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MINISTER’S REPORT 

Greetings All,  
 
“And as we serve with you Jesus, so we find the deepest meaning to life 
and the fullness of joy.” 
 
It is our privilege to share with Jesus as He continues to reveal God’s 
love and care in our church, community and world. As Jesus loves the 
one who sits beside us in church or in front or behind, so we share with 
Jesus in our love of them. As Jesus loves those who pop into our church 
or hire our church so we share with Jesus in our love of them. As Jesus 

steps beyond and goes well beyond we go with Him, sharing in His love 
for these, our neighbours.  
 
We are in a time where there are generations who have not heard the 
gospel or heard of Jesus. Really and truly! Some people in our 
community have never heard of Jesus and have never ever set foot in a 
church. At a baptism in the Willows recently (July) there was a lady 
present who had never ever been in a church before. Afterwards she 
said she found the experience quite bewildering! How would Jesus 
respond to that? How would Jesus’ followers (you!) respond to that 
today? 
 
As we move forward in these years we are moving into uncharted 
territory. We are now beginning to venture into very new territory for the 
Church. As a worldwide Church or a local church we are not very good 
at adapting to change. The Church worldwide and the church local are 
often both so far behind the times. This is not the 1960’s this is 2019 and 
almost 2030 and 2040. There are new things happening in our local 
churches as we venture. We are looking to venture with Jesus as our 
Shepherd.  
 
Recently in my bi-annual appraisal (Vitality of Call) I have been advised 
to make some adjustments to my ministry in the light of changes in our 
church and community. We all have to make changes and adapt or be 
out of touch and left behind. So, I am going to start “a Minister’s Look 
at…” an occasional study… of the likes of the Bible, faith, life, planet 
earth, and so on… modern looks at Bible, faith and life - and all that 
matters to us these days. These occasional studies will be 4 or 6 week 
long and held 2 or 3 times over the year at different times.  
 



I will now have other church members organised to be present at 
baptisms, but others are always welcome as we go out to tell the love of 
Jesus. Where the baptismal service is after worship others are always 
welcome to stay to meet the family and greet the baby. Some of our own 
church members cannot make a church service as early as 9am or 
10am, but are able to attend a baptism at 11.00am. The same is true for 
some of the family members of the children being baptised.  
 
Other families are now coming to our church to remember a loved one 
lost. Next week a family will be in our church (14th August) remembering 
their 7-year-old daughter (Bethany) who died suddenly. We will have 
church members present to welcome them, to greet them and to help 
mark the occasion of this beautiful child’s birthday in a memorable and 
sensitive way. These are new ways of ministry by us as minister and 
church. We are looking to venture together. We are in a time of change 
and the change is initiated by God, let us be in the Spirit of change for 
these days. 
 
Privileged to be your minister, 
Kenneth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NORTH LAKE MACQUARIE UNITING CHURCH CONGREGATION 

The past year has seen a number of changes in membership attendance at both 

worship centres as a result of the passing of a number of long-term members, 

others who have moved into supported care and some who sought a new “home” 

following The Assembly decision on Marriage.  Whilst it has been sad to farewell 

these, it has also been a pleasure to welcome some new people who have come 

to call NLMUC “home”. 

Three worship services continue to be held weekly – Sunday mornings at 

Boolaroo and The Willows and Wednesday evenings at The Willows. Many small 

groups meet weekly or monthly and continue to provide opportunities for prayer, 

Bible study, fundraising, fun and fellowship as do church luncheons and an annual 

bus trip.  

The Church Council met 10 times during the year, and although no 

representatives attend from Boolaroo, a contact person has been appointed to 

ensure communication is maintained. The time allocated to discussion at each 

meeting keeps us focused and has included a revisiting of the Basis of Union, 

compliance with safe church policies and regulations, as well as topics such as the 

role of pastoral care, and how can we be a relevant church in today’s ever 

changing world as we strive to build on the contacts that are made within the 

community. 

The Church Council is well supported in both centres by Property and Finance 

committees, and Pastoral Care Teams as well as Worship and Music Teams, and 

Fundraising Committees. The work done by the many committed volunteers in 

each centre is outstanding and amazing to see. How fortunate we are.  

 We welcomed a new team to edit the Monthly Pulse in August and this along 

with an excellent website continues to be a source of information and 

encouragement. 

