Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be still, for this is a holy 
day. Do not grieve.” 12 Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to send portions of food and to 
celebrate with great joy, because they now understood the words that had been made known to them.”  
 
Their hearts were touched with both sadness and gladness. The preaching of God’s word brought both 
pleasure and pain. Tears and laughter. And they wanted to touch others with the generosity and grace 
they had received from God. So, they sent portions of food to those who were not there. They were moved 
to care for the poor of the land. Their emotions were channelled into actually doing something about what 
they were hearing. 

Slide 16 
You know sometimes I wonder why we don’t see similar emotions in our services and why don’t I see that 
also in myself? I suppose I come from British stock where emotions were to be kept in check, where they 
were a sign of weakness. Maybe you are similar. Emotions were to be avoided. Emotionalism is a 
perversion of what we do in worship.  
 
But friends, if we are not brought to the depths because of our sins and then lifted up to the highest 
heavens because of God’s grace then either we don’t understand what God is done or there is something 
completely wrong with us. We need to allow God’s word to go beyond our outward façade. We need to be 
open to God’s word touching us at the deepest level. Otherwise, we might be guilty of hardness of heart. 

Slide 17 
I love the story of the woman who went into a nice cream store and going to the counter she purchased 
her favourite treat. But after she ordered, she looked sidewise and saw Robert Redford, her favourite 
actor, next to her, about to make his own selection. Her heart skipped a beat, time stood still, she lost her 
bearings and suddenly a few seconds later she found herself outside, still in a daze and without an ice 
cream. After a while she went to back inside only to meet Redford at the door. He asked her, “Are you 
looking for your ice cream?” She nodded, she couldn’t even speak. “It’s in your purse along with your 
change.” 
 
If we can show that sort of emotion when we run into our famous actor. If we can show great emotion at 
our kid’s concert night. If we can be physically moved when our team does well in the game, why aren’t 
our hearts skipping a beat when God comes to us in his word? The response to the reading of the word in 
Nehemiah’s day was joy! Real joy.  

Slide 18 
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The joy of the Lord is your strength! Joy is found not in our outward circumstances but in our inward 
relationship with our Lord God. Gods word is not just to be read and received but rejoiced over. But it is 
important to remember God doesn’t give us joy instead of sorrow, or joy in spite of sorrow, but joy even in 
the midst of sorrow. Joy is not about substitution but transformation.  
 
Jesus pointed that truth out by talking about the birth of a baby in John 16. He said the same baby that 
gives the mother pain in childbirth, will give the same mother joy in the days after. The mother’s pain is not 
replaced by joy but transformed into joy. The difficulties of life then are “pregnant” with joy and it is only 
with the eyes of faith that we see what God is going to do and what God is currently doing with our pain. 

Slide 19 
Composer Franz Josef Hayden put it this way. “When I think upon my God, my heart is so full that the notes 
dance and leap from my pen and since God has given me a cheerful heart, it will be pardoned me that I 
serve him with a cheerful spirit.” 

Slide 20 

4. The reading, the reaction, the response and finally the results of the Word (v13-18) 

 13 On the second day of the month, the heads of all the families, along with the priests and the Levites, 
gathered around Ezra the teacher to give attention to the words of the Law.  
 
Notice the word of God can be both preached and studied. Preached on the big occasion and then the 
heads of the families came together for what looked like a Bible Study as they looked at it in more detail. 
And I am sure they then passed on what they had learned to the rest of the family. And that is the pattern 
we attempt to do here at Church. Preaching the passage on a Sunday and then have a chance to wrestle 
with it during the week in a small group. And we would love a member of every family to join us so that we 
all will be better equipped to teach it and live it out in their homes and marketplaces in the weeks to come. 

Slide 21 
14 They found written in the Law, which the LORD had commanded through Moses, that the Israelites were to 
live in temporary shelters during the festival of the seventh month 15 and that they should proclaim this 
word and spread it throughout their towns and in Jerusalem: “Go out into the hill country and bring back 
branches from olive and wild olive trees, and from myrtles, palms and shade trees, to make temporary 
shelters”—as it is written.” 
 
They then put it into practise. They didn’t just use their ears and minds to respond to God, they spent a 
week living in lean-tos. Experiencing the wilderness journey for themselves. Teaching their children what 
God had done in the Exodus. And being a witness to the people around them that they are a pilgrim 
people. Their homes are not their real homes. They are just passing through on the way to the ultimate 
land of promise. 

Slide 22 
 16 So the people went out and brought back branches and built themselves temporary shelters on their own 
roofs, in their courtyards, in the courts of the house of God and in the square by the Water Gate and the 
one by the Gate of Ephraim”. These lean-tos were a witness to their family life (on their roofs), their 
religious life (in the temple) and their business life (in the gates of their towns.) God’s word is to affect all 
of their lives. 
 
And this led to great celebrations. Unlike anything that the people of God had experienced since the time 
of Joshua, some 500 years before. That’s what hearing & obeying God’s word can bring to his people. 
Obedience leads to Joy. The word of the Lord brings us the joy of the Lord. Why then do we neglect it? We 
are the ones who will miss out when we ignore it!  

Slide 23 

The Jewish writer, Chaim Potok, captures this wonderful atmosphere of joy in describing his upbringing: 
“The little synagogue was crowded & tumultuous with joy. I remember the white-bearded Torah reader 
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dancing with one of those heavy scrolls as if he had miraculously shed his years. My father and uncle 
danced for what seemed to me an interminable length of time, circling about one another with their Torah 
scrolls, advancing upon one another, backing off, singing… The noise inside the synagogue poured out into 
the night, an undulating, swelling and receding and thinning and growing sound. The joy of dancing with 
the Torah, holding it close to you, the words of God to Moses at Sinai.  
And I wondered if Gentiles ever danced with their Bible?”  
 
Do you get his point? Where is our joy at our salvation? Where is our enjoyment of God’s word given to 
us? Are we missing something? Well, if we want revival to our own souls and revival to our nation and a 
return of joy and blessing and laughter, maybe the first step is for us to read and respond to the word of 
God preached to us today. And to put our trust in the word made flesh that God sent specifically for us. 
Jesus. He is the ultimate source of our joy! 
 

Song – Joy to the World 
Joy to the World w/ Lyrics - YouTube 
 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come  3. He rules the world, with truth and grace 
Let earth receive her King    And makes the nations prove 
Let every heart prepare Him room  The glories of His righteousness 
And heaven and nature sing   And wonders of His love 
And heaven and nature sing   And wonders of His love 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing And wonders, wonders of His love 

 
2. Joy to the world, the Savior reigns 

Let all their songs employ 
While fields and floods 
Rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy 
Here we go 

 

Closing.  
Franz Josef Hayden “When I think upon my God, my heart is so full that the notes dance and leap from my 
pen and since God has given me a cheerful heart, it will be pardoned me that I serve him with a cheerful 
spirit.” 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P3cfr6U4g3g