As circumstances changed it also became time to cease the Food Distribution at 

Boolaroo and the Home Work Support Team at The Willows noting the success 

and celebrating what had been achieved during their time.  Work with Kids Club, 

Friday Youth Group and Multicultural Playtime continues to provide opportunities 

for Outreach and service to the community as does SRE support to local Schools.  



A life and Witness Consultation was held in September and although commended 

for our Vision we were encouraged to develop more concrete mission goals to 

give direction and as a result a Workshop was held with the Presbytery Officer in 

March   and continues to be developed.  

Two representatives represent the Congregation at The Hunter Presbytery 

meetings and all financial obligations have been met.  NLMUC has supported the 

wider work of The Hunter Presbytery by providing The Willows as a venue for 

workshops and meetings.  

We were delighted to be able to host a Presbytery Meeting with Deidre Palmer 

the President of the Assembly.  An evening with the Moderator and a managing 

conflict workshop with former Moderator Terence Corkin as well as other smaller 

workshops for THP have all been held in the past year.  

In addition, financial support has been given to the Methodist Church in 

Zimbabwe, the Cancer Council Morning Tea, Christmas Boxes for Children and 

Drought support to Gilgandra Uniting Church. 

The biggest challenges facing NLMUC as the congregation ages are growth, 

financial sustainability and succession planning for future leadership. 

A written report cannot convey the warmth of welcome and fellowship that is 

part of the life of NLMUC, nor can it describe the amount of volunteer time and 

talents that are given so freely to ensure that Boolaroo and The Willows worship 

centres are places where the love of God can be shared and experienced as we 

commit to be communities of faith telling and living the story of Jesus.  

To all who contribute in any way to the life of the NLMUC many thanks on 

behalf of the Church Council.  

As we look back, we give thanks for God’s faithfulness and as we look to the 

future with all its challenges, let us move forward with faith seeking His way 

and telling His story as we sing the words that say God gives us a future daring 

us to go into dreams and dangers on a path unknown. 

Fear and doubt and habit must not hold us back God gives hope and courage 

and the strength we lack.     

June Cameron 



MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

 

The Men’s Bible Study group re-commenced in July 2018 after a break of 
several months, and we meet in the Red Room each Tuesday from 10-11am. 
Our study book is the UCA daily Scripture-reading guide ‘With Love to the 
World’ with its commentary for each passage and a question to consider. We 
focus on the Gospel reading for the approaching Sunday and enjoy sharing 
prayer, our thoughts, and questions – learning through the Spirit and each 
other’s life experience. The core group of six remains steady with an occasional 
absence due to other commitments including family. New members are very 
welcome.                   
 

Gwen.  
 
 

HAND OF FRIENDSHIP – ANNUAL REPORT 
 

We have had another enjoyable year, and as always the company is good.  We 
would like to thank those who have helped out by visiting to present a short 
devotion, as well as our regulars who help in the kitchen to make sure we have 
morning tea, cuppas as required, hot soup in the cooler months, setting up and 
cleaning up the hall, taking minutes, looking after “the door”, and arranging 
the monthly programs.   
 
We had a good variety of activities during the past 12 months, including a 
singalong and concerts, and a trip to see The Little Mermaid at Hunter School 
of Performing Arts.  We had a guest speaker from the local police force, who 
helped us learn how to protect ourselves against phone and cyber scams, and 
several “in-house” activities, including large-scale as well as usual-size table 
games, some reminiscing, and a memorable Passover Seder ceremony/learning 
curve, with an interesting Jewish-based lunch included. 
 
We look forward to yet another successful year, and would love to see more 
congregation members and their friends join our group.  It provides ongoing 
friendship for church members, with several others who worship elsewhere, 
but maintain their contact with us.   
 
Lyndy Booth 



CARE AND SHARE 

  

We have had a very good year, and the attendance has been consistent. 

It is great to see the confidence growing among the members, and their 

willingness to take on more responsibility for devotions etc. 

 

We have had a few challenges during the year, and everyone has coped vey 

well. Their kindness in helping those less fortunate has been wonderful to see. 

 

It is fulfilling a need for most, of having somewhere safe to come and share the 

things that are going on in their lives, and knowing that we all “care” for each 

other. 

 

We are all grateful to God in leading us at all times, and hope that our lives 

show His love to all we meet. 

 

Erica Allsopp, Convenor. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WOMEN’S EVENING FELLOWSHIP 

AT THE WILLOWS 

 

Members enjoy a varied program at meetings held on the first Monday of the 

month. Throughout the year guest speakers are invited to share their story, 

craft evenings provide the ladies an opportunity to discover creative talent, 

and informal evenings provide lots of laughter. 

Many thanks to members who lead the meetings, those who share a 

devotional message, and of course for the delicious home baked cookies 

enjoyed with a “cuppa.” 

The Coffee and Dessert evening held in September has become a long standing 

meeting that is enjoyed by many with a number of visiting ladies attending 

year after year. 

Whilst the group meet primarily for fellowship and in caring support of each 

other, it also supports a child through the Compassion program; the ladies 

enthusiastically fill Christmas Boxes to be distributed through the Operation 

Christmas Child program and support is given to Mum’s Cottage at Holmesville. 

The end of 2018-2019 financial year showed a balance $548.31. 

We look forward to welcoming new faces to the group and give thanks for the 

friendship we continue to share. 

 

  



 
 

WARNERS BAY LADIES CHURCH AID 
   Annual Report 1st July 2018 to 30th June 2019 
 
There were two Sunday Lunches and four Lamington Drives held this year. 
 
Afternoon Tea was served in conjunction with the Charlestown Religious 
Education Committee following their Fund Raising Concert. 
Also we served Afternoon Tea following the “Facing Christmas Without Them 
Service.” 
On two occasions Morning Tea was provided for Presbytery run Seminars. 
Refreshments were served following several Funerals. 
Again we thank the ladies of the Congregation who assist us on these 
occasions. 
 
Our Christmas Lunch was held at Eastern Tiger Restaurant. 
 
A donation of $120 was made to World Vision and $2500 to Willows Church 
funds. 
We continue to purchase items for the Church Kitchen and Cleaning. 
 
Thank you to Ellie Bourke and Delma Brittliffe for undertaking the role of 
Communion Stewards. 
Thank you also to the folk who clean the Church each week and those who 
help at the General Cleans and those who serve Morning Tea each Sunday. 
 
We look forward to another year of service. 
 
Rhelma Willis 
Secretary  
 
 
  



KIDS CLUB AT THE WILLOWS 

FRIDAYS FROM 5.30PM - 7.30PM 

 

Provide children with exposure to church through weekly activities of fun, 
friendship and freedom, a weekly devotion is included in this program whether 
it be in the form of a story, music, or video.  

We ask the parents of the children for a gold coin donation plus a packet of 
frozen food that their child is fond of, such as sausage rolls, party pies, chicken 
nuggets, oven fries etc. As each week we also organise dinner for them all. 

We have a core group of 10 children ranging from 7 - 12 years.  

Our activities over the last year have included:  Lynn with craft for special 
events, cooking, board games, movie night, scavenger hunt, and running 
games. 

 

Sue & Cherie 

 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

North Lake Macquarie Uniting Church- Boolaroo 

 

I am pleased to report that we have been able to meet all of our financial 

commitments for the year 2018/2019. 

We have had no major building expenses this year and there are none 

predicted for the year to come. Grateful for our new toilets and kitchen, there 

have been a few miscellaneous purchases by Church Aid, including new blinds 

for the church hall. 

We have maintained our average attendance at church this past year. Our 

weekly offerings are a little lower than the previous year, but we have 

budgeted for this reduction for the future years.  

We are grateful to the Church Aid ladies who are ever busy in organising 

occasional lunches and other fundraising events. Our latest two garage sales 

have been very successful and helped keep the Church Aid Budget (for $5000 

this year) on target. The loss of income from hall rental has resulted in a 

further reduction to our income, and something we are currently looking to 

rectify by attracting other users.   

 

The financial deficit at Boolaroo this year is a serious matter and as in any 

household, business or church, it cannot be sustained forever.  The wider 

parish of North Lake Macquarie Uniting Church is currently looking at new 

strategies, that is, ways to be missional and relevant and financially sustaining 

into the years ahead. We pray that such ways may be found, and that our 

continued desire to work with Jesus in caring for our neighbour may continue. 

Catherine Brown, 

Treasurer (Boolaroo Uniting Church) 

 


